
Tel 01905 846650 ⚫ www.worcestershire.gov.uk 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Angela Preece 
Clerk to Churchill and Blakedown Parish Council 
churchillandblakedownclerk@gmail.com 
 

5th February, 2021 
 
Dear Angela 
 
Re: Churchill and Blakedown Parish Council Meeting – 8th February, 2021 
 

Please find my report for reading at the meeting and circulation to Parish 
Councillors. 
 
Churchill and Blakedown Issues 
 
Regrettably, Paul Green our highways liaison engineer is still off sick but is due to 
return at the end of the month. 
 
We do have Alex covering still. 
 
The lining scheme for the B4188 Belbroughton Road, is still ongoing, albeit Alex is 
pushing. 
 
I am advised that the long overdue tree work at 4 Elm Drive is now imminent! 
 
The Ismere Gateways should be installed w/c 22nd February, thank you to Angela for 
sorting this. 
 
The matting for the SRP van on the A456 should be done in April! I have escalated 
this as it should have been done 12 months ago, it is so simple! Apparently, it now 
requires traffic management ie temporary lights, which I am challenging! Actually, at 
least it isn’t affecting the Safer Roads Partnership van as I have seen it there twice 
in the last fortnight! Nevertheless, this will be sorted . 
 
Regarding the junction signage on Perriford Lane and the A456 and any junction 
safety improvements these are ongoing. 
 
The trees on Churchill Lane at the A456 and the Churchill end have been reported 
for inspection and this is ongoing. 
 
I have asked Alex to sort the issues out that Gary and I met with Paul Green about 
last year, ie. The fencing at the side of the road by the brook. 
 
I am delighted the pavement resurfacing has taken place on Churchill Lane between 
the A456 and Wannerton Road since the last meeting. Wannerton, Elm and 
Brookside will be done this year. I inspected the pavement on 4th February. 
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I have reported the pavement on the A456 by the Old Police House and in fact 
inspected this on 4th February myself and agree it is unacceptable. 
 
I can confirm that further to the last meeting I raised the issue of the new entrance 
again to the new property on Deansford Lane and officers have confirmed that it is 
22 metres from the junction, the minimum requirement is 20 metres.  
 
The child bollards for outside the Primary School have been ordered and should be 
installed over the next 2 months. The school and the parental working party have 
been informed. This is really good news. 
 
I have raised flooding issues in Waggon Lane/Perriford Lane, which seem to have 
been persisting for some years now. 
 
I have reported a damaged give way sign at the Hurcott Lane junction with the 
A451.  
 
Obviously, the Local Plan is more a District Council issue, but no doubt you will have 
seen the EIP hearings in respect of Blakedown and the station car park and I feel 
that it was very helpful and clear in respect of WCC’s position not requiring the 
release of the field from the greenbelt. 

 
Wyre Forest Issues  
 
WCC highways work on the Churchfields is virtually completed and the new network 
is flowing well. 
 
As reported previously, the additional funding for the Hoobrook island has now been 
agreed as part of the budget and we should see this scheme commence this year to 
tackle this major congestion hotspot in Kidderminster. This work which is a £3.6 
million project is starting now and will see the 3 A road arms be signalised. 

 
Strategic Issues County Wide 
 
Primary Schools and Secondary schools are all teaching remotely save for key 
worker’s children and vulnerable children. The latter definition has recently been 
enlarged to anyone who cannot learn at home due to no lap top or no work space. 
There is a lot of variation on how many pupils are in schools but it is broadly ranging 
between 20%-50%. I have made contact with Mrs Beckford Bond and it is circa 25% 
of pupils attending everyday at Blakedown Primary School. 
 
The County Council has been heavily involved in the response to the Coronavirus 
pandemic working with our other statutory partners. 
 
Worcestershire has a fantastic website Here2Help which is a community action 
response to Coronavirus. There is also a dedicated phone number 01905 768053 
for those without access to the internet. There is now a Here2Helpbusiness scheme 
as well. (simply google Here 2 Help Worcestershire and it comes straight up.) 
 
Our household waste sites both remain open and the Worcester Road is still 
operating a booking system. 
 
Libraries are remaining open, but largely for essential IT and digital services to 
residents who cannot get on line at home. 
 



 

Council meetings are still taking place virtually and I suspect the first time that Full 
Council may be able to meet in person is in May as these measures are going to be 
with us for some time yet again! 

 
The County Council will set its budget on 18th February. Council tax is proposed 
to go up by 1.5% and there will be an Adult Social Care levy of 1%, effectively 
giving a 2.5% Council tax increase. The maximum increase allowed without a 
referendum is 5%. On a Band D, the increase will be £32.78 per annum, 
63pence per week. The County Council makes up 70% of the overall bill.  
 
There will be an allocation of £500k towards flood defences at Beales Corner in 
Bewdley. We will be investing a further  
 
We continue to apply the National Funding Formula for mainstream schools and 
since 2018 schools funding for Worcestershire has increased from £314.6m to 
£368.2m so very much going in the right direction but still more to do to ensure 
fair funding across other Local Authority areas as we are still near the bottom. 
Higher Needs funding still remains a pressure, despite an additional £8m from 
Government taking our allocation to £68.4m.  
 
The overall budget is proposed to be a net revenue budget of £355.5m. In 
addition, there will be a capital programme of £382.3m, local to Wyre Forest are 
Kidderminster Train Station, Hoobrook and Churchfields.  
 
The percentage spent on Adult’s and Children’s social care in total is 60.4%. 
That is £140.1m net for Adult’s social care and £74.6m net for Children’s social 
care giving a total of £214.7m out of a total net budget of £355.5m. 
 
County Council elections scheduled for 6th May will go ahead as confirmed by 
the Government on 5th February, don’t forget to take your pencil to vote and 
masks are compulsory! No doubt there will be a postal vote campaign. 
 
If you have any further issues please do not hesitate to contact me.  
 
Keep safe. 
 
With my best wishes. 
 
Yours sincerely     

 
Cllr. Marcus J. Hart 
County Councillor – Chaddesley Division 
 
Copy to: District Cllr Ian Hardiman, Wyre Forest District Council 
  District Cllr Lisa Jones, Wyre Forest District Council 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marcus Hart 
Cabinet Member with 

Responsibility for  
Education and Skills 

 
Electoral Division 

Chaddesley 
 

County Hall 
Spetchley Road 

Worcester 
WR5 2NP 

 
Home 

Silkwood Barn 
Crundalls Court 
Crundalls Lane 
Worcestershire 

DY12 1BN 
 

Tel: 01299 402424  
 

Email 
mhart@worcestershire.

gov.uk 
 

mailto:mhart@worcestershire.gov.uk
mailto:mhart@worcestershire.gov.uk

