29 September is the Feast of
St Michael and All Angels
Michael is an
archangel, whose
name means
'who is like unto
God?' He makes
various
appearances
throughout the
Bible, from the
book of Daniel to
the Book of
Revelation. In
Daniel, he is 'one
of the princes' of
the heavenly
host, and the
special guardian
of Israel. In
Revelation, he is
the principal
fighter of the
heavenly battle
against the devil.
From early times,
Michael's cult
was strong in the
British Isles. Many churches were dedicated to him.
Bede mentions him. St Michael's Mount in Cornwall
was believed to commemorate a vision there in the
8th century. By the end of the Middle Ages, Michael
had 686 English churches dedicated to him.
In art Michael is often depicted as slaying the dragon,
as in the 14th century East Anglican Psalters, or in
Epstein's famous sculpture at Coventry cathedral. Or
he is found (in medieval art) as weighing souls, as at
Chaldon (Surrey), Swalcliffe (Oxon.), Eaton Bishop
(Hereford and Worcester), and Martham in Suffolk.
Michael's most famous shrine in western Europe is
Mont-Saint-Michel, where a Benedictine abbey was
founded in the 10th century. The 'All Angels' bit of
this feast-day was added in 1969 when Gabriel and
Raphael were included in with Michael.
The picture is Jacob Epstein’s sculpture of St Michael’s
victory over the Devil at Coventry Cathedral.

WHAT’S ON IN SEPTEMBER
Regular Group Events
Bible Study Group: starts again in September. See Jean for
details.
Contemplative Prayer: Contemplative Prayer Mondays at
4.30pm. Venues to be announced, phone for details 01361
883315.

CHRIST CHURCH DUNS
Teindhillgreen
Duns, TD11 3DX

Sunday Services
1st September 9.30am HC Rev Chris Jones
Proverbs 25. 6-7, Psalm 112, Hebrews 13.1-8, 15-16
Luke 14.1,7-14
8th September 9.30am All-Age Com. Rev Chris Jones
Deut. 30.15-20, Psalm 1, Philemon 1-21, Luke 14.25-33
15th September 9.30am HC Rev Chris Jones
Exodus 32.7-14; Psalm 51.1-10; 1 Timothy 1.12-17;
Luke 15.1-10
22nd September 9.30am Healing Eucharist
Rev Chris Jones
Amos 8.4-7; Psalm 113; 1 Timothy 2.1-7; Luke 16.1-13
29th September HC
Joint service with other two churches at St Ebba's
Amos 6.1a, 4-7; Psalm 146; 1 Timothy 6.6-19;
Luke 16.19-31

A Place for Peace and Hope
Seeking to be a family of caring people growing in the
knowledge and love of God through Jesus Christ and
expressing that love, with the help of the Holy Spirit,
through our relationships with one another and our
service and witness in the community.

FOODBANK UPDATE

Christ Church Contact Details

The number of deliveries in July was down to 15, catering for
22 adults and 4 children. This is easily the lowest number of
deliveries this year. Clearly the new Foodbank in Eyemouth is
taking effect and the load is being spread.
As to our Duns Foodbank - We are VERY low on the
following: Tinned meat especially Meatballs, Hotdogs,
Tinned Ham and Pasta Sauce.
Stocks are LOW on the following: Tinned Soup, Cereals,
Coffee, Tinned Rice and Custard.
We thank you for your continued commitment to the Foodbank
and your generous giving.
Every blessing,
Charles

Reverend Christopher Jones
Priest-in-Charge of the Berwickshire Episcopal
Churches Group (BECG)
Address: The Rectory, Wellfield, Duns. TD11 3EH
Telephone: 01361 884326
Mobile: 07745410487
Email: rector_bt@hotmail.com
Website: www.christchurchduns.org
Charity Number SC009385
Material for inclusion in the September newsletter
should be submitted as soon as possible and by
5.00pm on Tuesday, 24tth September at the latest.
Email: newsletter@christchurchduns.org

