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Mrs Angela Preece 
Clerk to Churchill and Blakedown Parish Council 
churchillandblakedownclerk@gmail.com 
 

13th June, 2021 
 
Dear Angela 
 
Re: Churchill and Blakedown Parish Council Meeting – 14th June, 2021 
 

Please find my report for reading at the meeting and circulation to Parish 
Councillors. 
 
Churchill and Blakedown Issues 
 
The lining scheme for the B4188 Belbroughton Road, is still ongoing, albeit there is 
now a scheme being actively looked at and WCC have been successful in bidding 
for funding from the Safer Roads Partnership for it. I have arranged a meeting with 
Paul Green and your chairman to discuss options and the meeting is scheduled for 
22nd June.  
 
Regarding the junction signage on Perriford Lane and the A456 and any junction 
safety improvements these are ongoing but as mentioned in my last report Paul and 
I did meet on site as planned and the road safety team have also looked at this site 
and are considering the matter. We have now met the local resident who raised this 
issue on site and I am pressing for action. 
 
The trees on Churchill Lane at the A456 and the Churchill end have been reported 
for inspection and this is ongoing, there is a long wait for routine inspection but I am 
chasing. 
 
I am chasing the permanent pavement repair on the A456 by the Old Police House. 
 
The Waggon Lane/Perriford Lane gully unblocking is on the list but not done yet. 
 
I have reported a number of signage and highway defects along Hurcott Lane, 
following a recent site visit with Paul Green. 
 
The railings by the stream in Churchill are still awaiting permanent repair but are on 
the list. 
 
The concrete post and fence under the viaduct at Churchill Lane, Blakedown is still 
awaiting a permanent repair, but again is on the list. 
 
I have met residents with Paul Green recently to look at issues on site and also a 
new issue along Deansford Lane with the state of the road surface and edge of the 
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highway.and speeding. This Lane is in your Parish and then Stone in the middle and 
then Chaddesley at the A450 end. 
 
I have reported the national speed limit signage as you leave Blakedown heading 
towards Kidderminster for cleansing. 
 
I have reported the hedge overhanging the pavement along Churchill Lane at its 
junction with the A456.  
 
I have reported the obscured 30 mph/speed camera sign on the left as you enter 
Blakedown from the Kidderminster direction as a result of the laurel hedge. 
 
I have asked for the pavement by the Primary School to be sided out. 
 
There will be a road closure later in the month for Deansford Lane at the A456 
junction due to Network Rail work. 
 
I would like to tackle issues in The Avenue and a number of local residents have 
raised issues with me and asked if I can facilitate a meeting between them and the 
Parish Council, which I have promised I would raise with you. 
 
Please let me know your views on verge cutting and if I can assist with any wild 
flower planting. 
 
I would like to pursue some further gateways in Ismere as I have been contacted by 
other local residents and I will liaise with Angela about these. 
 
Regarding Station Yard, I can report that it is WCC’s intention to pursue a car park 
at this location, in line with their submission to WFDC’s Local Plan and in line with 
the Council’s policy to pursue sustainable travel and to encourage rail travel. WCC 
have identified car park expansion at a number of locations across the County to 
support this policy. 
 
As Councillors and Parishioners will be aware, Station Yard is a brown field site, 
which is unable to be developed for housing. Indeed circa 15 years ago there was 
an approval for this location as a car park, albeit on a smaller scale than the one 
proposed now. 
 
Having represented the area since 2015, members of the public have made it 
abundantly clear to me that there is a problem with the lack of car parking at the 
station and that this has caused many issues for local residents in the neighbouring 
streets. Indeed, I have promised to tackle this issue and was a major issue when we 
had a residents meeting in the village a couple of years ago. 
 
There will be a cabinet report which will be considered by the Council’s cabinet on 
24th June, which will have a recommendation to make a strategic decision to 
purchase the title of the car park. I am predisposed to support this and indeed have 
previously, together with my District Council colleagues, Ian and Lisa pledged to 
tackle car parking and opposed development of a car park in the greenbelt in favour 
using a redundant brown field site. 
 
Of course, it is really important to state, that the devil is in the detail and there will be 
a public engagement with the local community and also the proposal over the 
course of the next year will be the subject of a planning application which will be 
considered by the County Council’s planning committee and of course be the 
subject of full public consultation and a formal statutory process.  
 



 

As I have said, the devil will of course be in the detail. At the appropriate time, when 
we know the extent of exactly what is proposed, I will be looking carefully at the 
proposals and will be articulating the views of the local community. Without wishing 
to put the cart before the horse, but if one assumes the strategic decision to acquire 
the land is approved and an application is made it will be essential to ensure that 
there is due regard for local residents in considering, noise attenuation, screening, 
lighting issues, traffic issues and any potential traffic regulation orders in order to 
safeguard the amenity of local residents plus other issues.  
 
I am also acutely aware, that opinion is divided on the car park, and that residents 
most directly affected either have concerns or in some instances are totally opposed 
to a car park at all, whatever its size and whatever mitigation measures are 
proposed. That is a view of course which I understand and respect and I will do all I 
can to make the case that local resident’s amenity is not disrupted as a result of any 
car park that may receive consent. 
 
There is much to do with lots of feasibility of work to be done to see indeed, what the 
scale of the car park can actually be and indeed on issues around entrance/exit 
etc… 
 
There will of course be much debate of what rail travel will be in the post Covid 
world and I understand modelling is on a 30%-65% reduction. 
 
I will of course keep the Parish Council and local residents updated in my monthly 
reports and also with articles on my Facebook page. 
 
 

 
Wyre Forest Issues  
 
WCC highways work on the Churchfields is virtually completed. 
 
As reported previously, the additional funding for the Hoobrook island has now been 
agreed as part of the budget and if you have driven that way you will see that this 
work is now clearly underway on this £3.6 million project and we will see the 3 A 
road arms be signalised. The work is progressing well and scheduled to finish in the 
Autumn of this year. 

 
Strategic Issues County Wide 
 
The County Council has been heavily involved in the response to the Coronavirus 
pandemic working with our other statutory partners. 
 
Worcestershire has a fantastic website Here2Help which is a community action 
response to Coronavirus. There is also a dedicated phone number 01905 768053 
for those without access to the internet. There is now a Here2Helpbusiness scheme 
as well. (simply google Here 2 Help Worcestershire and it comes straight up.) 
 
The AGM of Full Council took place face to face at County Hall on Thursday, 20th 
May, with social distancing measures in place. Staff are returning to work from 
County Hall from 21st June and there will be a hybrid model of working part from 
home and part from the office. 
 
Cllr. Simon Geraghty was re-appointed as Leader of the Council I have been 
reappointed as Cabinet Member for Education, which I was very pleased about. 
 



 

Cllr. Steve Mackay from Worcester has been appointed Chairman of the Council 
and Cllr. Chris Rogers from Stourport has been appointed Vice-chairman of the 
Council. 
 
If you have any further issues please do not hesitate to contact me.  
 
With my best wishes. 
 
Yours sincerely     

 
Cllr. Marcus J. Hart 
County Councillor – Chaddesley Division 
 
Copy to: District Cllr Ian Hardiman, Wyre Forest District Council 
  District Cllr Lisa Jones, Wyre Forest District Council 
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Silkwood Barn 
Crundalls Court 
Crundalls Lane 
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