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Mrs Angela Preece 
Clerk to Churchill and Blakedown Parish Council 
churchillandblakedownclerk@gmail.com 
 

10th January, 2021 
 
Dear Angela 
 
Re: Churchill and Blakedown Parish Council Meeting – 11th January, 2021 
 

Firstly I hope everyone had a good festive break and Happy New Year. Let’s 
hope for better things this year albeit I suspect the next 3-4 months will be more 
of the same!  
 
Please find my report for reading at the meeting and circulation to Parish 
Councillors. 
 
Churchill and Blakedown Issues 
 
Regrettably, Paul Green our highways liaison engineer is off sick still but we do have 
Alex covering but due to Christmas and New Year holidays he is still getting to grips 
with my long list. In fact I do have a meeting lined up for Monday evening and hope 
to have some updates but I am really sorry and more importantly very frustrated to 
say that I have very few updates but will keep chasing but I can say I am 
progressing the child bollards and have an agreed location for these outside the 
school. 
 
I can also say that since the last meeting I have been in liaison with WFDC’s 
conservation officer and arboricultural officer regarding the removal of the tree in the 
Pound at Churchill. 
 
I won’t repeat everything in this report but have kept your clerk and your chairman 
up to speed. I have spoken to Mr.Tibbetts several times before Christmas and he 
will absolutely ensure the work is done to the correct standard and the reason why 
he is having the tree removed in the first place is to protect the ancient structure. 
The conservation officer at WFDC has spoken with Mr. Tibbetts as well and he is 
entirely happy with what is being done and how it will be done. I have also been in 
touch with WCC highways and they are now happy for its removal and have granted 
consent subject to the contractor taking the tree down in a way that the ancient 
structure is protected and that the stump is cut off at ground level and treated with 
stump plugs.  
 
The following are the ongoing issues:- 
 
Lining scheme for the B4188 Belbroughton Road. 
Tree work at 4 Elm Drive. 
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Ismere Gateways. 
Matting for the SRP van on the A456. 
 
New issues I have been contacted about are junction signage on Perriford Lane and 
the A456 and any junction safety improvements and trees for inspection on Churchill 
Lane outside 1-7 as a branch broke off as a result of the snow on it. 
 
Wyre Forest Issues 
 
WCC highways work on the Churchfields is virtually completed and the new network 
is flowing well. 
 
As reported previously, the additional funding for the Hoobrook island has now been 
agreed as part of the budget and we should see this scheme commence this year to 
tackle this major congestion hotspot in Kidderminster. This work which is a £3.6 
million project will start in January. 
 
Strategic Issues County Wide 
 
Primary Schools and Secondary schools are all teaching remotely save for key 
worker’s children and vulnerable children. The latter definition has recently been 
enlarged to anyone who cannot learn at home due to no lap top or no work space. 
There is a lot of variation on how many pupils are in schools but it is broadly ranging 
between 20%-50%. 
 
The County Council has been heavily involved in the response to the Coronavirus 
pandemic working with our other statutory partners. 
 
Worcestershire has a fantastic website Here2Help which is a community action 
response to Coronavirus. There is also a dedicated phone number 01905 768053 
for those without access to the internet. There is now a Here2Helpbusiness scheme 
as well. (simply google Here 2 Help Worcestershire and it comes straight up.) 
 
Our household waste sites both remain open and the Worcester Road is still 
operating a booking system. 
 
Libraries are remain open. 
 
Council meetings are still taking place virtually and I suspect the first time that Full 
Council may be able to meet in person is next May as these measures are going to 
be with us for some months yet! 

 
If you have any further issues please do not hesitate to contact me.  
 
Keep safe. 
 
With my best wishes. 
 
Yours sincerely     

 
Cllr. Marcus J. Hart 
County Councillor – Chaddesley Division 
 
Copy to: District Cllr Ian Hardiman, Wyre Forest District Council 
  District Cllr Lisa Jones, Wyre Forest District Council 
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