
WHAT’S ON IN FEBRUARY 

Regular Events 
Contemplative Prayer: Contemplative Prayer Mondays at 4.00pm.  Venues 

to be announced, phone for details 01361 883315. 

Bible Study Group: Wednesdays at 10.00 a.m. At the moment we’re 

studying the Psalms. 

Meeting Point:  28th February at 2.30 pm. Janet Starkey will be speaking 
about Edinburgh Direct Aid and we will be welcoming members of the Parish 

Churches and St Margaret’s. 

Christ Church Contact Details 

Address: The Rectory, Wellfield, Duns. TD11 3EH 
Telephone, message only: 01361 882209 
email: Christchurch.duns@outlook.com 

Interim minister - Prebendary Bob King 
Address: St. Andrew's Rectory, 6 Forestfield, 
Kelso. TD5 7BX                  Telephone: 01573 224163 

email: rectorofkelso@gmail.com     

Website: www.christchurchduns.org.uk 
Charity Number SC009385 

Material for inclusion in the March newsletter 
should be submitted as early as possible and by 

TUESDAY, 20th FEBRUARY at the latest. 

Email: ratzelbaumuk@yahoo.co.uk 

Dear All, 

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to our 
Christmas services this year especially Andy who has 
been central in organizing services and those who 
have decorated our church so beautifully. A reminder 
to please take these down by the 6th January. 

Please remember Rev. Bob King in your prayers as he 
continues to recover from illness. 

The date for the Ukulele Concert at Christ Church is 
the 2nd February, please keep this date free. 

Thank you to all who contributed to our gift month 
£550 has been received so far. 

Representatives from Christ Church, Eyemouth and 
Coldstream vestries are to meet on February 5th to 
discuss the future of our ministries. The Vestry are 
to fine tune a draft profile at their next meeting on 
January 22nd after which it will be open to all 
members for comment. 

Can I make a plea that if you need me to do 
something; you leave a message on the church phone 
or email address as I seem to be accosted as soon as 
I arrive for a service at church, which is not 
conducive for prayer. 

Best wishes for the New Year     Christina Fairclough  

Dear All, 

Please support the Ukulele Concert at Christ Church 
on the 2nd February. Take several fliers, available in 
Church and encourage friend and neighbours to join 
us.  Entry by donation. 7.00pm 

We have been without a cleaner for 6 weeks and I 
would like to thank all members who wielded a mop, 
duster or hoover to keep the church tidy. A new 
cleaner has been found and if they sustain the 
standard that greeted us on Sunday 21st we will be 
very happy. Thank you Genny for organising and 
monitoring this.  

Vestry Update 

Sunday Services (10.30 am) 

February 4th:Presiding Rev. B. King 
Isaiah 40. 21-31, 1 Corinthians 9. 16-23, Psalm 147. 1-11, 20, 
Mark 1.29-39 
Evening Prayer 5.00 pm NOTE NEW TIME 

February 11th: Presiding G. Dixon 
2 Kings 5. 1-14, 1 Corinthians 9. 24-27, Psalm 30, Mark 1. 40-45 

February 18th  Lent 1: Presiding Rev M. Jones 
Isaiah 43. 18-25, 2 Corinthians 1. 18-22, Psalm 41, Mark 2. 1-12 

February 25th Lent 2: Presiding Rev. G. Redpath 
Hosea 2. 14-20, 2 Corinthians 3. 1-6, Psalm 101. 1-13,22 
Mark 2. 13-22 
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A Place for Peace and Hope 

Seeking to be a family of caring people growing in the 
knowledge and love of God through Jesus Christ and 
expressing that love, with the help of the Holy Spirit, 
through our relationships with one another and our 

service and witness in the community. 

This was omitted from the January newsletter.  
Abject apologies HP 

February Update 

We have received the audited accounts and there will be a very 
short EGM after the service on Sunday 4th February to approve 
them. I will send out a copy electronically and a hard copy is 
available in church. If we receive no comments before the end of 
February, we will assume your agreement. 

Pray for the meeting with selected members of Christ Church, 
Coldstream and Eyemouth Vestries as they meet to discuss the 
future on February 5th. 

The draft New Minister Profile is being merged with an earlier 
one and will have to be shown to the Bishop. The vestry hope to 
advertise our vacancy in May. Thankyou for all your suggestions, 
they are invaluable. 

