Christina Fairclough
Grace said it all on
Wednesday 15th
when we all
gathered in Christ
Church.
There are those who
are great – they win
peace awards, make
big political decisions
for the country,
invent new
medicines and
produce wonderful
works of art/music/
literature. They are
titans.
And there are hundreds of thousands who work
hard, make things better for other people, are
kind, caring, generous with time and money,
inspirational and great fun. People who brighten
our lives and make us smile as well as lighten our
load. This was Christina.
She was so grounded and so unimpressed by
posing or platitudes. I thought it was a Yorkshire
trait, this straight talking, but maybe it is a
Northern trait. Whatever, I like it, you knew
where you were with Christina. Her last words to
me, as I gave her a cuddle when I saw her in
church on the week before the last visit she made
was “Don’t be nice to me!”
She was such good fun. James told me that he
and his Mum had gone off to Malaga on holiday
together a few years ago – he had booked the
flights, she the apartment – and the first night, at
11.30 she announced, “We should be going out!”.
So that was it - till 3 in the morning.
One of the men I met at the Wheatsheaf after the
funeral confessed that he had only met Christina
once or twice but having heard the tributes, he
wished he had got to know her better. Those of
us who knew her better were privileged to know
someone very special.

She now sits at God’s right hand – with the titans.
Andy Lester

WHAT’S ON IN SEPTEMBER
Regular Events
Contemplative Prayer: Contemplative Prayer Mondays
at 4.30pm. Venues to be announced, phone for details
01361 883315.
Bible Study Group: begins again on Wednesday,
September 5th at 10.00 am at 16, Murray Street..Come
along with ideas for our next session.
Meeting Point: begins again on Wednesday 26th at 2.30
in the Church Room, when Miles Wrigley will talk about
the Food Bank.

Sunday Services (10.30 am)
September 2nd: HC: Presiding Preb. B King
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A Place for Peace and Hope
Seeking to be a family of caring people growing in the
knowledge and love of God through Jesus Christ and
expressing that love, with the help of the Holy Spirit,
through our relationships with one another and our
service and witness in the community.

September 9th: All Age Communion: Presiding G Dixon
September 16th: Healing Eucharist: Presiding Rev S
Cameron
September 23rd: HC: Presiding B Noble
September 30th: HC: Presiding Rev K Walker
Apologies that no further details about the services are
available at this time. The information above is taken
from Joan Weadon’s latest rota.

This month, pray particularly for Mark and his
family as they come to terms with their recent loss.
Others needing prayers because of illness and the
stress caused for their partners include Anne and
Stewart, Birthe and Dick, Freda and Dick, Marlene
and David and any others known to you who need
help at this time.
Also pray for the Ramsey family as they celebrate
baby Flora’s baptism on September 2nd.

Christ Church Contact Details
Address: The Rectory, Wellfield, Duns. TD11 3EH
Telephone, message only: 01361 882209
email: Christchurch.duns@outlook.com
Interim minister - Prebendary Bob King
Address: St. Andrew's Rectory, 6 Forestfield,
Kelso. TD5 7BX
Telephone: 01573 224163
email: rectorofkelso@gmail.com

Website: www.christchurchduns.org.uk
Charity Number SC009385
Material for inclusion in the October newsletter
should be submitted as early as possible and by
Tuesday, September 25th at the latest.
Email: newsletter@christchurchduns.org

“Sometimes, I sits and thinks –
- sometimes, I just sits”
This was the answer I received from Geoffrey
Dymond (for many years Caretaker and Butler at
Manderston) when I came across him one day just
sitting in the garden and enquired if he were all right.
In this sometime stressful and chaotic world in which
we live, how wonderful if we are fortunate to be able
to do this. We should all take time out now and again
for quiet reflection and to recharge our batteries.
Jesus himself, we are led to believe, sometimes took
time out away from His disciples to sit and think – and
yes, possibly just sit.

William Henry Davies writes in his well loved poem ‘
Leisure’:
What is this life if full of care
we have no time to stand and stare.
No time to stand beneath the boughs
and stare as long as sheep or cows.
No time to see, when woods we pass
where squirrels hide their nuts in grass.
No time to see, in broad daylight
streams full of stars, like skies at night.
No time to turn at Beauty's glance
and watch her feet, how they can dance.
No time to wait till her mouth can
enrich that smile her eyes began.
A poor life this is if, full of care
we have no time to stand and stare.

Sometimes, I sits and thinks – sometimes, I
just sits.
Marlene Young

Vestry Update
Vestry has met twice in August. The first meeting was an
Emergency Meeting following the death of Christina
Fairclough, our church administrator, who will be sadly
missed; the second, a regular meeting on 20 August. All
agreed that the funeral service for Christina on 15 August
was truly memorable, with everyone supporting each other;
Grace Redpath did a stunning job leading the service, and
there was a very good atmosphere despite the sadness of
the occasion.
Following the Emergency meeting, various administrative
tasks have been reallocated, and our website and Facebook
page updated; dates are now set up for future vestry
meetings, and deadlines agreed for the submission of
Newsletter material; and a number of forms and instructions
have been revised, with new email contact addresses.
Kneelers have been repaired and these will be arranged
along the nave walls. Plans are also underway to update the
map of the graveyard and make historical information
available for researchers.
Worship Group is due to meet on 29 August at Andrew
Lester’s house at 10.00 to discuss future services. Please
note that Harvest Festival is now scheduled for 7 October, to
be followed by a Bring and Share lunch after the service in
the Church Rooms. All are welcome and please bring guests
too! More details will be available shortly.
Plans for the new appointment are progressing well and
feedback from the Diocese on the various related
documents have been very positive. We are still awaiting
some minor adjustments to the joint profile from Eyemouth
and Coldstream, as well as short introductions from the
Bishop and Mission Enabler, but we are hoping that the
advert will be approved for circulation at some point during
September. If you know of anyone who you think might like
to apply, please encourage them to contact Peter Estibeiro
or send Peter any appropriate suggestions. There is nothing
like word of mouth!
There is no Vestry meeting during September, so our next
meeting will be on 15 October. Agenda items to Janet
Starkey by 10 October please.
Paul Starkey

FOODBANK UPDATE
Dear All,
We are experiencing an unprecedented need for
food in these recent months. In May and June
there were 29 referrals for each month; from
January to April 20 referrals or less, however in
July we have had 32 referrals. So the last three
months have seen quite an increase. You would
be interested to know that the 32 referrals of
this past month has fed 52 people.
We think that the school holidays and an
increase in the number of single referrals are
largely responsible for the July rise but time will
tell.
At any rate what it is doing is diminishing our
stocks at a higher rate! For instance within a few
days recently 32 cans of soup were delivered.
Currently there are no great surpluses of any
one item of food on your list in the Foodbank
stocks, so we are open to all types of food on
your list.
But especially we urgently need the following:
Tins of Soup; Tins of Meat (Fray Bentos
type pies, Tins of Irish Stew, Minced Beef
and Peas); Tins of Macaroni and Spaghetti;
Tins of Fish; Tins of Veg; Milk; Long Grain
Rice.
We are running low on the following: Coffee;
Tinned Fruit; Pasta Sauce; Beans; Tinned
Deserts, Rice and Custard; Tins of Dog Food
We thank you for all you are doing in keeping
the supply of food flowing and it is truly
appreciated by all.
Every blessing,

Charles

Flower Rota
2 and 9 September
16 and 23 September
30 September
7 October (Harvest)

Suzy Donaldson
Joan Wheadon
Jennifer Kinghorn
Flower Group
and Members of Church

