WHAT’S ON IN MARCH
Regular Group Events
Thanks to Christ Church Vestry
When I gave my presentation about Cerebral
Palsy Africa in church on 6th February I wasn’t
meaning to fund-raise. I really wanted to say
how much I have felt supported by people's
prayers and interest in the work we are
doing. But of course we are always in need of
donations just to keep the charity going and to
add the extras for our beneficiaries that the big
donors do not provide for. And so I now want to
say a big thank you to the vestry for their very
welcome donation of £150. It means such a lot
that you all want to support our work with such
marginalised children and the remarkable people
we train to look after them. I hope you will also
continue to pray that our work can have an
impact on the lives of the children and their
families.
Archie Hinchcliffe

Let nothing disturb you.
Let nothing frighten you.
All things are changing.
God alone is changeless.
Patience attains the good.
One who has God lacks nothing.
God alone fills all our needs.

St. Teresa of Avila
(sent in by Suzi)

Bible Study Group: Morning Prayer at 9.45am
followed by coffee and Study Group meeting at
10.30am. Venue: 12 Murray Street.
Meeting Point: Wednesday 25th March at 2.30pm in
the Church Room when there will be a talk by Janet
Starkey entitled “Reverend George Ridpath of Stichill:
past life in the Borders’”
Contemplative Prayer: Mondays at 4.30pm.
Tel 01361 883315.

Sunday Services
1st March:10.45am Morning Prayer
Peter Estibeiro
Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7 Psalm 32
Romans 5:12-19 Matthew 4:1-11
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Seeking to be a family of caring people growing in the
knowledge and love of God through Jesus Christ and
expressing that love, with the help of the Holy Spirit,
through our relationships with one another and our
service and witness in the community.

8th March:10.45am All Age Rev Chris Jones
Genesis 12:1-4 Psalm 121 Romans 4:1-5, 13-17
John 3: 1-17
15th March: 9.00am HC Rev Chris Jones
Exodus 17:1-7 Psalm 95 Romans 5:1-11
John 4:5-42
22nd March: Mothering Sunday 10.45am
Healing Eucharist Rev Chris Jones
1 Samuel1:20-28 Psalm 34:11-20
Colossians 3:12-17 Luke 2:33-35
29th March: 10.45am Joint Service at St Mary’s,
Coldstream Rev Chris Jones
Ezekiel 37: 1-14 Psalm 130 Romans 8: 6-11
John 11: 1-45

Details of Easter services will be in
April’s newsletter

Christ Church Contact Details
Reverend Christopher Jones
Priest-in-Charge of the Berwickshire Episcopal
Churches Group (BECG)
Telephone: 01361 884326
Mobile: 07745410487
Email: rector_bt@hotmail.com
Website: www.christchurchduns.org
Charity Number SC009385
Material for inclusion in the next newsletter should
be submitted as soon as possible and by
5.00pm on Tuesday, 24th March at the latest.
Email: newsletter@christchurchduns.org

A Message from Chris
Now, I guess we’ve probably all seen Santa Claus;
but, as we approach Easter, I wonder: have you
ever seen the Easter Bunny?
A young child was told by her parents they were
going to see the Easter bunny. Well, she’d seen
Santa, lots of times, and knew he was friendly and
safe, and so she looked forward, with the same
sense of excitement, to seeing the Easter bunny,
who, she thought would be like the cute, cuddly
little bunnies in the local pet shop; friendly and
safe.
But then, when the day came the little girl was so
shocked and scared to see a human-sized bunny
with big eyes and large, floppy ears, walking on two
legs, and talking! The closer she got to this huge
rabbit the slower she walked. And when it came to
receiving a gift from him, the little girl refused to go
and take it from him; so afraid and confused was
she, this ‘thing’ being so far away from her
expectations of what the Easter Bunny should be
like.
And, just as the little girl was confused about the
Easter Bunny, I guess we might say people today
can be somewhat confused about Easter itself. For
some it’s simply another holiday; some may wonder
do they send a “Happy Easter” card or not? For
some it simply marks the beginning of spring; for
others it might simply be a reminder to book the
summer holiday. And wrapped up in much of this
we find a faint hint of the true meaning of Easter;
for in many ways all of these things are about
renewal.
As a society we do outward renewal very well. From
things such as holidays, to new phones, cars,
kitchens, you name it; but what about inner
renewal? We can throw away stuff, but it’s not so
easy to do that with memories, past hurt, rejection,
guilt over missed opportunities, and so on, however
hard we try. And yet we all want to ‘throw away’
such things; just look at the number of self-help
books that are available on exactly this question of
inner renewal.
Some two millennia ago, a young Jewish man made
what were considered to be some outlandish claims.
As a result he was executed, silenced by the

