It takes courage
To be crocus-minded.

WHAT’S ON IN MARCH
Regular Events

Lord, I’d rather wait until June,
like wise roses,
When the hazards of winter are safely behind,
And I’m expected,
And everything’s ready for roses.

Contemplative Prayer: Contemplative Prayer Mondays at
4.30pm. Venues to be announced, phone for details 01361
883315.

But crocuses?
Highly irregular
Knifing up through hard-frozen ground and snow,
Sticking their necks out,
Because they believe in Spring
And have something personal
And emphatic to say about it.

Meeting Point: Wednesday, March 27th at 2.30 pm, when
Janet from “Sentiments” will show us all how to make a
fascinator .

Lord, I am by nature rose-minded.
Even when I have studied the situation here
And know there are wrongs that need righting,
Affirmations that need stating,
And know that my speaking out may offend For it rocks the boat Well I’d rather wait for June;
Maybe later things will work themselves out,
and we won’t have to make an issue of it.
Lord, forgive me.
Wrongs don’t work themselves out,
Injustices and inequities and hurt don’t just
dissolve.
Somebody has to stick his neck out,
Somebody who cares enough
To think through
And work through hard ground,
Because he believes
And has something personal
And emphatic to say about it.
Me, Lord?
Crocus-minded?
Could it be that there
are things that need to
be said, and you want
me to say them?
I pray for courage.
Amen

CHRIST CHURCH DUNS
Teindhillgreen
Duns, TD11 3DX

Bible Study Group: 10.00 am at 16, Murray Street on
Wednesdays.

Sunday Services (10.30 am)
3rd March: HC Rev Ursula Stone
Exodus 34. 29-35, Psalm 99, 2 Corinthians. 3.12-4.2
Luke 9. 28-36

A Place for Peace and Hope
Seeking to be a family of caring people growing in the
knowledge and love of God through Jesus Christ and
expressing that love, with the help of the Holy Spirit,
through our relationships with one another and our
service and witness in the community.

10th March: All Age Communion Rev Ken Walker
Deuteronomy 26.1-11, Psalm 91.1-2,9-16, Romans 10.8b13 Luke 4.1-13
17th March: Healing Eucharist Rev Grace Redpath
Genesis 15.1-12,17-18, Psalm 27, Philippians 3. 17-4.1
Luke 13.31-35
24th March: HC: Rev Sheila Cameron
Isaiah 55.1-9, Psalm 63.1-8, Corinthians 10.1-13, Luke 13.1-9
31st March: Mothering Sunday: H C Preb. Bob King
Joshua 5.9-12, Psalm 32, Corinthians 5.16-21Luke 15.1-3, 11b-32
1st March: World Day of Prayer in St Margaret’s Duns at
7.00pm
6th March: Ash Wednesday: An invitation to St. Andrew’s
Church or continue with Bible Study as usual at 16 Murray
Street.

Continue to Pray for Freda and
Dick and for Marlene and David.
Also remember Ted and Joan
Wheadon: Joan is now in The Knoll.
Anne tells that Stuart is now
recovering so pray that this will
continue. Pray for Chris and
Pauline as they prepare for their
move to Christ Church.

Christ Church Contact Details
Address: The Rectory, Wellfield, Duns. TD11 3EH
Telephone, message only: 01361 882209
email: Christchurch.duns@outlook.com
Interim minister - Prebendary Bob King
Address: St. Andrew's Rectory, 6 Forestfield,
Kelso. TD5 7BX
Telephone: 01573 224163
email: rectorofkelso@gmail.com

Website: www.christchurchduns.org
Charity Number SC009385
Material for inclusion in the March newsletter
should be submitted as soon as possible and by
Tuesday, February 19th at the latest..
Email: newsletter@christchurchduns.org

