WHAT’S ON IN AUGUST
Regular Group Events
Bible Study Group: starts again in September.

Archie receives
national award!

In recognition of her exceptional service founding
“Cerebral Palsy Africa”, Archie and her colleague,
Jean Westmacott, were presented with the UK 1221st
and 1222nd “Points of Light” awards on the 10th July.
Archie also received a personal letter from the Prime
Minister, Theresa May, who said:
“I want to congratulate you and Jean on being named
the UK’s 1221st and 1222nd Points of Light.
The Points of Light programme recognises
outstanding volunteers who are making a real
difference in their communities.
Through “cerebral Palsy Africa” you are transforming
the lives of children with cerebral palsy in Africa,
giving them the opportunity tom access education.
You should feel extremely proud of what you have
achieved.
Volunteers like you from all over the UK are helping
to make a better world for everyone. The Point of
Light award is a small thank you on behalf of the
whole country, in recognition of your exceptional
service.”

We pray for the families of Barret Landale, Priscilla
Constance Atkinson who passed away in July, also
for the family of Enid Stockton who died in March
this year.
Continue to Pray for Freda, Ted and Mary on the
loss of their loved ones, for Dick, Joan and Charles
and for Mark who lost his beloved wife Christina a
year ago. They are sadly missed by all of us in
Christ Church.
Our thoughts are with Anne and Stewart and all
those in our Church family who need prayer at this
time and also for many of our friends in the
community who have lost their loved ones recently.

Meeting Point: there will be a meeting on Wednesday, 28th
August at 2.30 pm in the back room at the church. Please
could as many members of the group attend to discuss the
future of the group. Anyone else who fancies coming and
joining the group please come along. Many thanks. Joan
Contemplative Prayer: Contemplative Prayer Mondays at
4.30pm. Venues to be announced, phone for details 01361
883315.

Sunday Services
4th August 11.15am HC Rev Chris Jones
Ecclesiastes 1.2,12-14; 2.18-23,Psalm 49.1-12
Colossians 3.1-11,Luke 12.13-21
11th August 11.15am HC TBC
Genesis 15.1-6, Psalm 33.12-22, Hebrews 11.1-3,8-16
Luke 12.32-40
18th August 11.15am Healing Eucharist
Rev Martin Gillham
Jeremiah 23.23-29, Psalm 82, Hebrews 11.29-12.2
25th August 11.15am Reserved Sacrament A Lester
Isaiah 58.9b-14, Psalm 103.1-8, Hebrews 12.18-29
Luke 13.10-17
EXTRA: on Friday 2nd and Friday 30th there will be
Morning Prayer at 9.30 am.
Bless those who mourn the death of a
loved one, relative or friend and feel that
their lives are incomplete.
Bless those who mourn, and fill their
empty hearts with pleasant memories, the
sound of laughter, sunshine and happier
days.
Bless those who mourn, and heal the
brokenness with the soothing balm of your
gentle touch, that they might know,
shalom, wholeness and peace.
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FOODBANK UPDATE
During the month of June the Foodbank delivered 26
food parcels, catering for 37 adults and 12 children.

Chris's appointment, I have a sense that I've played my part. Things
are changing and with them the gifts that an effective Chair needs to
bring.

Over the past three months the demand appears to
have steadied with 29, 25 and 26 food parcels delivered
in April, May and June. This compares with 34, 37 and
50 food parcels in January, February and March.

Vestry discussed succession to the Chairmanship and the relative
merits of a lay-chair vs the Rector as Chair. We are reviewing the
constitutional stipulations and meanwhile Chris will Chair the
meetings. I will remain on Vestry but probably look to take a break
from it sometime after the AGM.

The Eyemouth Foodbank opened on the 1st July and it
remains to be seen what impact that will have on the
Duns Foodbank's output. However in the past with
Summer School holidays starting, referrals have
increased.

Other matters to bring to your attention are that we really need more
people able to operate the MP3 player and Andy is planning to run
short training sessions, probably for a few minutes after a Sunday
service, for anyone willing to learn and occasionally operate the
device if there is no organist or music group available.

The supplies in the Foodbank are ticking over. As
always donations of all types of food on the list are
gratefully received.

Safeguarding is now a standing item on the Vestry agenda in
accordance with best practice. We are looking at how to meet our
obligations and will be discussing with Diocese about training etc
across the Group.

