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Mrs Angela Preece 
Clerk to Churchill and Blakedown Parish Council 
churchillandblakedownclerk@gmail.com 
 

6th November, 2020 
 
Dear Angela 
 
Re: Churchill and Blakedown Parish Council Meeting –9th November, 2020 
 
Please find herewith my County Councillor’s report to the Parish Council. I would 
be grateful if you could circulate this report to the Parish Councillors and that it is 
read out at the meeting, if I am not present.  
 
Churchill and Blakedown Issues 
 
As previously reported, I am still pursuing the child bollards and had a site visit 
with Paul Green from WCC highways on 24th September to look at two potential 
locations on the school side of the road on the edge of the pavement but at the 
back of the pavement. Paul is having the locations assessed at present. I am 
chasing this as Paul has still not come back to me. 
 
As previously reported, I still have not forgotten the white lining scheme for the 
B4188 Belbroughton Road which is required before the Safer Roads Partnership 
will take action on speeding. 
 
As previously reported, I am arranging for overhanging branches from a tree 
outside 4 Elm Drive to cut back. This is still ongoing but am told this will be done 
by a local parish gang. Again, this will be done but the timescale has been 
pushed back but is now back on the list as Paul advised me when we met in July 
this is ongoing. Sadly, still no date! 
 
The potential car park on land off Station Drive is still ongoing, further to my 
comments in my report last month I can say that, I am advised that, the report 
from WCC’s rail consultants on the car parking issues is currently being finalised 
and will be issued to WCC very shortly. When I am able to get sight of this I will 
advise on the latest position. This will also form part of the evidence base and 
will be submitted as part of WCC’s response to the Wyre Forest Local Plan.  
 
As reported in my September and October report’s, Paul and I met with local 
residents on 8th September to look at options. Residents have asked for 
gateways at the end of the lane as they felt this would be a good idea and Paul 
and I agreed. You have very kindly agreed to facilitate this and I have been 
liaising with your clerk and I know she has very diligently already been out to 
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have the locations measured with a view to having them installed all being well 
before Christmas! The residents have said that they are quite happy to maintain 
them. Your clerk has now sent me a quote and a design which I have approved 
and will be funded from my devolved highways funding. 
 
The rubber matting on the A456 for the SRP van has still not been reinstated 
and I am now very unhappy about this. As always, rest assured I will not let it 
rest until it is sorted. 
 
I am very pleased with the Mill Lane, Mill Close and Station Drive pavement 
resurfacing. 
 
I have been out to Belbroughton Road and Gladstone Place on 20th October to 
look at parking issues at the junction, in particular a white transit van parked 
directly opposite the junction. Two separate residents suggested that there were 
double yellow lines at the junction prior to the surface dressing but it has been 
categorically confirmed by WCC highways, having looked at the official plans 
that there weren’t. It is felt if there is any obstruction  
 
Wyre Forest Issues 
 
WCC highways work on the Churchfields site continues with the creation of the 
spur road off the island which will take traffic out of town. This coming week 
there will be disruption as one of the lanes is closed to facilitate the work. Work 
has stopped as a result of Coronavirus but I understand contractors will be 
starting with safe distancing measures being put in place. 
 
As reported previously, the additional funding for the Hoobrook island has now 
been agreed as part of the budget and we should see this scheme commence 
this year to tackle this major congestion hotspot in Kidderminster. I have now 
seen a design scheme at an officer briefing and have a further one at the end of 
September and it is anticipated that work could commence before Christmas this 
year. Indeed an update report confirming this went to the County Council’s 
Cabinet meeting of 22nd October. 
 
WFDC has received circa £1.8 million of Government support to deal with Covid 
19 in terms of additional cost pressures and major loss of income. 
 
Strategic Issues County Wide 
 
Since I wrote my last few reports it is fair to say that things are ever changing 
and after a period of ‘unlocking’ things have now tightened up again with the 4 
week national lockdown but of course with a difference as schools remain open 
and attendance across Worcestershire is well over 90%. 
 
In Wyre Forest we have seen some abatement of the rise in cases there were 
several weeks ago. We have experienced some deaths in care homes due to 
Covid 19 in the Wyre Forest area. 
 
The County Council has been heavily involved in the response to the 
Coronavirus pandemic working with our other statutory partners. 
 
Our Hospitals are still coping very well with capacity on all 3 sites and despite 
our increases, as you would expect given the more nature of Worcestershire we 



 

still have been less affected by infections than many other authorities in the 
West Midlands region.  
 
Worcestershire has a fantastic website Here2Help which is a community action 
response to Coronavirus. There is also a dedicated phone number 01905 
768053 for those without access to the internet. There is now a 
Here2Helpbusiness scheme as well. (simply google Here 2 Help Worcestershire 
and it comes straight up.) 
 
Free School Meals has been a very topical issue nationally as you will have 
seen as the Government have ceased the voucher scheme for the recent half 
term. We agreed as a County Council to step in with the Districts in 
Worcestershire to fund the costs 50:50 to ensure that no child went hungry and 
that they had access to food but unlike other local authority areas we did not 
produce vouchers but asked anyone who needed food to wither phone the Here 
2 Help dedicated hotline number or go on the website and a food package would 
be sent out to them. We are at present considering our approach to the 
Christmas holidays, February half term and the Easter holidays as clearly with 
the Covid 19 pandemic we are in unprecedented times with many people losing 
their jobs and struggling financially. We are working with our MP’s and indeed 
await further clarification on what Government policy will be moving forward. 
 
Our household waste sites are both remaining open. 
 
Libraries are to remain open but with reduced services. 
 
Council meetings are still taking place virtually and I suspect the first time that 
Full Council may be able to meet in person is next May as these measures are 
going to be with us for some months yet! 
 
I am still able to allocate my divisional funding for 2020-2021 and if you would 
like to make an application over the coming months for me to consider I will be 
pleased to do so. 
 
If you have any issues that you need me to address then please do not hesitate to 
get in touch. 
 

Please accept my best wishes at this time and keep safe, I hope to see you all in 
person soon. 
 
With my best wishes. 
 
Yours sincerely     

 
 
Cllr. Marcus J. Hart 
County Councillor – Chaddesley Division 
 
Copy to: District Cllr Ian Hardiman, Wyre Forest District Council 
  District Cllr Lisa Jones, Wyre Forest District Council 
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