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Assynt Community Council

30th November 2017
Lochinver Community Hall

7.30pm
Minutes (approved January 2018)

1) Present:
K Anderson (KA), A Dickson (AD), M Hutchison (MH), P Jones (PJ), R Kerr (RK), V Ling (VL), D McBain (DM),
D Slator (DS) (Chair), L Taylor (LT), J Thomas (JT)
No others present.

2) Apologies:
None.

3) Expressions of Interest:
There were none.

4) Minutes of October Meeting and Matters arising:
VL asked that the wording be changed on two items - see 'Matters Arising' items v and vi.
LT then proposed the draft minutes be accepted and JT seconded.

Matters arising were as follows:

i. Late Bus:
David Summers has informed DS that the driving vacancy has just been re-advertised, three weeks after he was

informed there had been no applicants so far. DM felt this delayed reaction was unacceptable, given that Ewans'
contract expires at the end of the current school term. There was also the belief that there had been at least one
applicant for the position, but this individual had received no reply to date.

Action: DS to telephone Mr Summers and express the ACC's concerns regarding the apparent lack of urgency yet
again in resolving this contentious issue.

ii. Geopark:
Laura Hamlet has been in touch with DS, on behalf of the Geopark, regarding the proposed installation of a Geopod

and campervan waste facilities. The Geopark are satisfied that it would be most effective if both were located at the
Lochinver end of the 'Pebble Route'.

iii. War Memorial:
The contractors have been unsuccessful in sourcing scaffolding locally, and as the funding is time-sensitive and the

contractor is not technically qualified to decide the exact requirements, it has been decided to seek professional
advice and look further afield.

iv. Stoer Church:
Following heated discussion and communication regarding this building project, DS asked for it to be minuted that

the ACC has no position on this matter. He reiterated that private individuals (whether community council members
or not) have the right to offer their support for the application or otherwise if they wish to do so.

v. ACC Website:
Since no one has responded to requests made earlier in the year for web-site designer and administor, VL asked

that the position be advertised as soon as possible.
Action: JT to advertise this vacancy in the Assynt News and LT to do the same on the ACC's Facebook page.

vi. School Heating System:



2
This matter was originally brought up at the September ACC meeting, following approaches from a concerned

parent. Angela Macleod (head mistress of Lochinver Primary School) has since emailed VL clarifying the situation.
The problem of inadequate heating has not been fully resolved, but the head mistress has regularly been in touch
with the maintenance department and at no time were the pupils' comfort or welfare put at risk.

MH suggested  that  any  further  concerns  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  ACC relating  to  the  school  be  first
discussed with the head mistress and the Parents' Council.

Action: LT to contact the school in January to find out what progress has been made in obtaining an improved
heating system.

vii. Litter Bins:
Action : MH to ask  George Farlow for  the cost  of  new litter  bins  and information on who is  responsible  for

emptying them.

viii. Consultation on proposed changes to Highland constituency boundaries:
DS has now sent off the statement prepared by VL on behalf of the ACC to the Electoral Commission. 

5) Financial Report:
KA read out the latest accounts -
Business account balance - £154.83
Reserve Account balance - £4474.29
There are concerns that the Geopark are not making it clear what month's rent is being paid when issuing cheques

at random.
Action: KA to email Pete Harrison to highlight the current problem, and to ask that a standing order system be used

to ensure each month's rent is paid on time.

6) Correspondence:
Following the Better  Conversations  roadshow in  October,  David  Haines  has  contacted VL  asking  that  the ACC

support his request for a 40 mph limit to be applied on sections of the B869 along the coast road North of Lochinver.
He maintained that drivers are travellng along this route at 60 mph, and also driving at excessive speeds along the
approaches to the car park at Stoer Lighthouse.

RK pointed out that driving along the B869 at 60 mph is impossible, given the nature of the road. DM added that
the government has a clear policy specifying speed restrictions on rural roads, and local councils do not have the
power to over-ride these.

It  was  unanimously  agreed  that  the  ACC would  not  support  this  request,  not  least  because  it  would  set  an
unwarranted precedent.

