
CHRIST CHURCH  DUNS 
Teindhillgreen 

Duns, TD11 3DX 

 A Place for Peace  
and Hope 

I’m writing on behalf of Aberlour to say 

an enormous thank you for the 

wonderful £415.00 in gift cards I 

collected from you last week. Please 

pass on our sincere thanks to everyone 

at Christ Church, Duns for their 

generosity. 

On behalf of all the families who, thanks 

to you all, will be smiling this Christmas 

and able to give their children gifts, 

thank you.  Thank you from the bottom 

of our hearts.  Your support really will 

make a huge difference. 

With our very best wishes.  

Abby Parkhouse 



A message from Chris 

Acts 26: 1, 9-25 

Now,  here’s a question - What is God like? 

I wonder how you might answer that, what you might say, how you might describe 
God? 

There are those who might describe God as akin to an old man in the clouds; a 
harmless,  almost useless figure, incapable of doing anything. 

Woody Alan once said “If it turns out that there is a God, I don't think that he is 
evil. I think that the worst thing you could say is that he is, basically, an under-
achiever. If God exists, I hope he has a good excuse”. 

Others might describe God as mean and controlling, as they ponder the question 
‘Why do good people suffer?’. In the film,  Bruce Almighty,   Bruce, with some real 
frustration, describes God like this “God is just a mean kid with a magnifying glass. 
And I'm the ant.  

He could fix my life in five minutes if He wanted to, but he'd rather tear of my 
feelers and watch me squirm”. 

A number of years ago now we were on holiday and we took a visit to the Museum 
of Childhood, based at Sudbury Hall. As we went round it was interesting to catch 
a 1920’s / ‘30’s glimpse of how God was portrayed to children. Or, dare I say, how 
adults wanted children to see God - a God of rules, of do’s and don’ts. 

But then, as we continue with the question, there are some who simply see God as 
being distant, disinterested and uncaring. Emily Dickinson said about God “They 
say that God is everywhere, and yet we always think of Him as somewhat of a 
recluse”. 

And you know, it’s often those first impressions of God that not only shape our 
thinking, but that we can find difficult to shake off,  or to change as time goes on. 

The Pharisee, Saul, before he became the apostle Paul saw God as exclusive; the 
God of the Jews, the God who loved and cared only for the Jews. A God who 
demanded his laws be kept, his rules not be broken, a legalistic God who 
demanded that his people live by the letter of the law. This was Saul’s view. 

And we see, in verse 9 of our reading, how Saul, in his testimony, describes how he 
was convinced that he should do everything possible to protect this view, this 
perception of God; even to the point of killing those who held a different view. 

And yet we see how God, through this encounter that Saul describes, how God 
changes Saul’s perceptions. How he moves his view of God as being exclusive, 
strict and legalistic, to seeing God as loving, open and inclusive. Paul’s view 



changes as he encounters God’s grace and forgiveness. God appears to Paul and in 
the appearing does two things. Firstly God challenges Paul’s view, his perception 
and understanding of what God is like. And Paul starts to see, to understand that 
God’s love is encountered and experienced not through a meticulous and legalistic 
adherence to the law, but through faith. A faith placed in the mystery that God, in 
Christ, grants us forgiveness, and draws us out of darkness into the light. 

And secondly, God offers to Paul and he experiences and receives for himself that 
forgiveness, that grace. 

We see how Paul describes himself as being on a journey to destroy the people of 
God, 

and yet finds himself not judged or condemned but forgiven, offered a second 
change. Paul grasps that God is a God of love, a God of grace, a God who forgives, 
a God who then asks us to be gracious, to love, and to forgive. And we see this in 
the fact that Paul is then sent, or commissioned by God, as God says to him “I 
appoint you as a servant and a witness”. 

And it’s here that we see echoes of the great commandment: Love your neighbour 
as yourself. 

As Christians today we can often find that we’re in danger of talking a lot about 
grace, yet    in reality actually living by the law. We feel we should do this or that 
for God, and if we don’t then God will not love us, and we insist that others do the 
same. 

So often we find that grace runs contrary to our human nature. Grace calls for us 
to freely forgive, to not hold a grudge, to bear with one another, to love one 
another, whereas human nature demands justice, seeks redress, holds grudges, 
we could go on. 

Saul, in his encounter with God, finds that God’s nature didn’t quite fit with his 
first impressions, and as the apostle Paul, he finds himself on a journey of 
discovery, a journey of understanding more and more of what God is like, as he 
experiences more of his love and his forgiveness for himself. And, having 
understood this, he understands God’s call to live this out for others to see. 