The vestry decided to operate the church heating manually by 
using the thermostat. During the cold spell we have had this will 
result in an increased cost, however it was decided to continue 
this trial and assess in April. Meanwhile other methods of heating 
such a large building is being investigated. 

If any member would like to receive the sacrament at home, 
please let us know.                                           Christina Fairclough  



FOODBANK UPDATE 

Dear All 

The number of referrals in December was up 

to 24 which is more than twice as many 

needed in November. 

The Foodbank stocks remain very healthy. 

Much of this was due to the Berwickshire 

Housing Association who volunteered to 

collect for the Foodbank as their chosen 

charity. They delivered an astonishing amount 

of food to the Foodbank in December and to 

them go our grateful thanks for their 

impressive effort! 

We need to run down stocks of: Baked Beans, 

Soup and Pasta as they are now close to their 

sell by dates. It would be helpful if you desist 

from including these items in your January 

giving. 

We are thankful as always for your persistent 

giving and support for the Foodbank 

throughout 2017. Due to this we are in a 

healthy place whereby we can continue to 

support the needy and help them if possible to 

get back on track.  Every blessing,       Charles 

Lent 
Valentine’s Day, the Feast of Saint Valentine, falls as 
ever on 14 February. How we indulge in the 
commercial trimmings of romantic love as it is 
celebrated (we hope!) with bouquets of flowers, 
sweets and greeting cards. This year the beginning of 
Lent, Ash Wednesday, also falls on Wednesday 14 
February. Lent symbolises the days when Christ spent 
forty days and nights alone in the desert preparing for 
his ministry and hence can be a time when we can 
reflect honestly on our lives. Yet in modern Western 
society we often ignore the sacrifices and meaning of 
Lent. 

Lent is a time for new beginnings when Christians 
prepare for Easter by fasting, reflection, prayer and 
penitence. But what is penitence? Is it private 
confession leading to true repentance and thus to 
divine forgiveness? Does it include meditation and 
renewal? Can penitence enrich our lives? 

Fasting is easier to define than penitence and is a 
tradition found in many religions: a disciplined regime 
that helps people meditate and promotes wellbeing. 
For Christians, fasting is undertaken to seek a closer 
intimacy with God. What you can eat in Lent is 
carefully prescribed by tradition. However, we have it 
easier than some other Christian denominations, 
including the Eastern Orthodox Church, who still 
follow monastic Lenten rules and for whom Lent, the 
‘Season of Bright Sadness’, is solemnly observed. So 
what are you planning to give up for Lent and more 
importantly, why? Will it be something you love — 
alcohol, milk, caffeine, smoking, meat and cheese, 
sugar in your tea, or chocolate? Will you give the 
money you save to charities? Will you give up 
luxuries, mountain climbing, television, internet 
games or Facebook? Perhaps you are giving up 
mediocrity, sarcasm, gossiping, quarrelling, 
grumpiness or laziness!? Time for some brainstorming 
and keeping love in the frame!                 Janet Starkey 

Ukulele Concert 
An evening of folk and 

blues 

Jim Benton-Evans is a local 

priest, singer-songwriter and 

semi-professional ukulele 

player. He plays with the group 

Dismal Jibe. 

 

Christ Church, Duns 
Friday, February 2nd 

7.30 pm 

In your prayers this month, remember 
particularly the Adams and Ramsay families 

who have been recently bereaved. 

Also remember Charlie and Arabella, whose 
baby, Flora, was born prematurely. 

Pray for the Hay family too, especially Aline’s 
sister Margaret and daughter Caroline. 

Bob King is going into hospital on 31st. 
January for surgery and also needs your 

prayers. 

... Actually, I’ve 

decided to give up 

abstinence for 

Lent.... 

A teacher asked her class to draw a picture of their 
favourite Old Testament story, and as she moved around 
the class, she saw that he children were enjoying the 
task and had produced some very good illustrations of 
Bible stories. Then she came across Sharon who had 
drawn a man driving an old car. In the back seat was a 
scantily clad man and woman. "It's a lovely picture," said 
the teacher, "but which story does it tell?"  

Sharon seemed surprised at the question. 
"Well," she exclaimed, "doesn't it say in the 
Bible that God drove Adam and Eve out of the 
Garden of Eden?"  


