JACOBITE ITALY
Frances M Dunlop

“There you go for a damned cowardly Italian!” As Prince Charles Edward was being led
in a state of shock from the field of Culloden, did David, Lord Elcho really forget himself
to the extent of flinging these bitter words at his retreating back?
The words may or may not be apocryphal, but they certainly express the frustration
built up over a period of seeing his advice ignored and the Prince going his own merry
way to disaster!
The Prince was Italian only in so far as he was born in Rome, in Palazzo Muti, right in
the heart of the city. It was given by the Pope in 1719 as a residence for the so-called
“Old Pretender”, whom Jacobites (and the Pope) acknowledged as King James VIII &
III. James was married to Maria Clementina Sobieska, grand-daughter of the Polish
hero-king, Jan Sobieski.
When their first son was born on 31 December 1720 the guns of Castel Sant’ Angelo
sounded a salute, and a few hours later the baby prince, Charles Edward, was baptised
in the nearby Santi Apostoli Church.

Palazzo Muti at the far end, with the arcaded façade of Santi Apostoli on the right
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Twenty-one years later Lord Elcho was on the Grand Tour of Europe, obligatory for any
young nobleman in the eighteenth century. A convinced Jacobite, he arrived in Rome to
pay his respects at the Court-in-exile. He was not too impressed by Prince Charles
Edward, who, he said, “appeared to have no tastes except for hunting and music, and
had no conversational power.” His sixteen-year-old brother, Prince Henry Benedict, on
the other hand, “was suave, loved conversation, and pleased people more than his
brother”.
However, when “Bonnie Prince Charlie” landed in Scotland in 1745 Lord Elcho joined
the Rising, and was given the command of the Prince’s Lifeguards.
After the defeat at Culloden the Prince became something of a wanderer around Europe.
(Lord Elcho also fled to France, where he fought in the army of king Louis XV.)
Charles was a sad figure, never able to gain enough support for another attempt to
regain his throne, and never able to admit that his cause was lost. He was not amused
when his brother Henry was made a Cardinal and ordained priest, as he felt that this
would antagonise their Protestant supporters. Also, Charles himself had no legitimate
children, and now Henry had ruled himself out of doing his bit to secure the
continuation of the Stuart dynasty.
Henry, now known as Cardinal Duke of York, was ordained by Pope Benedict XIV, who
appointed him archpriest of St Peter’s Basilica.
When his father, James VIII, died in 1766 his body lay in state in the Church of Santi
Apostoli, before being buried with full royal honours in the crypt of St Peter’s, beside his
Queen, Maria Clementina who had died at an early age in 1735.

Moody skies over St Peter’s

Maria Clementina monument
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In 1772 Charles married Princess Louise of Stolberg-Gedern. They lived for a time in
Rome, but three years later moved to Florence, huffed at the new Pope Pius VI’s refusal
to recognise Charles as King.
They lived in Palazzo San Clemente, not far from the Cathedral. This was the only
property ever to be actually owned by Charles. It bears the alternative name Palazzo del
Pretendente in his honour, and now forms part of the University of Florence.

Palazzo S Clemente
In the vestibule you can still see the royal arms of the United
Kingdom (English version).
The marriage of Charles and Louise was not happy, and before
long they parted company, she seeking refuge in a convent, before
joining her lover, the poet Vittorio Alfieri.
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In Florence Charles used the title “Count of Albany”. He
was joined by his illegitimate daughter, Charlotte, who
cared for him devotedly in his latter years as
disappointment and frustration drove him to increasing
dependence on drink.

Charles Edward Stuart by
Hugh Douglas Hamilton,
1775. Not so bonny now.
Photo: Wikipedia Commons
As the heir to the Stuart
claim to the throne, Henry
issued a series of medals,
inscribed ‘Hen IX, Mag.
Brit, Fr. et Hib. Rex Fid.
Def. Card. Ep. Frasc.
Non desideriis hominum
sed voluntate Dei’
(Henry IX, King of Great
Britain, France and
Ireland, Defender of the
Faith, Cardinal Bishop of
Frascati.
Not by the desire of men,
but by the will of God.)

Charles had two bouts of serious illness. Both times his
brother, the Cardinal, was sent for, and stayed with him
till he recovered. In 1786 Charles moved back to Palazzo
Muti in Rome, and there he died of a stroke on 31
January 1788. Cardinal Henry arranged a splendid
funeral, and burial in his Cathedral in Frascati.

The other St Peter’s. Cathedral of S Pietro, Frascati

Frascati is a pretty town in the Castelli Romani, with good wine shops, and spectacular
views over the Roman Campagna. On one visit, as our party disembarked from the
coach and caught sight of the striking war memorial, all we Greenockians exclaimed
with one voice: "It's the Well Park!"

