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Mrs Angela Preece 
Clerk to Churchill and Blakedown Parish Council 
churchillandblakedownclerk@gmail.com 
 

10th October, 2020 
 
Dear Angela 
 
Re: Churchill and Blakedown Parish Council Meeting –12th October, 2020 
 
Please find herewith my County Councillor’s report to the Parish Council. I would 
be grateful if you could circulate this report to the Parish Councillors and that it is 
read out at the meeting, if I am not present.  
 
Churchill and Blakedown Issues 
 
Further to my previous reports, the ponding issue outside 65 Belbroughton Road 
issue has finally been tackled and the work completed to install a new drain and 
connect it with the one over the road. The work appears to be working! 
 
I am still pursuing the child bollards and had a site visit with Paul Green from 
WCC highways on 24th September to look at two potential locations on the 
school side of the road on the edge of the pavement but at the back of the 
pavement. Paul is having the locations assessed at present.  
 
I still have not forgotten the white lining scheme for the B4188 Belbroughton 
Road which is required before the Safer Roads Partnership will take action on 
speeding. 
 
I did walk much of the length of the Belbroughton Road with Ian and Lisa on 
Saturday and most of the excess chippings from the surface dressing appear to 
have gone. 
 
I am arranging for overhanging branches from a tree outside 4 Elm Drive to cut 
back. This is still ongoing but am told this will be done by a local parish gang. 
Again, this will be done but the timescale has been pushed back but is now back 
on the list as Paul advised me when we met in July this is ongoing. Sadly, still no 
date! 
 
The potential car park on land off Station Drive is still ongoing. I am still having 
conversations at a senior level at WCC and hope to be able to report further on 
this in due course as the Examination in Public (EIP) of WFDC’s local plan will 
commence on 11th January 2021.  
 

mailto:churchillandblakedownclerk@gmail.com


 

As reported last month, Paul and I met with local residents on 8th September to 
look at options. Residents have asked for gateways at the end of the lane as 
they felt this would be a good idea and Paul and I agreed. You have very kindly 
agreed to facilitate this and I have been liaising with your clerk and I know she 
has very diligently already been out to have the locations measured with a view 
to having them installed all being well before Christmas! The residents have said 
that they are quite happy to maintain them. 
 
Paul and I inspected the rubber matting on the A456 by Halfshire Lane on 4th 
June and again on 25th September and I marked my displeasure at lack of 
action! As always, rest assured I will not let it rest until it is sorted. 
 
As reported last month, I met with Gary and brought Paul on 23rd July to 
Churchill Lane as to look at some highways issues regarding the drain and road 
levels and to look at Blakedown Brook. Paul has fed back to Gary regarding the 
land ownership and what needs to be done and the part of the fence by the 
bridge adjacent to Churchill Lane that WCC have the responsibility to repair. 
Paul will also ensure the trees owned by WCC are cut back. Bill has already 
done a great job strimming to ensure the bend warning bollards are visible.  
 
Regarding the issue of bollards by the war memorial and who owns what land I 
brought Paul Green to the location on 24th September and met with Gary as the 
PC representative in Richard’s absence. Paul has confirmed that all of the land 
is owned by WCC. Paul discussed the options and clearly now all of the work to 
Winston Court has been completed there are no WFCH vehicles churning up the 
grass and it was in a good state of repair. It is difficult to see other than that 
scenario who would park on there and I must admit I drive that way quite 
regularly and other than when the WFCH vans were there I have never seen any 
vehicles parked there.  
 
It was felt that the best natural barrier and what would look nice could potentially 
be planters or indeed an option which would be acceptable to WCC is to plant all 
the way along a couple of feet in from the road so it could be done safely without 
working on the highway and this could be daffodils all the way around which 
would make the area look nice. Obviously the PC will want to discuss this. 
 
I am pleased that some of the pavemnets that I have allocated devolved funding 
for are already starting to be resurfaced in Mill Lane and Mill Close 
 
Wyre Forest Issues 
 
WCC highways work on the Churchfields site continues with the creation of the 
spur road off the island which will take traffic out of town. This coming week 
there will be disruption as one of the lanes is closed to facilitate the work. Work 
has stopped as a result of Coronavirus but I understand contractors will be 
starting with safe distancing measures being put in place. 
 
As reported previously, the additional funding for the Hoobrook island has now 
been agreed as part of the budget and we should see this scheme commence 
this year to tackle this major congestion hotspot in Kidderminster. I have now 
seen a design scheme at an officer briefing  and have a further one at the end of 
September and it is anticipated that work could commence before Christmas this 
year. 
 

 



 

Strategic Issues – County Wide 
 
Since I wrote my last few reports it is fair to say that things are ever changing 
and after a period of ‘unlocking’ things are tightening up. 
 
The County Council has been heavily involved in the response to the 
Coronavirus pandemic working with our other statutory partners.  
 
Obviously cases in Worcestershire in line with the Country have been increasing 
and particularly concerning has been the increase in cases across the Wyre 
Forest in the last week or so but things do change on a weekly basis. 
 
Our Hospitals are coping very well with substantial capacity on all 3 sites and 
despite our increases, as you would expect given the more nature of 
Worcestershire we still have been less affected by infections than many other 
authorities in the West Midlands region. We have also been assisting our many 
care settings with PPE.  
 
Worcestershire has a fantastic website Here2Help which is a community action 
response to Coronavirus. There is also a dedicated phone number 01905 
768053 for those without access to the internet. There is now a 
Here2Helpbusiness scheme as well. 
 
Council meetings are still taking place virtually and I suspect the first time that 
Full Council may be able to meet in person is next May as these measures are 
going to be with us for some months yet! 
 
If you have any issues that you need me to address then please do not hesitate to 
get in touch. 
 

Please accept my best wishes at this time and keep safe, I hope to see you all in 
person soon. 
 
With my best wishes. 
 
Yours sincerely     

 
 
Cllr. Marcus J. Hart 
County Councillor – Chaddesley Division 
 
Copy to: District Cllr Ian Hardiman, Wyre Forest District Council 
  District Cllr Lisa Jones, Wyre Forest District Council 
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