My prayer as you read this is that you might encounter again, maybe even for the 
first time, something of God’s grace, his love and forgiveness. That those ‘first 
impressions’ of God might be changed, and that you might know you are loved and 
valued by him. But also, knowing his love, that you might live out his love through 
your life, so that others, through you, might also encounter his love. Paul’s 
conversion, which the Church celebrated on the 25th January reminds us: Grace is 
not something that can remain within the realm of ideas, rather it is something 
that must be applied. Amen. 



 What is Alpha?  

Alpha is a 10 week course that is open to anyone and everyone interested in 
exploring the meaning of life and discovering the relevance of the Christian faith.  

If you’ve been a Christian or are wondering what Christianity is all about you are 
welcome to join with us as we explore together questions such as…  

Who Is Jesus?  

Why Did Jesus Die?  

How Can I Have Faith?  

Why and How Do I Pray?  

How Does God Guide Us?  

Does God Heal Today ?  

What about the Church?  

How Can I Make the Most of 
the Rest of My Life? …and 
many others besides.  

Why do the Alpha Course?  

It’s an opportunity to ask those questions that you’ve often thought about Life; 
Faith; Meaning; Purpose. It’s an opportunity to listen to what others think and allow 
the Bible opportunity to share its response as we seek to explore the relevance of 

the Bible and Christian faith upon our lives 
today.  

It’s a safe space to ask questions; a space 
where no question is to simple, and none to 
provocative. So why not come and explore 
with us the meaning of Life!  

Starting Wednesday February 3rd. 
7.30pm we, at the Church of Scotland & 

Scottish Episcopal Church, Duns will be 
running this course on-line. So, you can join 
us from anywhere as we explore the big 
questions of life.  

If you’re interested please let us know by 
dropping us an e-mail to: 

alpha.dunsanddistrict@gmail.com  

You might also like to have a look at:  
https://alphadunsanddistri.wixsite.com/

website  



. 

Christmas Quiz—Answers 

1.Redgauntlet 2.Greenmantle 3.Black Beauty 4. The Woman in White 5.The Rose Rent 
6.The Black Velvet Gown 7.Yellow Dog  8.Black Notice 9.Chrome Yellow 10.The Black 
Cloud 11.Five Red Herrings 12.The Ginger Man 13.The Name of the Rose 14.The White 
Peacock 15.The Golden Bowl 16.Anne of Green Gables 17.Agnes Grey 18.Clockwork 
Orange 19.On Green Dolphin Street 20.Grey Granite 21.Under the Greenwood Tree 22. 
The Silver Chair 23. The Picture of Dorian Grey 24. Black Mischief 25. How Green was my 
Valley 26.The Blue Angel 27.The Hunt for Red October 28.White Christmas 29. Clockwork 
Orange 30.The Colour Purple 31.The Red Shoes 32.Yellowbeard 33.Goldeneye 34.Crimson 
Tide 35.The Blue Lamp 36.Goldfinger 37.The Pink Panther 38.Yellow Submarine 39.She 
Wore a Yellow Ribbon 40.Mrs Brown 41.The Deep Blue Sea 42.The Man in the White Suit 
43.The Gold Rush 44.The Blue Max 45. Men in Black 46.The Scarlet Pimpernel 47.Red Heat 
48.Red Sonja 49.White Noise 50. Grey Lady Down 

What is this?  

Every Scottish schoolchild has heard about it 
- if you can’t remember, then here’s a clue:  

...for, as long as but a hundred of us 

remain alive, never will we on any 

conditions be brought under English rule. 

It is in truth not for glory, nor riches, nor 

honours that we are fighting, but for 

freedom – for that alone, which no honest 

man gives up but with life itself.  

These words are taken from the Declaration of Arbroath, signed on April 6th 
1320. This document, foremost among Scotland's state papers and perhaps the 
most famous historical record in Scotland, is a letter from the barons and whole 
community of the kingdom of Scotland to Pope John XXII, asking him to 
recognise Scotland's independence and acknowledge Robert the Bruce as the 
country's lawful king.  

The Declaration was in Latin. It is generally believed to have been written in 
Arbroath Abbey by Bernard of Kilwinning, who was the Abbot of Arbroath and 
Chancellor of Scotland and it was sealed by eight earls and about forty barons.  

It claimed that Scotland had always been an independent country and that 
Edward I of England had unjustly attacked Scotland and committed terrible 
atrocities. It stated that Robert the Bruce had delivered the Scottish nation from 
this peril and therefore he should be recognised as king. They also said that they 
had the right to choose their king and that, if Robert sold out to the English, they 
could get rid of him and choose someone else instead, inferring that they didn’t 
recognise the Divine Right of Kings. It will be interesting to see if the current 
movement for Scottish independence makes reference to the Declaration of 
Arbroath in the run-up to the next referendum.  

If you’d like to view it, visit www.nas.gov.uk/about/090401.asp where you 
can zoom in to see the detail.                                                                       HP 



THE AMATEUR ZOOMER 

Chris will be on leave so who can take the service? 

