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Parables Still Relevant Today
The Kingdom of Heaven is like
treasure lying buried in a field. The
man who found it, buried it again: and
for sheer joy went and sold everything
he had and bought that field.

I guess most of us may well have
heard of the Koh-i-Noor Diamond
and its amazing value. How many I
wonder have heard of the Priceless
Pearl - a treasure beyond
imaginings?

Here is another picture of the
Kingdom of Heaven. A merchant
looking out for fine pearls found one
of very special value; so he went and
sold everything he had and bought it.

Many years ago I took part in an
Alpha course. On one occasion we
were invited to pick a small card to
keep – each card had a biblical
theme – the card, which I still have,
had this 'Pearl' parable. It is a
favourite of mine.

Jesus often reminds us through parables of what the Kingdom of God is like.
Glimpses of heaven we can all do with. The Kingdom? What do we think it is
like? Pause a while and reflect ..we too may find treasure beyond measure to fill
our hearts.
Susanna Swales, Alnmouth

A Message from the editor
This is a pastoral letter that I wrote during a period in our Northumberland benefice
when we were in an interregnum. I hope you like it!
I have always thought it strange that our church services don’t have any readings from
Christian literature written in the last 2000 years. Does God not speak to his church
today? Did He stop revealing Himself to us humans in about the year 350 A.D. when the
gospels were written down? Are these the final words that we got from Him? We are
constantly exhorted to read our Scripture as if it were the last word in our relationship
with God. We struggle to live by these writings, sincere churchmen and women argue
everlastingly about the exact meaning of such and such a verse and we have wrangled
over issues such as the position of women in the church and the proper attitude we should
adopt to homosexuality.
Some of you will remember that last year I researched a series of articles about slavery, to
coincide with the bicentenary of the passing of the Abolition of the Slave Trade Act.
During the course of this research I was shocked to discover that the Bible actually
condones slavery. Reading further, I discovered many rules laid down which were simply
appalling—like the instruction that adulterers should be punished by stoning them to
death, for example. If we limit ourselves to studying the Bible alone then we are missing
out on all that God has been saying to us in the last 2000 years.
This doesn’t mean that we should reject the Bible! It is truly a wondrous collection of
documents and the backbone of the Christian faith. I find the account in the Old
Testament of the struggles of a primitive desert people to describe the development of their
relationship with God an amazing and encouraging one. But to return constantly to these
2000+ year-old documents as the final definition of the human relationship with God
surely must be questionable.
Jesus gave us essentially only one instruction—to love God and our neighbours with our
whole heart. How we interpret this instruction has changed radically over the centuries.
For example, in the Middle Ages the Church's demand was for unquestioning obedience.
There was to be no discussion or debate. “Heretics” were tortured and killed.
Jesus wisely gave his disciples the teachings appropriate for his age. As we develop as a
species, our relationship with God should be developing too. Only a hundred years ago, it
was unthinkable that black people and women should be considered as equals. Led by the
Holy Spirit, we are beginning to welcome the excluded and marginalised to become an
inclusive church.
God is alive and working in the church, not locked away within the confines of old texts,
no matter how wonderful they are. God speaks to each one of us, constantly trying to lead
us closer and closer to Him. He is himself unchanging, but our ability to understand the
meaning of what He wants for us is developing as we develop.
It is the great achievement of Anglicanism that we can read Scripture and interpret it in
the light of reason and an increasingly long perspective. On our own, we would be prey to
our own personal prejudices and limited by our own personal world-view. In other words,
we would believe what we wanted to believe and cherry-pick Scripture to suit ourselves.
So we must give thanks that we worship a God, not only of Scripture and history, but a
living, loving and vibrant God, who, through His Holy Spirit, is leading our church ever
forwards towards a greater and deeper understanding of what it means to be a Christian.

HP

In Wonder

Praise be to you our God and our King. Your beauty is in all your creation. You created
the heavens and the earth, and separated night from day. We live on one small planet
of your universe and have made such a mess of it. Lord, we are in awe and wonder of
your love and forgiveness.
Help us to recognise how small and insignificant we are without you, O Lord. Your
people have disobeyed you since time began and you have never given up on us; your
grace and mercy overwhelm us.
You created each one of us from a speck of dust from the time of Adam. You have
known each one of us by name. You gave each one of us a free will to choose.
You planted your treasure deep in our hearts so that we could search for you. Praise
and thank you Lord, for the senses that you created in us. Your grace is endless.
Thank you for the seeds that you planted deep in our hearts. Thank you that you
breathe your life and healing waters into them and pour out your Holy Spirit upon us
to teach and guide us, so that we may finally come back to you healed and complete.
O Lord, thank you for your creativity for each detail, each colour, each flower and tree.
Praise you Lord, that we can see you in all your creation and know that you are closer
than our hands and feet. Please continue to plant seeds in our hearts Lord, so we
might make a beautiful garden for you to dwell.
Teach us your ways, Lord. Please give us your words and your wisdom so we might
comfort those who do not recognise you in all creation. Help us to explain patiently
why we love you to those who do not see through their hearts. You are so beautiful
and mysterious ― how can mere humans comprehend your power and your majesty?
Thank you for our Lord Jesus Christ, who has made it possible for all people to come
back to you and call you Father.
Amen
Suzy Donaldson, January 2004