7) Community Services:

i. Lochinver Public Toilets:
AD has been in touch with John Mackay since the official responsible for public amenities is currently on leave. This

matter will be dealt with in due time upon his return. 
JT passed on a complaint about the intensity of the lights outside the village toilets. This is particularly annoying for

residents of Inver Park. AD felt the lights should remain as they are, given that anyone using these facilities late at
night would require adequate lighting for safe and secure access.

ii. Salt Dump:
Progress has been delayed, despite assurances to the contrary. But the construction of retaining walls and a hard

standing at the proposed new site has now been put out to tender.

iii. Clashnessie Cattle Grid:
This has now been fitted, but no further progress has been made on the grid along the main approach to Lochinver.

iv. Achmelvich Road:
Alex Shield has informed AD that Munros will drain the flooded section of road and examine the damaged culvert

with a view to its repair or replacement if necessary.
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v. Play Park equipment:
JT has contacted all three Highland Councillors asking that the new play park equipment be installed. To date, none

have had the courtesy to acknowledge her letters or to offer a reply. AD has mentioned this issue to John Mackay
when discussing the condition of the public toilets. The grass cutting crew are scheduled to carry out the installation
when time permits, but LT pointed out that only one member of the team is technically qualified to undertake the
work involved.

Action: DS suggested JT write to all three councillors again expressing her dismay at their failure to respond and
asking that the matter be given immediate priority.

vi. Kirk Road Footpath:
JT reported that a section of footpath between Kirk Road and the play park is subject to flooding whenever it rains.

It appears that there is a damaged drain.
Action: AD to investigate.

vii. Streetlights:
VL  has  been  informed  that  the  street  lights  along  the  approaches  to  Lochinver  Primary  School  remain  lit

throughout the night, but they serve no practical purpose during the winter months because they go off before the
staff and pupils arrive in the morning and don't come on again until after school has closed.

AD and DM confirmed that the same situation applies to a number of lights within the village. Some sections of
lighting work off timers rather than from light-sensitive switches, which means they go off when it's still dark during
the winter.

Action: AD to pursue the matter further with a view to have the lighting synchronised to be operational during all
hours of darkness.

viii. Car Park Signs:
LT asked if the ACC had agreed to pay for signage directing visitors to the two car parks in Lochinver. This was

already decided at an earlier meeting.

8) Allocation of ACC funds:
VL has produced a pro forma application form and a set of explanatory notes for anyone requesting funding from

the ACC.
All present agreed that both documents would serve the purpose perfectly and steps should be taken to formalise

the procedure. It was also suggested the documents be circulated among other local funding providers in order to
standardise the process.

Each application would be given full consideration by the ACC before any award was made (or rejected) subject to
available funds and merit.

Action: When the final  application package is  complete,  VL to advertise the scheme on Facebook and on the
proposed ACC website. 

9) Deer in Lochinver:
The local police officer, Matt Stringer, has spoken to Durrant Macleod about the feeding of deer on his property,

given that there have been two recent incidents of cars striking deer on the road approaching the village at night.
There is no law against feeding deer, regardless of the consequences to road users, and Durrant had suggested HC

take a look at the Wolf-Eye system - a series of roadside poles complete with reflectors. When traffic approaches
these poles at night, light from their headlights is reflected to give the appearance of wolf's eyes causing any deer to
vacate the vicinity. It was also suggested a sign be placed at the Glac informing drivers of the likelihood of deer on the
road ahead.

DS has been informed by Gordon Robertson that the projected perimeter deer fence separating the village from
various sections of adjacent woodland is still being considered, but the nature of the topography will make this a
difficult and ultimately costly exercise.

MH reported that so far only one quote has been received for the deer fence around Culag Park. Again, funding will
be necessary and there is the added complication of access.

10) AOCB:
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i. Leisure Centre:
KA has received complaints regarding the cleanliness of the Leisure Centre.
RK reported that an advertisement has now been placed for a cleaner.

ii. Caplich Wind Farm:
KA asked if  there  is  any  further  progress  on this  project,  given that HC funds continue be cut,  resulting in  a

preceived reduction in local services and facilities.
VL replied that the results of the public enquiry are due to be published in the near future.

iii. Parking at Raigmore Hospital:
Drivers arriving at Raigmore, either as visitors or out-patients, are finding it increasingly difficult to obtain a parking

space inside the hospital grounds. It was felt that charging for parking spaces would be a backward step, but it seems
the allocation of parking spaces has not kept up with the expansion of the hospital. AD asked that this be discussed
at the next meeting of the 6 Community Councils, but after further discussion it was agreed the matter should be
brought to the immediate attention of the three Highland Councillors and our local MSP.

Action: DS to raise the issue with all four and report back.

The meeting closed at 21.10.

The next ACC meeting will take place on Thursday, January 25th  2018 at Lochinver Village Hall.
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