War memorial, Frascati

War memorial, Greenock
Well Park
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Monument to Prince Charles Edward in
Frascati Cathedral, his first burial place

A funeral in the Cathedral of Frascati

Cardinal Henry’s later life was troubled, He had to flee for his life as French
Revolutionary troops occupied Rome and pillaged the countryside. He took refuge in
Venice, until able to return to his beloved Frascati. Since he had lost all his possessions,
some of his friends managed to obtain for him a pension of £4000 per annum from King
George III.
In 1803 Cardinal Henry became Dean of the
College of Cardinals, which position brought
with it the title of Bishop of Ostia and Velletri,
but he continued to live most of the time in his
villa near Frascati, where he is commemorated
in a street name. (Dedicated to the “WellDeserving Cardinal of Frascati”.) He was liked
and respected for the many charitable works
carried out by him before he was impoverished.
The Cardinal died on 13 July 1807, at the age of 82, and was buried in the crypt of St
Peter's Basilica, to lie beside his father and brother (whose remains were moved from
Frascati). The three original tombstones are now in the crypt of the Pontifical Scots
College in Rome. This is the only inscription anywhere which refers to Charles as
"Charles III". So in death he achieved the recognition which eluded him in life.
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The original tombstones now in Scots College
JAMES III
KING
OF GREAT BRITAIN,
SCOTLAND, FRANCE AND
IRELAND
LIVED 77 YEARS, 6
MONTHS, 11 DAYS
DIED 1ST JANUARY 1766

DEO OPTIMO MAXIMO
(TO GOD MOST HIGH,
MOST GOOD)

CHARLES III
SON OF JAMES III
KING OF GREAT BRITAIN
FRANCE AND IRELAND
BORN 1720
DIED 31 JANUARY 1788

HENRY IX
SON OF JAMES III, KING
OF GREAT BRITAIN
FRANCE AND IRELAND
CALLED DUKE OF YORK
BISHOP OF OSTIA AND
VELLETRI,
VICE CHANCELLOR OF
THE HOLY ROMAN
CHURCH
ARCHPRIEST OF THE
VATICAN BASILICA
DIED FRASCATI 13 JULY 1807, LIVED 82 YEARS, 4 MONTHS, 7 DAYS

Shortly afterwards the executor of the Cardinal’s will comissioned the sculptor Antonio
Canova to design a monument, which was erected in the Basilica in 1819, with financial
backing from the Prince Regent (afterwards George IV). You can see it in the left aisle of
the Basilica. Just across from it, above the door of the sacristy, is a portrait of Maria
Clementina.
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IACOBO III
IACOBI II MAGNAE BRIT REGIS FILIO
KAROLO EDVARDO
ET HENRICO DECANO PATRVM
CARDINALIVM
IACOBI III FILIIS
REGIAE STIRPIS STVARDI POSTREMIS
ANNO MDCCCXIX
TO JAMES III
SON OF JAMES II, KING OF GREAT
BRITAIN, TO CHARLES EDWARD, AND TO
HENRY, DEAN OF THE CARDINAL
FATHERS, SONS OF JAMES III,
THE LAST OF THE ROYAL HOUSE OF
STUART
1819
BEATI MORTVI QVI IN DOMINO
MORIUNTVR
BLESSED ARE THE DEAD WHO DIE IN
THE LORD

Canova’s monument in St Peter’s
Fast forward to 1938 and the death of Pope Pius XI. To make room for the Pope's burial
place, the remains of the three Stuarts were moved a short distance and a large
sarcophagus was erected over them. It can be seen on a visit to the crypt of St Peter’s,
easily recognisable by the bronze crown on top.
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Palazzo Muti (sometimes now known as Palazzo Stuardo), scene of the Jacobite Court in
exile, is now an office block. But in the entrance passageway there is a commemorative
plaque, which mentions only Cardinal Henry.

IN THIS HOUSE LIVED
HENRY, DUKE THEN CARDINAL
YORK
WHO, BEING THE SURVIVING SON
OF JAMES III OF ENGLAND (sic)
TOOK THE NAME OF HENRY IX
IN HIM IN 1807
THE STUART DYNASTY DIED OUT

Cardinal Henry Benedict
Painting in Scots College, Rome

This last scion of the Stuarts was, according to HV
Morton ( A Traveller in Rome), “the most attractive
member of his family. He spoke English with a strong
accent, and was hurt and puzzled when he failed to
make himself understood.” He never attempted to
pursue his claim to the throne, but in his will he named
as his heir Carlo Emanuele, King of Sardinia and
Piedmont, who was descended from the youngest
daughter of Charles I. He abdicated after the death of
his wife, moved to Rome, and was often a guest of his
cousin, the Cardinal. So nowadays our king may
actually be Emanuele Filiberto di Savoia, Prince
of Naples, only grandson of the last King of Italy!

FMD 2018. All photos by the author unless otherwise stated.
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