Gargoyles
There are gargoyles on the outside of some of our
church buildings. These stone carvings are monstrous
beings, carved into shapes of people, animals or
fantastic monsters, with the details being terrifying,
comic, bawdy or macabre, but rarely “Holy”. So—what
are gargoyles all about?

The dictionary definition is a
spout usually in the form of a
grotesquely carved face or
figure, projecting from a roof
gutter. The word comes from
the Old French “gargouille” and
the Late Latin “gurgulio”, both
meaning throat—a root shared
with our words “gargle” and
“gurgle”.
In the days before pipe drainage, rainwater needed to be thrown clear of the walls and
of the church foundations to prevent damage, and it was done by using a projecting
spout. This spout could be decorated, and so came to be carved as the throats of these
monstrous beings, spewing the rainwater safely away.
On some buildings you’ll find similar figures that are not
actually designed for water drainage. In that case they
are not technically gargoyles but are called “grotesques”.
The Gothic builders and masons clearly relished the
opportunity these downspouts provided to indulge their
imaginations and we can assume that the stone carvers
were given a more or less free hand in executing them
when we see their impolite gestures such as pulling
faces, sticking tongues out, picking noses (or worse!)
This month, look out for gargoyles, and think about what they might be saying to you.
Are they illustrating lessons from the Scriptures? Showing you what life is like outside
the church? Frightening away evil spirits? Examples of free expression by clever
workmen? Do you enjoy their humour or do you find them out of place on sacred
buildings? If you were replacing one of them, what design would you use?

Harvest Festival
“Oh yes, I’ll give some apples to the Church,
There’s plenty on the trees, I’ll gather them
Tomorrow.”
So I said, but in the night
The wind blew strong, and down the apples fell,
And the brown hares came early. When I brought
My basket, half the crop lay on the ground,
Nibbled and scattered, oozing scented juice.
I salvaged what I could, and turned away,
Cursing four-footed thieves.
But then the sun
Shone on the desolation and there came,
A cavalcade of butterflies to feast,
Crowding each bite and scar, Red Admirals,
Peacocks and Tortoiseshell, all stocking up,
To see them through the winter.
As we stand
In church to sing God’s praises and give thanks
For his good harvest, let us not forget,
The whole earth is the Lord’s and all that is
Therein works to His Ends—even four-footed thieves.
Kathleen Hunt, 5th September 2008

Andy’s Handy Dictionary
Debasement:
Decaff:
Decease:
Definite:
Depend:
Descant:
Diagnostic:
Direct:
Dim Sum:
Dreadlocks:
Dubia:

de room under de ground floor
where you get de coffee
to stop stopping
reason for not hearing properly
where you dive into a swimming pool
an ant with an office job
Welshman unsure whether God exists
ruined by a Welshman
turn down the lights a bit
fear of canals
Debbie from Birmingham