At present we are very short of the following:
Long Grain Rice; Breakfast Cereals, Pasta Sauce.
Please continue to give a variety of food on the list and
once again many thanks for your continued and valued
support.
Every blessing,
Charles

Best Wishes to Monica who celebrates
her 94th birthday on August 4th.

Vestry Update
I have decided to step aside as Chair of Vestry after doing it for
almost five years in the lead up to Ken’s retirement and through
the interregnum.
It has been a huge honour and privilege to serve the Church as
Chair of Vestry. The role was initially very intimidating although I
think I grew into it and I have certainly grown personally through
doing it. It has been a very rewarding experience and my
particular set of skills and ability has been very useful in
managing through the interregnum, liaising with Diocese,
modelling the future possible financial scenarios and bringing the
three charges together into the Berwickshire Group. I am very
proud of our achievement, and I felt throughout the process that I
was helping to bring about God's will for the future direction of
mission and ministry in Berwickshire.
I had always intended to step down as Chair at some point after

There was positive feedback about the 24-hour prayer vigil. Thanks to
those who took part, most found it a spiritually uplifting experience. I
loved being quietly in the church in the middle of the night, I hope we
get the opportunity to do it again.
As our schedules evolve to accommodate services across the
Berwickshire Group, each charge now has a Morning Prayer once a
week. Our service in Duns is at 9.30 am on a Friday. It is a nice start
to the day, if you haven’t been yet please come if and when you can.
Other service times are also being discussed. For September and
October our main Sunday service will cycle back to 9.15. Jeffry Smith
will Retire as Rector of Coldstream in October and from November
Coldstream will be included in the Group service rotation. We
discussed timings and content of services over the winter and you will
be kept informed by the usual means as things firm-up. If you have
any thoughts to contribute, please speak to any Vestry member or to
Chris.
The next meeting of the three Churches Oversight Group will be on 9th
September, our two representatives are myself and Jean Fraser,
please speak to us if there is anything you think we should raise.
Finally, as always, a reminder that Vestry members are elected to
manage the governance of the Church and the stewardship of our
resources. We seek to be an open and transparent part of the
congregation and any of us can be contacted at any time if you have
any concerns or suggestions about the way things are going.
With best wishes
Peter Estibeiro, (former) Chair of Vestry

A Message from Chris
Well, as I write I am, like the rest of us, waiting for
the promise of a heat-wave as we hear again those all
too familiar rumours about a hot September. “Have
faith”, they say, “summer really is on its way”. Have
faith! But what is faith? Blowing the dust off my
Chambers dictionary I read that faith is: “a trust or a
confidence; a belief in the statement of another”.
The French writer Voltaire put it like this when he said
“Faith consists in believing when it is beyond the
power of reason to believe”. Interestingly this reflects
very much something of the definition given by the
writer of the Hebrews (Chapter 11, verse 1): “Faith is
being sure of what we hope for, and absolutely certain
of what we do not see”. These last two definitions
move the idea of faith beyond ourselves, locating it in
something, or someone else. So often we’re willing to
have faith only if we can see, or understand in some
way what it is we’re being asked to put our faith in; so
I have faith that my car is going to start in the
morning, but then I do have my service receipt from
the garage. However, in light of the two definitions
above, it could be argued that this is not really faith,
for it is contained by, or within the limits of reason.
In John chapter 6, verses 1-11, we see two of the
disciples, Philip and Andrew, faced with a problem –
5000 people to feed, and not enough to feed them
with – a test of faith. Philip limits his thinking to within
the realms of human reason and says something
along the lines of “Where will be buy enough to feed
all these people. On the other hand Andrew thinks
outside the box and, finding a boy with his meagre
lunch, comes to Jesus and says “Here’s a boy with a
small packed lunch, just 5 small loaves and two little
fish; I’m not sure how far it’ll go Lord, what do you
think?” And the rest, as they say, is history. Now
that’s faith!
As you look at the seemingly impossible situations
you’re currently facing, I wonder how you find
yourself responding. Do we confine our consideration
of the solutions to within the limits of human reason,
asking questions a little bit like Philip’s: Where will the
money come from?; Who will we find to do all this for
us? Or will we respond like Andrew, and look to God,
bringing what we have, however small and paltry,
giving it to him and, with an expectant faith, allow him
to bless it, and break it, and use it. Now that’s faith!