authorities, and thrown into a tomb. A large stone was then
rolled against the tomb's entrance and an elite unit of
Roman soldiers guarded the tomb against grave robbers.
Two days later, the stone was found rolled away and the
tomb was empty. The man's closest followers, most of whom
had abandoned him during his trials, reported seeing him
alive again. Many later died horrible deaths for telling people
that their leader had risen from the dead.
These men and women had been transformed from the
inside, renewed, changed; and it affected every facet of
their lives, giving them: inner strength, freedom from guilt,
love for their enemies, and boldness to stand up for what
they believed was right. "If anyone is in Christ," wrote one
early believer, "he is a new creation; the old has gone, the
new has come!"
Sometimes life's challenges can appear as scary as that
huge Easter Bunny seemed to that little girl; so much so
that we don't want to get near them, seeking rather to avoid
them. Yet that first Easter still offers hope for each one of
us. For if it’s true, as Christians believe, that Jesus really did
come back from the dead, then you and I can find genuine
inner renewal; the old gone, the new present; by knowing
him personally.
As we look forward to enjoying chocolate eggs and fluffy
rabbits this Easter, this might just be a message worth
pondering?

FOODBANK UPDATE
During January we delivered 23 food parcels catering for 31
adults, 12 children and 17 pets. We also provided 4 chemist
vouchers. With regards to pet food. If you are supplying
this, the request is for SMALL packets of dog and cat food.
Supplies continue to flow into the Foodbank for which we
are grateful, and especially for a huge donation from an
anonymous source. We are particularly thankful for that. We
also had a handsome donation from Farne Salmon and our
heartfelt thanks go to them.
The Foodbank is well stocked but as always we are not
complacent as we are very aware that supplies can run
down all too quickly. The usual request is for TINS of the
following:
Meat; Fruit; Veg
And - Desserts/Rice/Custard; Jam; Coffee; Long Life
Milk; Jars of Pasta Sauce; Sugar
A REMINDER: We are overstocked with Pasta and Tinned
fish. Many thanks for your diligent giving as always.
Every blessing
Charles

Reflection
With the wonderful kaleidoscope of Christmas
now past and us all approaching the reflective
time of Lent it is hard to believe that Chris is
approaching his first full year with us : and has
faced with grace and patience the task of drawing
together three churches with their own
characters none of whom are slow to speak their
minds! So this amalgam of three congregations is
a microcosm of what governments do and nations
face when trying to sort out their priorities...
….keeping everyone happy is no easy task! We
are fortunate to live in the days when people have
freedom of speech, the right to be heard and the
right to complain ..what this should lead to is a
greater understanding of the tribulations that face
our country today ..the need to bring sectors of
our population out of poverty …the need to
encourage people into work and facilitate the
discipline that is required to reach that status..the
need to understand suffering mental and physical
and the will to reach out and offer support. I
believe that mankind is intrinsically good and
that only circumstance mitigates and distorts that
shining goodness. May we support Chris in his
integrity and his willingness to share his
unwavering faith in what we can achieve
together ..maybe not in any firecracker way but
in a reliable and quiet way of compassion and
understanding.
Aline
You idiot! He said
“Cast the nets.”

