July 15th is st. swithin’s Day
Very little is known of this saint's life, for his biographers
constructed their "Lives" long after his death and there is
hardly any mention of him in contemporary documents.
Probably he was a trusted counsellor of Egbert, King of
the West Saxons (d. 839), who caused him to be elected
to the Bishopric of Winchester. The chroniclers say that
he was a diligent builder of churches in places where
there were none before and a repairer of those that had
been destroyed or ruined. He died on 2nd July AD 862
and was buried, according to his own wishes, in the
churchyard of the Old Minster at Winchester, where
"passers-by might tread on his grave and where the rain
from the eaves might fall on it." Nearly a century later
(931) his body was moved with great ceremony to a
golden shrine within the new church erected by Bishop
Ethelwulf (d. 984). The shrine was destroyed and the
relics scattered in 1538.
His reputation as a weather saint is said to have arisen
when the monks moved his body on July 15th from its
lowly grave to the golden shrine inside the Cathedral,
having been delayed by incessant rain. Hence the
weather on the anniversary festival indicated, according
to the old rhyme, what it would be like for the next forty
days:

St. Swithun's day, if thou dost rain
For forty days it will remain;
St. Swithun's day, if thou be fair
For forty days 'twill rain nae mair.
Alas, according to the Meteorological Office, this is
untrue. They have tested the myth on 55 occasions and
each time 40 days of similar weather did not follow.
Nevertheless, St. Swithin still has a loyal following. The
cathedrals at Winchester and Stavanger in Norway are
dedicated to him and we can always wait and see what
the weather’s like this year!
Research by HP

WHAT’S ON IN JULY
Regular Events
Contemplative Prayer: Contemplative Prayer Mondays
at 4.30pm. Venues to be announced, phone for details
01361 883315.
Bible Study Group: begins again on Wednesday,
September 5th.

CHRIST CHURCH DUNS
Teindhillgreen
Duns, TD11 3DX

Meeting Point: begins again in the autumn

Sunday Services (10.30 am)
July 1st: No morning service at Christ Church
We attend the Kirking of the Reiver at the Parish Church.
5.00 pm. Evening Prayer

A Place for Peace and Hope
Seeking to be a family of caring people growing in the
knowledge and love of God through Jesus Christ and
expressing that love, with the help of the Holy Spirit,
through our relationships with one another and our
service and witness in the community.

July 8th: Proper 9. Presiding: Rev S. Cameron
Ezekiel 2.1-5; Psalm 123; 2 Corinthians 12.2-10; Mark 6.1-13
July 15th: Proper 10. Presiding: Rev. G. Redpath
Amos 7.7-15; Psalm 85.8-13; Ephesians 1.3-14; Mark 6.14-29
July 22nd: Proper 11. Presiding: Rev. K.Walker
Jeremiah 23.1-16; Psalm 23; Ephesians 2.11-22; Mark 6.3034,53-56
July 29th: Proper 12 Presiding: Preb. B. King
2 Kings 4.42-44; Psalm 145.10-18; Ephesians 3.14-21; John
6.1-21

Our Mission Focus for July/August: Msalabani FP
School, Zomba, Malawi.
Genny said that some women from our area had been out to
help and there are plans to send out the desks and chairs from
the old Duns Primary and High schools and they need bags of
concrete. We hope to invite the ladies to one of our services
to give us more information.
Christina

Advance notice
The renewed church of St. Ebba's Eyemouth is having an
open weekend 20th/21st October and a Dedication service
on 25th November taken by Bishop John.

Christ Church Contact Details
Address: The Rectory, Wellfield, Duns. TD11 3EH
Telephone, message only: 01361 882209
email: Christchurch.duns@outlook.com
Interim minister - Prebendary Bob King
Address: St. Andrew's Rectory, 6 Forestfield,
Kelso. TD5 7BX
Telephone: 01573 224163
email: rectorofkelso@gmail.com

Website: www.christchurchduns.org.uk
Charity Number SC009385
Material for inclusion in the August newsletter
should be submitted as early as possible and by
Tuesday July 31st at the latest.
Email: ratzelbaumuk@yahoo.co.uk

Dear friends
The summer means sunshine and fun. Does it
mean the same for everyone? There are those
who still struggle in the summer. It's one thing
that we tend to forget about as the days lengthen.
It's much easier to imagine lonely people
shivering in the damp and cold of winter, but
we're too often preoccupied with thoughts of
sunshine and holidays to realise that it's often in
the summer that people can feel even more
isolated - seeing others enjoying themselves and
disappearing on holidays abroad. And clubs and
societies mostly stop through the summer, which
can deprive people of much valued social contact.
Do the local families that are struggling or “just
about managing” get a break and a bit of help to
get them out of themselves? So let us help those
who are not so lucky by giving practical
assistance.
One way we can do this is by remembering to
donate items regularly to the Foodbank. Whether
we’re off to Benidorm or Bali, we should
remember that there are people here who still
need to be fed while we’re away.
Dick Dennys

Vestry Update
Members of our Vestry joined with the other Berwickshire
Vestries on 4th June and were joined by the Dean, Frances
Burberry, and by the Diocesan Secretary, Godfrey Robson.
In short, Diocese is impressed with the financial model.
They think it is reasonable and well thought out and that
our request for Diocesan support is about right. They
want a covering letter, the model and the minutes of the
meeting of 4th June by way of a more formal request that
will go before the Mission and Ministry Committee and
then Finance Committee.
We had modelled £56,000 of Diocesan support over a
three year period. They want to commit to at least an
additional two-year contingency (their suggestion) so that
if things are slower than expected we won't run out of
money.
We are looking at a two week time frame to get the stuff
sent off. Then, after approval we can advertise, probably
at the beginning of August with a view to appointing
soon after Christmas.
I hope you have looked at the new website http://
www.christchurchduns.org and if you have any
suggestions, please let me have them. We also need
photos to add to the website, please search your phones
and send any relevant ones.
Christina Fairclough

The strongman at a circus sideshow demonstrated his power
before a large audience. Towards the end, he squeezed the juice
from a lemon between his hands. He then said to the audience, "I
will offer £200 to anyone in the audience who can squeeze another
drop from this lemon."
A thin scholarly looking man came forward, picked up the lemon,
strained hard and managed to get a drop. The strongman was
amazed. He paid the man and asked, "What is the
secret of your strength?"
"Practice," the man answered. "I was the treasurer
of a Church for thirty-two years!"

This month, please pray for people in
hospital and those having tests and waiting
for results. Remember the housebound ,
those in care and their carers. Also don’t
forget to pray for safe travel for those going
on holiday and for Jean’s daughter-in-law
and her unborn baby.

FOODBANK UPDATE
Dear All,
It has been a very busy month for the
Foodbank team with 29 referrals for the
month of May which is certainly above
average. This is the biggest number of
referrals so far this year, and exceeds last
year's highest number of referrals which was
24 in December 2017. As you can imagine a
lot of food has left the store.
Basically donations of all food items on the
list, apart from baked beans, would be very
welcome.
We have run out of the following: Cereals,
Tinned Meat (both hot and cold),
Marmalade/Jam, Tinned Fruit, Tinned
Desserts (rice and custard), Pasta Sauce
and Coffee.
Our stock levels are becoming critical and I
am sure you will respond in the customary
manner in your most generous way. As
always we give you many thanks for all your
support and giving.
Every blessing

Charles

