
 

WHAT’S ON IN JANUARY 

Regular Events 
Contemplative Prayer: Contemplative Prayer Mondays at 
4.30pm.  Venues to be announced, phone for details 01361 
883315. 

Bible Study Group: 10.00 am at 16, Murray Street on 
Wednesdays. Begins again January 9th at 10.00 am get 
together at 16 Murray Street to discuss material for next 
session - please come along with ideas. 

Meeting Point: Burns Tea Party 30th January 2.30 pm 

Congratulations to Lois on the birth of Lucy Jane,  

her first grandchild. 

Sunday Services (10.30 am) 

6th January: HC Rev Grace Redpath 
Isaiah 60.1-6; Psalm 72.1-7,10-14; Ephesians 3.1-12;  

Matthew 2.1-12 
 
13th January: Epiphany 1 HC Rev Michael Jones  
Isaiah 43.1-7; Psalm 29; Acts 8.14-17; Luke 3.15-17,21-22 
 
20th January: Epiphany 2 Healing Eucharist  Preb Bob King 

Isaiah 62.1-5; Psalm 36.5-10; 1 Corinthians 12.1-11;  
John 2.1-11 

 
27th January: Epiphany 3 HC Rev Sheila Cameron   
Nehemiah 8.1-3, 5-6, 8-10; Psalm 19; 1 Corinthians 12.12-31a; 

Luke 4.14-21 

Christ Church Contact Details 

Address: The Rectory, Wellfield, Duns. TD11 3EH 
Telephone, message only: 01361 882209 
email: Christchurch.duns@outlook.com 
Interim minister - Prebendary Bob King 
Address: St. Andrew's Rectory, 6 Forestfield, 
Kelso. TD5 7BX                  Telephone: 01573 224163 

email: rectorofkelso@gmail.com     

Website: www.christchurchduns.org 
Charity Number SC009385 

Material for inclusion in the February newsletter 
should be submitted as soon as possible and by 

January 22nd at the latest..  
Email: newsletter@christchurchduns.org  
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A Place for Peace and Hope 

Seeking to be a family of caring people growing in the 
knowledge and love of God through Jesus Christ and 
expressing that love, with the help of the Holy Spirit, 
through our relationships with one another and our 

service and witness in the community. 

Prayer 
 

May we live within the light of love 

In these coming days 

May love call forth the songs we sing, 

May love enliven our celebrations. 

May love be within us, and love surround us. 

May we deeply know the abundance  

of God’s steadfast love.  Amen 

Sent in by Jean Fraser 

Advent  
Grace 

Photo by Dorothy Plenderleith 
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The big news is that we have now concluded the process to 
find and appoint a new Priest-in-Charge for the Berwickshire 
Group of Eyemouth, Coldstream and ourselves.  Protocol is 

that the formal announcement should take place 
simultaneously in our three churches and in any churches 
with which the Priest-in-Charge designate is associated.  We 
will make the announcement at the Service on Sunday 30th 

December. 

Our new Priest will be visiting us during the week 
commencing 7th January.  He also has meetings with the 
Bishop and Dean so we’ve not yet sure what his plans are for 
being in Berwickshire.  There will be certainly be opportunity 
to meet him and his wife so please watch the website and 
Facebook page for more information and we’ll also send an 
email round. 

We are beginning to make plans to prepare the Rectory 

which needs complete decorating and some refurbishment 
before the new Priest can move in.  We are currently looking 
at a start date for him in April or early May and there will be 
further updates as plans become clear.  There are still some 
procedural formalities to conclude with his current Diocese 
and with ours but there is nothing apparent that will hinder 
the process.  We will start the process for vacating the 
Rectory by giving three months notice. 

On her Visitation the Dean noticed some missing or cracked 

slates on the Church roof and recommended they be fixed 
before any more bad weather.  This has now been done. 

We had a successful AGM.  Highlights are that we have a 
healthier than projected financial balance.  Paul Starkey and 
Jean Fraser have agreed to remain on Vestry and have been 
appointed.  Genny Dixon has been appointed Treasurer (and 
I have stepped down as acting Treasurer).  Janet Starkey has 
been appointed Vestry secretary. 

Thanks were minuted to all who quietly ensure the smooth 

running of the Church, all who have risen to the challenge 
during the vacancy and all who have been involved with the 
Priest-in-Charge recruitment process. 

I noted that in my four years of giving the Chairman’s Report 
I have seen the Church resolve conflicts amicably, grow in 
unity and become increasingly optimistic.  We also noted 
sadness at the loss of Christina Fairclough and Charles 
Ramsay this year and we remember in our prayers and 
actions those amongst us who are bereaved, ill or in distress. 

Christmas is a time of hope and renewal but the trappings 
and expectations of Christmas can be very hard for many so 
I wish you joy, strength, resilience and peace; and optimism 
for 2019. With very best wishes to you all       Peter Estibeiro 

Vestry Update 
Dear All 

November was another busy month for the Foodbank 

with 33 referrals feeding 56 people. Six out of the 
last seven months has seen this higher demand than 
previously we were used to. Then, for four years, the 
average number of referrals was below twenty per 
month. 

The Foodbank is struggling to meet the increase of 
referrals and we are now using cash funds to keep 
the stocks at a sustainable level. As always we are 
very grateful for all your generous and timely giving 
as indeed are the recipients. We thank the 
Berwickshire Housing Association for choosing the 

Foodbank as their charity leading up to Christmas. 

Currently we have none of the following: Long life 
Milk; Long Grain Rice; Coffee; Sugar 

We are running short of the following: Tinned Meat 
(Irish Stew, Mince, Beef, Meatballs, Hot Dogs etc) 
Tinned Custard; Rice; Assorted Veg including 
Potatoes 

All other items of food on the list are most welcome 
except for Dried Pasta of which we have plenty. 

The Christmas period may see even higher demand 

but time will tell. Thank you for keeping the 

Foodbank in your mind and actions. All such kindness 
is well received and appreciated. 

Every blessing                                              Charles 

FOODBANK UPDATE  
 

A Christmas Message  
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! — The 

words trip off the tongue so easily that we forget that 

the convenient week’s gap between the two 

celebrations is actually quite accidental. For a start, 

there is no evidence that Jesus was actually born on 

25 December, or indeed, on any day near it.  Then 

again, because of historical changes in the calendar, 

most Eastern Christians celebrate Christmas on 7 

January rather than 25 December anyway. 

New Year too is quite arbitrary. From their names, 

September, October, November and December ought 

to be the seventh, eighth, ninth and tenth months of 

the year — and so they were when the year started in 

March. Scotland changed to a 1 January New Year in 

1600, though in England the change was not made 

until 1752. Different cultures also have different 

New Years. In Iran, New Year is still traditionally 

celebrated in March; while for Jews, the year begins 

in September or October. Meanwhile, for Muslims, 

whose religious year is based on a lunar calendar, 

New Year moves forward around eleven days a year 

according to the Gregorian calendar now in almost 

universal use.  

This year, as well as celebrating the birth of Jesus, 

we have an added reason to look forward to the New 

Year, as with our friends in Coldstream and 

Eyemouth  we await the arrival of our new Priest-in-

Charge in a few months’ time. Better, perhaps, to 

forget the quirks of the calendar for the time being. 

In the meantime, have a Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year — or should we just say Season’s 

Greetings?                                               Paul Starkey 


