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Election information 
The Convener of the Church in Society Committee, the Rev Dr Jenny Wright, 

would like to highlight resources now available on the Scottish Churches 

Parliamentary Office (SCPO) website ahead of the Scottish Parliament Elections on 

6 May 2021. Resources available under the ‘Issues for Scottish Churches’ heading 

include:  

•             A Just and Green Future Beyond Covid-19 

•             Adult Social Care 

•             Alcohol, Drugs and Substance Abuse 

•             Constitution and Independence Referendum  

The SCPO resources can be found at https://www.scpo.scot/elections/ 

https://www.scpo.scot/elections/


A Message from Chris 

On the 25th April we at Christ Church, with the Church around the world 
remembered and celebrated Mark,  the evangelist and author of the gospel of 
the same name. And the reading we had was: Mark 1: 1-15. 

And, in these opening verses we saw how Mark introduces to us two 
questions: “Who is the Messiah?” and “What is the gospel, or good news that 
he brings?”. And we saw how these opening verses then lay the foundation for 
his answers. 

But, I wonder how you might answer those questions if you were asked 
today? 

Who is the Messiah? and  What is the gospel,  or Good News? 

As you thought about how you might respond, I wonder if you looked at 
Mark’s words again, for what we see is that, as he seeks to articulate an 
answer to the first question,  Mark turns firstly to the past. He roots himself 
within a long tradition, he turns to the words of the prophets, words spoken 
centuries before. 

So often,  when we find ourselves thinking about such a question we start with 
the life and time of Jesus; he was a carpenter, he called 12 disciples’ 
performed lots of miracles. Or we might start with personal experience; he is 
someone who has changed my life.  

But, in offering his answer, Mark doesn’t start with any popular or personal 
opinion, rather,      in starting with the prophets, Mark reminds us that Jesus 
Christ and his coming to us is part of something far bigger than ourselves; is 
part of God’s eternal plan and purpose, spoken of and anticipated by the 
prophets, revealed by John the Baptist, affirmed by God, encountered by 
Mark, passed on to us. 

And we see Mark tells us that Jesus is a messenger. So not only is he is sent, 
but he has something to say. Sent by God and with something to say about life 
in God’s Kingdom, about eternal life. 

But not only did he have something to say about the kingdom, he has the 
authority to offer us an invitation into this Kingdom. “This is my son whom I 
love”, Emmanuel, God with us. 

Mark tells us that Jesus came proclaiming this Good news. Later, Mark would 
discover what we already know, that Jesus didn’t simply proclaim the good 
news, but he himself was,  is the good news. He is the way by which we enter 
into God’s kingdom. 

Who is the Messiah? 

Mark reminds us: Jesus Christ is God’s revelation of himself to us, God’s 
presence with us. Or to put it another way, Jesus is God with skin on, he is 



Emmanuel, God with us, God amongst us,  reaching out to us.  

Christ is the constant reminder that God has come to us, and continues to 
come to us; and with good news. Which leads us to the second question:  

What is the Good News, or Gospel? 

And here we see how Mark, as he comes to introduce this idea of a gospel, or 
good news, how he, again, referring to the words of the prophets, how he 
firstly set the scene, and then moves on to describe what this good news is. 

And so, setting the scene. If we were to look back into Exodus 23: 20, we 
would see that God appoints an angel  or a messenger to lead his people out 
of Egypt and into the promised land, out of slavery and into freedom. The 
book of Exodus records it like this: “See I am sending an angel ahead of you to 
guard you along the way  and to bring you to the place I have prepared…” And 
the people were encouraged to listen to and not rebel against this divine 
messenger. This is the theme that the prophet Isaiah picks up on, and which 
Mark refers to. A theme which he then projects forwards, if you like, seeing 
that God will make possible a new exodus, from the Egypt of ourselves and 
into the promise of new life; of restored relationships, of forgiveness, 
acceptance and love. Good news! 

We have been created with purpose, with love, and, in spite of our so often 
failure to fully realise this, Mark reminds us that we need to repent: to turn 
around, to turn away from and turn toward and that as we do, so we find that 
God is there. Good news! 

New life and all that comes with it, offered through faith in this Jesus who 
comes to us: forgiveness, hope, belonging, to be loved and valued. Good 
news! 

And so, as Mark opens out his gospel, so he helps us to reflect upon those two 
questions: 

“Who is Jesus?” and  “What is this Gospel or Good News?” 

But, having worked out the answer, Mark then goes on through the rest of his 
Gospel, and through his life as the Evangelist, to challenge us to think about 
two more things: Personal acceptance and Personal witness. 

But, our thoughts and reflections leave us with one more question, one that 
this time is personal to us,  to you and to me, and that is: “How will you 
respond?” 

As Christ, God the Son, comes to you and offers you this Good News, how will 
you choose to respond? 

Will you open your heart and mind and wrestle with all that it means to accept 
this, to accept him, or will you close your heart and mind, and simply move on, 
unmoved and unchanged?                                                                                 Amen. 



Let nothing disturb you. 

Let nothing frighten you. 

All things are changing. 

God alone is changeless. 

Patience attains the good. 

One who has God lacks nothing. 

God alone fills all our needs. 

— Teresa of Avila                                       (sent in by Suzi) 

Readings for May 

Sunday 2nd May: 

Acts 8:26-40;  Psalm 22:26-40;  1 John 4: 7-21;  John 15: 1-8 

Sunday 9th May 

Acts 10: 44-48;  Psalm 98;  1 John 5: 1-6;  John 15: 9-17 

Sunday 16th May 

Acts 1: 1-11;  Psalm 47;  Ephesians 1: 15-23;  Luke 24: 44-53 

Sunday 23rd May  Pentecost 

Acts 2: 1-21;  Psalm 104: 25-35, 37;  Romans 8: 22-27;   

John 15: 26-27;16:4-15 

Sunday 30th May 

Isaiah 6: 1-8;  Psalm 29;  Romans 8: 12-27;  John 3: 1-17 

Christ Church Contact Details 
Reverend Christopher Jones 
Priest-in-Charge of the Berwickshire Episcopal Churches Group (BECG) 

Telephone: 01361 884326  Mobile: 07745410487 

Email: rector_bt@hotmail.com 
Website: www.christchurchduns.org Charity Number SC009385 

Material for inclusion in the next newsletter should be submitted as soon as 
possible and at the latest by 5.00pm on Tuesday, 25th May 

Email: newsletter@christchurchduns.org  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/christchurch.duns/ 
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