Vestry Update
This will be a short but positive report mainly because
we are in a period of what might be called active waiting
for the next phase in the history of Christ Church to
begin.
In preparation for Chris and Pauline’s arrival in May,
there are a couple of formalities to conclude. One is
that we need a Memorandum of Understanding
between the three Berwickshire Churches that sets out
our expectations and obligations as we come together
as a group. This is likely to be centred around the
management of finances and payment of stipend and
expenses but will also include expectations about
Sunday and Festival services and how Chris divides his
time between the three congregations.
We are having a meeting between representatives of all
vestries, probably on Friday 8th March. Christ Church
will be represented by myself as Chair, Genny Dixon as
Treasurer and Janet Starkey as Secretary. Godfrey
Robson, the Diocesan Secretary will also attend the
meeting.
The timeline for Chris’s arrival is currently that our
tenants will move out of the Rectory on 31st March.
Refurbishment work will start immediately and Chris
and Pauline will move in on 29th/30th April. Chris’s
formal induction services, led by Bishop John, will be on
20th and thereafter Chris will formally be our Priest-inCharge.
Andy Lester has been liaising with members of our
Vestry, Chris and Pauline, and various suppliers and
tradesmen to draft and cost a schedule of works for the
Rectory. We sincerely thank him for an outstanding and
meticulous job. The total cost will be in the region of
£16,000 and includes carpets and decorating
throughout, a new kitchen, repair and updating work to
the electrics and plumbing and repairing some issues
with the insulation and woodwork in the loft space. We
are looking into the possibility that some grant support
may be available to match fund.
As always, the Vestry represents the congregation in

the stewardship of the Church. Please talk to any Vestry
member if you have any questions or comments on the matters
reported here or anything else that you think needs attention.
And please pray for Chris and Pauline and for the mission and
ministry of our Church and of the whole Berwickshire Group as
we end the interregnum and begin a fresh chapter.
With my very best wishes

Peter Estibeiro

SEASON of CHANGE
As we head into March, we watch our politicians of all
parties arguing, with little grace, on what result they as
individuals want to see on the 29 March. Oh, that they
could jointly agree a plan for the good of the country at
large!
Whatever the outcome, much is going to change. The other
change, and a happier one, is that Spring is around the
corner. It is good to feel the days lengthening and regrowth
appearing in the countryside around us.
Let us hope and pray that some sense comes out of the
European affair and that it does not deprive people of jobs
or seriously erode their standard of living. In the meantime
let us enjoy the changing seasons which God gives us.
Alexander Trotter
All suddenly the wind comes soft
And spring is here again;
And the hawthorn quickens with buds of green
And my heart with buds of pain.
My heart all winter lay so numb,
The earth so dead and frore
That I never thought the spring would come.
Or my heart wake any more.
But Winter’s broken and earth has woken
And the small birds cry again;
And the hawthorn hedge puts forth its buds,
And my heart puts forth its pain.

(Rupert Brooke)

FOODBANK UPDATE
Dear All
Through January the Foodbank received a total of 34
referrals which fed 40 adults and 18 children.
This maintains the average output over the last 6
months. As always we thank all who have contributed to
the Foodbank so diligently helping us to meet the need
head on.
Within the Foodbank there is an abundance in some
lines of food and yet a need to keep our stock of
everyday items at a healthy level.
We are in need of the following:
Long grain rice; long life milk; Jam; Coffee; Tinned
fruit; Tinned Rice pudding; Custard; Jars of Pasta
Sauce; Tinned Meat ( pork, corned beef, hot dogs,
Irish stew, meatballs, minced beef and onion, Fray
Bentos Steak).
PASTA: WE DO NOT NEED ANY!! At present we
probably have enough to last a year and could probably
feed an army! We are trying to get rid of three
large crates of pasta, unsuccessfully so far. Any
suggestions welcome.
Thank you for your unstinting help.
Every blessing,

Charles

Flower ladies, please read!
Please place old oasis if used, into the marked blue bin in
the kitchen. Whenever oasis has been used it must be kept
moist. Artificial flowers can be used, mixed with fresh
flowers and seasonal greenery. During Lent (from 6th
March), there should be no flowers: only greenery.
Our Mission charity until 6 March
is Alzheimer’s Scotland. During
Lent we will be collecting for the
Bishop’s Lent Appeal - for Fresh
Start Borders and Mercy Ships.
Gift envelopes should be clearly
marked with the name of the charity - there will be a Mission
plate at the back of church.
There will also be a fundraising concert on Friday 3rd May at
Marchmont House at 7:30 pm. Details next month.
Genny