An important lesson from the Ephesians
When St Paul preached at Ephesus in the 1st century AD, this wonderful
city was already doomed. The Ephesians never realised that they
themselves were the cause of its downfall.
Founded in about 1000 BC, the city was in the perfect location to develop into an
important seaport. On the east coast of the Aegean in what is now Turkey, and
with a big natural harbour, it became a thriving trade centre between the
Mediterranean and Asia Minor.
The Romans quickly realised the importance of Ephesus and in 190 BC they
conquered it and took it over. They expanded the city, the population increased
and it became famous for its wealth and luxury, particularly in the time of the
Emperor Augustus. Rome made it the capital of its Asian province and by 4 AD
the population had reached half a million. It remained the most important city of
the Byzantine empire in Asia after Constantinople in the 5th and 6th centuries.
In its heyday it was a magnificent city. Its Temple of Artemis was one of the
seven wonders of the ancient world. The Library of Celsus and its theatre, which
was capable of holding 25,000 spectators, was admired throughout the Roman
Empire. The people of Ephesus also had several bath complexes, built at various
points while the city was under Roman rule and they had one of the most
advanced aqueduct systems in the ancient world.
Thereafter, the importance of Ephesus gradually declined. People started leaving
the coast for the surrounding hills. They founded a new town, now known as
Selςuk, close by but further inland. The ruins of the temples were used as
building blocks for new homes.
The decline was hastened further by attacks by the Arabs in the 8th century.
When the Seljuk Turks conquered the city in 1090, all that remained was a small
village. Ephesus was finally completely abandoned in the 15th century, by which
time most of its population had moved inland to Selςuk.
So what caused the decline and made the people move away?
The landscape of that part of Turkey consists of steep hills which run right down
to the sea. The hills behind Ephesus were thickly wooded but as the city
expanded and the standard of living became more luxurious, people began to cut
down more and more trees—not only for the wood, but also to clear the land to
grow crops in order to feed their increasing population.
This was a major mistake. Without trees to hold the soil together on the steep
hillsides, spring and autumn rains subjected the land to increased erosion and
caused the river feeding the harbour to start bringing enormous quantities of
sediment down. Gradually, this sediment filled up the harbour. For a couple of
centuries they managed to stave off the inevitable by continuous dredging but
the silting was inexorable and gradually turned their magnificent harbour into a
swamp.
As if this wasn’t enough, there was a very nasty sting in the tail. What rendered
the city finally uninhabitable was the newly created marshland, which became
the ideal breeding ground for mosquitoes. With so many people dying from

malaria, the remaining inhabitants fled to Selςuk—just out of mosquito-range.
What of Ephesus today?
The city is 5 miles from the sea and the surrounding hills are rocky and bare. The
whole site is huge and all of it has not yet been excavated. Full of wonderful
buildings and houses with superb mosaic floors, it is simply breathtaking. It took
us three hours just to walk from the lower levels, past the theatre, the library
and the houses up the hill to the temples commemorating the Roman emperors.
You could spend weeks there and not see everything.
For centuries the short road from the city centre down to the harbour brought
goods in and out of Ephesus. We walked along its length to the point where it
stopped abruptly and the marshes began. Looking over where the harbour had
been made me wonder about the future of the human race. We don’t seem to
have learned better behaviour from the fate of Ephesus. Though, unlike the
Ephesians, we aren’t ignorant of the effects of increasing population, we still
have economic and social systems which encourage conspicuous consumption.
Now we are clearly putting unsustainable pressure on God’s wonderful world.
Afterwards, enjoying a cup of Turkish tea in a little cafe in Selςuk, I felt a little
less depressed about the fate of the city. It may not have been good for human
inhabitants but it did bring an unexpected bonus for the wildlife. There, in the
Selςuk car park, on the ruined pillars of the great aqueduct that once carried
water from the mountains into Ephesus, storks were building their nests. These
beautiful birds live largely on a diet of insects, frogs, toads, tadpoles, fish and
snails. And where better to nest than on the top of disused Roman pillars close to
a huge marsh filled with their favourite foods? The Ephesians had created the
perfect habitat for storks. It seemed to me to be a sort of redemption for their
folly.

With thanks to friends in Izmir, who took me to see Ephesus. HP

FOODBANK UPDATE
During August 38 food parcels were delivered which catered for 51 adults,
6 children and 14 pets. We also provided 4 chemist vouchers. The demand
seems to be increasing which is possibly the result of the furlough scheme
coming to an end.
The Foodbank remains in good 'health' and generally is very well stocked.
As per usual there are the usual areas where we are running low.
These are: Sugar (small bags) none in stock; Tinned potatoes; Tinned fruit;
Tinned meat - Irish stew, Hotdogs etc; Tea Bags; Coffee ( small jars) Jam;
Tinned deserts - rice and custard.
As always, many thanks to all who provide food. We are very grateful.
Every blessing.
Charles

Readings for October
Sunday 4th October
Isaiah 5: 1-7; Psalm 80: 7-14; Philippians 3: 4b-14; Matthew 21: 33-46
Sunday 11th October: Harvest
Deuteronomy 26: 1-11; Psalm 65; 2 Corinthians 9: 6-15; Luke 17:: 11-19
Sunday 19th October
Isaiah 36: 3-6; Psalm 147: 1-7, 12-14; 2 Timothy 4:5-17; Luke 10: 1-9
Sunday 25th October
Leviticus 19: 1-2, 15-18; Psalm 1; 1 Thessalonians 2: 1-8
Matthew 22:34-46
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