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BLAKEDOWN SHOPPERS CAR PARK 

 
Residents may be aware that Wyre Forest District Council removed the 
one hour’s free parking concession from the car park with effect from the 
1st June 2020. Despite efforts from the Parish Council to get this 
concession reinstated, the leading Party at the District Council refused to 
even discuss the matter and said they had ‘drawn a line’ under the 
subject. 

 

The District Council has, however, offered to sell the cark park to the 
Parish Council. This of course, would involve a capital outlay and ongoing 
maintenance and administration costs.  We have been actively assessing 
the costs and implications of taking on the responsibility and need to know 
your thoughts and opinions on such a step as the venture, if it has your 
overall approval, would entail the Parish Council obtaining finance. 

 

We can now advise you of the following: - 

Purchase price (legally restrictive conditions)  £20,000.00 
 

Ongoing costs 
 

Resurfacing/lining (very poor state of repair at present)  £30,000.00 
Ticket machine (cash collection, enforcement, servicing)     £6,000.00 
General maintenance (sweeping, gritting etc.,)     £1,500.00 

Please note these figures are estimates 

There would be some income from parking charges and a percentage of 
season tickets sold. However, this would not be sufficient to cover the 
costs and we estimate, on the current figures provided by Wyre Forest 
District Council that there would be an increase in Council Tax amounting 
to approximately £7.00 per annum on a property in Band D to cover the 
costs. 

The Parish Council needs to know your thoughts and opinions before it 
can decide. In the meantime, we will continue to look for possible 
alternative solutions. Here is a link to a survey where you can give your 
views,  

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/HSN7QFD 

A hard copy of the survey will be provided on request, you can also email 
or write to the Clerk direct with your views, contact details are provided to 
the right of this article. 
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Examination of the Wyre Forest Local Plan.  

The hearing sessions of the Examination have now been arranged and will run over a four week period 
opening at  9.30 am on Monday 11 January 2021.   The sessions will be held virtually on the following 
days:-  

Week 1:  Monday 11 January, Wednesday 13 January and Thursday 14 January 2021 

Week 2:  Monday 18 January, Wednesday 20 January and Thursday 21 January 2021 

Week 3;  Monday 25 January, Tuesday 26 January and Thursday 28 January 2021 

Week 4:  Monday  8 February, Wednesday 10 February and Thursday 11 February 2021 

The following documents have been published which relate to the hearing sessions, ED16  Inspector’s 
Matters, Issues and Questions, ED17  Inspector’s Guidance Notes for the Examination and ED18  Draft 
Hearings programme  

These documents can all be accessed on the hearing sessions page via the link below.  

www.wyreforestdc.gov.uk/localplanexamination 

The Inspector’s Guidance Notes set out the procedures which will be followed during the Examination, 
including full details on the provision of hearing statements (para 19-24) and participation at the hearing 
sessions (paras 8-9). 

 

Parish Council Meetings 

The Parish Council continues to meet ‘virtually’ on the   
second Monday of the month using the Zoom application.         
Residents are entitled to, and very welcome, to join the 
meeting. The information required to join the meeting will 
be displayed on the noticeboards and on the Parish Council 
website, as always please contact the Clerk if you require 
any assistance 

Grant Scheme 

The Parish Council sets aside a budget 
each year to use to provide grants for   
local organisations. If you are interested in 
applying for a grant, please contact the 
Parish Clerk for a copy of the Council’s 
policy and an application form. 

Nominated Neighbour Scheme  

The Parish Council would like to make residents aware that our Local Policing Team are looking to   
promote the Nominated Neighbour Scheme. The purpose of the scheme is to help elderly and          
vulnerable members of the community feel safer in their homes and reduce the chance of distraction 
burglars targeting the area.   

How the scheme works: A friend or neighbour (NN) will write the person’s address onto the supplied 
NN card.  When the client has a caller at the door they don’t recognise, they will post the card back 
through their letterbox which will direct the caller to the NN’s home.  When the caller arrives at the NN’s 
home, they will confirm their identity (but not let them in).  When the NN is happy that the caller is    
genuine the NN returns to the client’s home with the caller (making sure to lock their own house before 
they leave). NN stays with the caller while business is conducted (unless client requests privacy).  They 
ensure person’s house is secure and never leave the caller alone.  When caller has completed their 
business, NN sees them off the premises. 

If the client doesn’t have a neighbour they could call on, but they have a relative who lives nearby, write 
the relative’s phone number on the card.  This information has been provided by the Local Policing 
Team. 

The Parish Council is being asked to  help to identify residents in this area who they think would benefit 
from this scheme. So if you know someone who matches this criteria, please ask their permission and 
forward their details to the Parish Council Clerk by email, telephone or in writing. When the Police have 
the names and addresses of people who would benefit from the scheme they will deliver a Nominated 
Neighbour pack to them. 

 

Thank you in advance for your help with this initiative.  