- “I’ll have a go”. 

Thought – why did I say that.  Last time was a car 
crash. 

It’s OK – it’s all prepared on the Powerpoint that 
Chris has set up – it will be fine. 

Friday - Need to share the readings and the 
hymns.  Tick.  WRONG HYMNS – Agh!  Paul to the 
rescue.  Correct hymns issued. 

Saturday – short rehearsal.  Remember to - 
Share Screen; mute all except Paul; unmute self; 
pinpoint speaker; write intercessions; speak 
clearly; download Youtube hymn – it’ll be fine! 

Gulp! 

Sunday – log in.  Say “hello”, be cheery, smile!  
10.45 – we’re off!  Ask folks to mute themselves 

during hymn when I should be muting. Ooops!  
Rats, forgot the opening prayer I had prepared.  
Oh well. 

Share screen, load Powerpoint, greeting, first 

hymn – “Thank you Paul”. 

And it all progresses fine – well so it seems but 

what do I know!  Niggle at the back of my wee 

brain – should I be pinpointing myself as speaker?  
Don’t know. 

Then onto readings – everyone is ready, great.  

Introduce Joan.  But wait – what is that at the top 
of the screen?  “Prayer of the Day”.  Prayer of the 
Day?  HELP – the Collect!  Completely forgot.  
Plough on – no-one will notice, will they? 

Joan starts reading.  A voice out of the blue – “I 
can hear you better if you speak clearly”.  Then 
suddenly the words, or an approximation of the 
words – start scrolling along the bottom of the 

screen.  WHAT IS THIS ALL ABOUT???  Something 
to do with “dictation” I’m told.  Try to get rid of it 
but it keeps coming back. 

Read the Psalm – did I do something wrong?  
Introduce Gill to read Epistle.  Panic has set in – 
frantically try to get rid of “dictation”.  Consider 

 



shutting down and starting anew.  Plough on! 

Janet reads Gospel and then preaches excellent 
sermon. Bring up Baptismal vows – did I screen 
share?  Thank Janet - who says “I’m not finished 
yet!  Ooops!  Pinpoint Janet again. 

Lead intercessions – did I speak clearly enough. 

On to Liturgy of the Sacrament.  As I am speaking I 
think “not hearing many responses” Mmm. 

Closing prayers and then final hymn.  Remember to 

share sound and share screen Why is it out of 
focus.  Deary me – is nothing right? 

Send members to Breakout rooms.  Phew! 

Then told that I hadn’t shared the Liturgy of the 
reserved sacrament.  Look around for a large hole 
to swallow me. 

Memo to self – next time there is a request to take 
service tell them you are washing your hair that 
day!!                                                            Andy 

 

Andy’s Handy Dictionary 

Garage   A ventriloquist who supports UKIP   
Gastrick   Raising energy prices without your customers knowing  
Gear    What ventriloquists drink in pubs   
Gelatine   A device for cutting the heads off jelly babies   
Genteel   Chivalrous fish   
Gentile   Where they keep the men's products in a supermarket   
Geriatric  A fine spell of bowling by a German cricketer 
Gestate   Just had lunch 
Gyroscope   device for locating dole money 
Gloating    West Indian light bulb 
Granary    old folks’ home 
Grandstand   Granny’s been to the solarium 
Grating    West Indian elephant 
Groin    “Go” light in Birmingham 



Christ Church Contact Details 
Reverend Christopher Jones 
Priest-in-Charge of the Berwickshire Episcopal Churches Group (BECG) 

Telephone: 01361 884326  Mobile: 07745410487 
Email: rector_bt@hotmail.com 

Website: www.christchurchduns.org Charity Number SC009385 
Material for inclusion in the next newsletter should be submitted as soon as 

possible and at the latest by 5.00pm on Tuesday, 18th February 
Email: newsletter@christchurchduns.org  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/christchurch.duns/ 

Readings for February 

Sunday 7th February 

Isaiah 40: 21-31;  Psalm 147: 1-12;  1 Corinthians 9: 16-23;  Mark 1: 29-39 

Sunday 14th February 

2 Kings 5: 1-14;  Psalm 30;  1 Corinthians 9: 24-27;  Mark 1: 40-45 

Sunday 21st February 

Genesis 9: 8-17;  Psalm 25: 1-9;  1 Peter 3: 18-22;  Mark 1: 9-15 

Ash Wednesday 26th February 

Isaiah 58: 1-12;  Psalm 51: 1-18;  2 Corinthians 5: 20 - 6:10;   

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

Sunday 28th February 

Genesis 17: 1-7, 15-16;  Psalm 22: 22-30;  Romans 4: 13 - 25;   

Mark 8: 31- 38 

Where have you 

been, Adam? And 

why are you on 

crutches? And 

who are all these 

women? And why 

is your chest all 

caved in like that? 
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