The World Pipe Band Championship was held in Glasgow in August 2018. It is held
over a weekend on Glasgow Green beside the People’s Palace by the River Clyde.
There are several hundred pipe bands competing from many countries in this
competition, the biggest in the world. I went to enjoy the live event and some of
Glasgow’s history, involving Inverclyde

Glasgow Green has several of Glasgow’s attractions. There are the People’s Palace
and its historical collection, the Doulton Fountain and close by, the Templeton
Building with its rich brickwork

There is also in the middle of the Green the enormous monument set up by Glasgow
citizens in 1806 to honour Nelson.

The Green was set up for its many thousands of visitors for that day with food to
satisfy all.

Piping in a band is a very technical business nowadays. There are roughly in a Grade I
band twenty-two pipers, seven side drums, four tenor drums and one large bass drum.
All have to be in tune and the sounds matched. I watched several band set up in the
drizzling rain.
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An awful lot of equipment has to be carried around.

One of the great things about this top notch competition is the informality. Can you
imagine in the Olympics being so close to the competitors but here, right up close,
you watch them set up their band. This intensity has a break at about noon, and that
was when I was able to get acquainted with some of the history of Glasgow Green.

My first visit was to the enormous conservatory attached to the People’s Palace. I was
able to catch many exotic flowers in one walk around its aisles

The Palace building itself has many displays. There is a Benny Lynch exhibition, a
World War II exhibition and a prison exhibition. I, with an Inverclyde viewpoint, was
drawn to a very special exhibit and that is the Glassford painting

This painting has been recently (within the last ten years) refurbished and cleaned.
Why is it of interest to Inverclyde? Well, John Glassford, the original owner, was a
tobacco baron in the 1700s and had a very strong link with Port Glasgow. He had a
strong business connection with the Port Glasgow merchant Robert Allason, and Mr
Allason bought land in Princes Street for Glassford when the street was opened up in
1764.
Another connection happened at the critical time of the war with America between
1776 and 1783. John Glassford was not a supporter of the war and he had a large fleet
of ships that he parked in the Port Glasgow harbour for the duration.

Glassford
Painting
and its
renovator

The painting is controversial as there was a slave to the right hand side of Mr
Glassford and for centuries it was claimed that the slave had been painted out when
the slave trade was banned. It was found during the renovation of the painting that the
slave was there under all the dirt and grime. One person had been painted out, and that
was John’s first wife and his second wife painted in. How easily are we forgotten?
A third item in the Glasgow Green that has an association with Port Glasgow in
Inverclyde was the large obelisk set up to honour Nelson. David Hamilton (1768
1843) designed and constructed the obelisk. Hamilton was responsible for a large
number of Glasgow’s public buildings. Among them in Glasgow may be mentioned
the old Theatre Royal in Queen Street, built in 1803-5 and burned down in 1829; and
the Normal School in New City Road with its conspicuous clock tower. Most
important is the Royal Exchange which you can visit in Royal Exchange Square.
Handicapped by the necessity of retaining the old mansion on the site, Hamilton
cleverly added a fine Corinthian portico in front and a large richly ornamented hall
behind. The vaulted and coffered ceiling of this hall is typical of Hamilton's care over
every detail of his design.
Hamilton designed the Nelson monument (the obelisk) on Glasgow Green in 1806. It
was the first to be erected to the hero of Trafalgar, and consists of a massive Roman
obelisk 144 feet high, with the names of the great admiral's victories inscribed on the
sides. In 1810 it was struck by lightning during a violent storm and split almost from
top to bottom

About ten years after the Nelson Monument, two structures were erected by
Hamilton: the town steeple at Falkirk (probably intended to be attached to a townhouse which was never erected) and Port Glasgow Town Hall, where the spire
surmounts a Doric portico of individual type. He seems to be unlucky with lightning
bolts as the Port Glasgow spire was damaged by a strike in the nineteenth century.
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Back to the Pipe band Competition. I followed the Glasgow Skye Association Pipe
band through their preparations and performance.

This pipe band was Grade II World Champion last year. I watched them set up.

At last they were ready for their turn in the Second Arena on the Green. They paraded
in playing a march under the eyes of many judges.

They set up in the ring and played their set.

With a fine performance! They marched off with dignity.

So I had an
enjoyable day
in the drizzle
delving into
the history of
the City along
with the
vibrant
competition of
the World
Championship
that would be
well worth a
visit next year
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THE END

