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Mrs Angela Preece 
Clerk to Churchill and Blakedown Parish Council 
churchillandblakedownclerk@gmail.com 
 

13th September, 2020 
 
Dear Angela 
 
Re: Churchill and Blakedown Parish Council Meeting –14th September, 
2020 
 
Please find herewith my County Councillor’s report to the Parish Council. I would 
be grateful if you could circulate this report to the Parish Councillors and that it is 
read out at the meeting, if I am not present.  
 
Since I wrote my report for the June meeting, we are seeing an easing of the 
lockdown restrictions at quite a pace. 
 
Churchill and Blakedown Issues 
 
Further to my previous reports, the ponding issue outside 65 Belbroughton Road 
issue is finally being tackled with the works currently being undertaken, no doubt 
you will have seen the temporary lights. A new drain is being installed. This work 
couldn’t be done at the time of the surface dressing as two completely separate 
operations and likewise unable to do in advance of it. I am pleased that the work 
is finally being done and so are the residents concerned. 
 
Further to my July report I am pleased that the highways safety snagging work 
has been completed and the damaged wall belonging to one of the Roxall Close 
properties has been repaired. I am also pleased we have successfully recruited 
a crossing patrol and Gail started when the school went back last week. 
 
I am still pursuing the child bollards and will now look at pursuing this further now 
that the safety measures are in. 
 
I still have not forgotten the white lining scheme for the B4188 Belbroughton 
Road which is required before the Safer Roads Partnership will take action on 
speeding. 
 
As a result of the surface dressing there were excess chippings which were left, 
including on the pavements and I visited the location several times and indeed 
with our highways liaison engineer and the road and pavements were swept 
again (albeit some residents advised me they didn’t feel it had been swept in the 
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first instance) and residents subsequently contacted me to say the pavements 
were much better after they had been swept.  
 
I am arranging for overhanging branches from a tree outside 4 Elm Drive to cut 
back. This is still ongoing but am told this will be done by a local parish gang. 
Again, this will be done but the timescale has been pushed back but is now back 
on the list as Paul advised me when we met in July this is ongoing. Sadly, still no 
date! 
 
The potential car park on land off Station Drive is ongoing. I have nothing further 
to report further to my full update in my May report. 
 
Potential additional warning signage for Sugar Loaf Lane is still being 
investigated and indeed Paul and I met with local residents on 8th September to 
look at options. Residents have asked for gateways at the end of the lane as 
they felt this would be a good idea and Paul and I agreed. I said I would raise it 
with yourselves as these are always done by the Parish Council. I am more than 
happy to make a grant to you to fund them if you would be prepared to order 
them and arrange instalment in liaison with myself and Paul. 
 
Paul and I inspected the rubber matting on the A456 by Halfshire Lane on 4th 
June and again on 23rd July when we met that had been removed where the 
Safer Roads Partnership (SRP) van is located. We could see the rubber matting 
buried under the soil and Paul is going to ensure that this is addressed. Sadly, to 
date, despite raising this again it hasn’t been done! I will keep chasing! 
 
I met with Gary and brought Paul on 23rd July to Churchill Lane as to look at 
some highways issues regarding the drain and road levels and to look at 
Blakedown Brook. I am chasing for an update on this. 
 
Regarding the issue of bollards by the war memorial and who owns what land I 
propose I meet with Richard Benney and Paul when I next bring Paul to 
Churchill and Blakedown on 24th September. 
 
 
Wyre Forest Issues 
 
Work on Kidderminster Train Station is complete and work continued through lock 
down and the station opened officially in July. 
 
WCC highways have now started work on the Churchfields site with the creation of 
the spur road off the island which will take traffic out of town and again this carried 
on thorugh lockdown and is now going ahead at a pace. 
 
Consideration is actively currently being given as to what type of congestion 
reduction scheme will be implemented on the A449 Hoobrook island. This should 
benefit residents wanting to come in and out of Kidderminster onto the A449 before 
going onto the A442, especially at peak times. Since my last report further capital 
money is proposed to be allocated to this scheme to ensure it is completed over the 
next 12 months and indeed £1.3 million has been secured from the Local Enterprise 
Partnership. I have a meeting at the month to look at potentially the final scheme. 
 
 
 

 



 

Strategic Issues – County Wide 
 
Highways and resurfacing work continues at a pace. 
 
Virtually all libraries are now re-open, but in particular the ones most local to 
Churchill and Blakedown are open. 
 
The two household waste sites in Wyre Forest are re-open, albeit the Worcester 
Road site requires you to book a slot online in advance. 
 
Schools have now started back this last week in their ‘bubbles’ and all should be 
fully open by the start of this week, unless of course a bubble is closed as it is 
isolating.  
 
The County Council has now completed the changes to its management structure 
with the Directors and Asst. Directors in place, in particular with the new Director for 
Adult Social care, now the Director of People, Paula Furnival in place and a new 
Asst. Director Legal and Governance Abraham Ezekiel in place (replacing Simon 
Mallinson who retired in February). 
 
If you have any issues that you need me to address then please do not hesitate to 
get in touch. 
 

I am still able to allocate my divisional funding for 2020-2021 and if you would 
like to make an application over the coming months for me to consider I will be 
pleased to do so. 
 
If you have any further issues please do not hesitate to contact me.  
 
Please accept my best wishes at this time and keep safe, I hope to see you all in 
person soon. 
 
With my best wishes. 
 
Yours sincerely     

 
 
Cllr. Marcus J. Hart 
County Councillor – Chaddesley Division 
 
Copy to: District Cllr Ian Hardiman, Wyre Forest District Council 
  District Cllr Lisa Jones, Wyre Forest District Council 
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