A Message from Chris
Have you ever wondered where some of those odd
little phrases, that we say so often, actually come
from? For example we might find ourselves
describing someone as “The salt of the earth”,
meaning they’re really helpful, thoughtful and
considerate; willing to go beyond what we might
expect when it comes to offering help and support
to others.
But where does this familiar saying come from?
Well, in Roman times salt was a vital commodity,
and Roman soldiers would receive part of their pay
as a salarium; an allowance with which they
bought salt. Interestingly, it’s from this that we
today derive our word ‘salary’. So, the salt of the
earth was something that was helpful, vital, even
necessary if one was to get by. However, we’d
probably all have to agree that this phrase
received its ultimate endorsement when Jesus
used the term to describe his disciples as “the salt
of the earth”. But the warning here, for them and
for us, is that Christ went on to say “but if you lose
your saltiness, then….” (Matthew 5: 13). I’ll let you
find out what comes next; it’s quite a challenge.
Another saying is: “To turn a blind eye”. Now
generally we use this to imply that we’re choosing
to ignore, or not pay attention to, some particular
situation.
But do you know where it comes from?
Well, with good grounds this phrase is attributed
to an incident in the life of Admiral Horatio Nelson,
who was blinded in one eye early in his Royal Navy
career. In 1801, during the Battle of Copenhagen
Admiral Sir Hyde Parker, who was in overall
command of the British forces, sent a signal, via a
set of flags, requesting that Nelson's forces
withdraw from engagement with the enemy.
However, Nelson, who saw the opportunity of
victory, lifted his telescope to his blind eye, and
said "I really do not see the signal", and allowed

his forces to press home the attack.
And, as I reflected upon these phrases, and pondered
them in light of our calling to be God’s people in the world
today, it challenged me to think about how often do I turn
a blind eye, convincing myself that I’m just too busy doing
this or that…! We see and hear, so often, of loneliness,
suffering and hardship on our very doorstep, yet we can
too quickly assume it’s someone else’s responsibility, that
someone else will sort it out.
But the challenge for each of us is: have we, do we, too
readily turn a blind eye to those within our community
who are lost, lonely, struggling with physical and
emotional burdens? And, in turning a blind eye, are we
failing to fulfil that call from Christ to be the salt of the
earth. I wonder?

the Merse farmers are urgently struggling with the recent
poor conditions, dodging heavy showers in soft and muddy
conditions, and having to deal with high levels of moisture in
the harvested crops and high drying costs blighting what
promised to be a great harvest. This is all against a
background of falling international cereal prices, anxieties
over Brexit and what the future holds. Farmers are praying
for the rain to stop for a while so harvesting can happen. Yet
growers remain stoically optimistic: As Neil White, of
Greenknowe, Duns, said: ‘I hope by complaining about the
wet, this will somehow change the weather for the better and
you will wonder what all the fuss is about!! Here's
hoping.’ (https://www.nfus.org.uk/news/news/scottishharvest-held-back-by-weather-worries)
Janet

Harvest
In another month, on 13 October we will
be celebrating Harvest Festival at Christ
Church Duns. It will be a time for joy.
Exodus 23:16 reads: ‘celebrate the Festival of Harvest, when you
bring me the first crops of your harvest. …celebrate the Festival of
the Final Harvest at the end of the harvest season, when you have
harvested all the crops from your fields.’
In the meantime, before these celebrations, over our late summer,
farmers are hard at work gathering in the harvest. 2 Corinthians
8:10 reads: ‘Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for
food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will
enlarge the harvest of your righteousness.’ It reminds us that God
blesses everyone and makes us respect all the generations who
have gone before us who have laboured long days and nights to
supply us with provisions. There is something immortal about the
gathering of the harvest.
The task is never easy. By September we anticipate that the bulk
of the crops, our winter and spring barley, oilseed rape, wheat and
oats will have been harvested. This July the farmers were
contemplating their ripening crops and anticipating a great harvest.
August arrived with a faint tinge of autumn as crops ripened and
the harvest began to be gathered in. Yet by mid-August we saw a
very good harvest falter in the wet weather. In the fields around

Janet and Paul Starkey took a load of items for the
Syran refugees on Sunday 18 August to Edinburgh
Direct Aid depot in Leith. Many thanks to all who
contributed items. They are much appreciated. They
will be taking another load up after church on Sunday
8 September. For more on this charity see https://
www.edinburghdirectaid.org/. Please leave any items
in the church to the left of the organ near the table.
Many thanks.

