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1. Introduction to the Estates

This piece of writingattempts to telsome ofthe stories abousix old
estates that lay to the eatPort Glasgown the nineteenth centugnd
eventually got swallowed up in the townthe twentieth centurynitially
the estatelay in Kilmacolm Parish before beingcorporatedy Port
Glasgow as Port Glasgow moved eastwartie stories will deal #h the
topics of brutal murders, infanticide, great wealth and great poverty
mainly in the times of the mid totnineteenth century when Port
Glasgow was rapidly changing as industry gramd outside influences
such as the railways made their mark.

Three of the estates (Fyfe Park, Nether Auchenleck and Carnegie Park)
werecoastal estasbelonging togentlemendrmers They stretched

from thewestern boundary of Fg Park Estate at the Clune Brae Bton

the Carnegie Park Estate boundary at thesedstof the presertday
cemetery aiHeggies Arenue These mallish estates of about tweriye
acres or so were owned by men who made their living market gardening
or rope making.

The otherthree stateqBroadfield,Woodhall andBroadstonepelonged

to what was commonly called landedndyy. These larger estates of up to
sixty acres layo the soutlof the River Clyden theslopeshat steeply
rose from theiver edge These were owned by very rich men who had
money from large industrial enterprises lived off the rents of the farms
attachedd the statesThey distinguished themselves the large houses
they lived in and the sports they followed.



None of these estates newiss. Port Glasgow, as a town built and
positioned ora narrow coastal strip on a raised belafhover fran the
Ice Age tried to accommodate the growthpopulation resultindgrom a
booming economy after the start of thiaeteenttcentury.

Port Glasgow was hemmauby the river to the northihe hills behind it
andby Greenocko the west sothe towncould not move north, south or
west The best expansion land was to the east. The old boundary for the
town had been thilmacolm Parish boundagrthat went from the Rer
Clyde through Clune Park (formerly Plantation) and up to the top of
Clune Brae. An ften-used expressiato describe this ggansion was that
the Pottpwasagisp towndoutdarywaseushed T h e
back easto Heggies Avenue in 191&nd further teeventually taswallow

all six estates.

2. A Chronology of the Sx Port Glasgow Estates

The history of the grounds taken up by the six estates goes bihek to
times ofthe Barony lands that were helt noblesand their families. The
main Barony(Finlaystone)n this part of Renfrewshire was that owned
by the Dennistouns.
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In 1406 a daughter of the living Baron married a Maxveid as part of
the dowry a barony vgacarved out of the Finlaystomdaxwell Barony



for the newly weds. This Barony of Nether Finlayston stretched west of
the burn thatlbws from the south to the River Clyde past the east side of
the modern Clune Paf&choolto Inchgreen in the ®st. This was

renamed the Barony of Newark. Eventually the Burghers of Glasgow set
up the Port of Glasgow in the Barony from 1668 after strikiraiggal with
Patrick Maxwell of Newark.

The land to the east of this new Barony and Port Glasgasvstill very
rural. Themap aboveshows theessence drRoy®s map drawn in 175Gf
the Finlayston Estateast of the NewarBarony Where the threeoastal
estates were to appear there is Auchenleck Fahare is also a farm
caled Broadfield but there are nsign of anygentry estates

The coastal estatemppear to be created after 1767 as the result of the
springing up of a nevocal industrythat was setip by a Port Glasgow
entrepreneurMr Hamilton of Wishaw, who owned Newark EtsaHe
started and encouraged the markatdgning industry in 1767 when he
leased tb foreshore as far as Inchgrekie feued onecre plots at £40 a
year and a £2 felNewarkCastlegardens were let out as market gardens,
the gadeners living in the castle. Hamiltohimself had a willow
plantation at Bogston

Port Glasgow became famous for its fruit. There were seven market
gardeners at leastharles Williamson occupied the€tle garden in the
Newark Barony which extenddtbm Blackstone to the Glasgow
tollhouse.William Foot (famed for his plums) had his garden from
Ashgrove Lango Clune Braedot in the Newark Baronylhe high walls
suited wall treesJohnYeatshad Carneig Gardengone of the oastal
estates)was setup alongthe RivetGde 6s bank in the Fi|
Barony. All market gardeners brought their fruit daily to the Steamboat
Quay for the Glasgow trip on the Helensburgh bdae quicker transit to
Glasgow, vinich became possible when river steamers commenced,
caused great activity in this business.

So the market gardening seems to hauteated the creation of the three
coastal estatesith their flat ground and many burnshdy appeared all
to be about 25a@es in area each. These were west to east, Fyfe Park,
Nether Auchenleck and Carnegie Park.

Substantial houses were set up on the three estates. We have a description
for Carnegie Park



TO LET, FURNISHED ENTRY IMMEDIATELY, THE HOUSE
AND OFFICES OFCARNEGIE PARK,

Consisting of: three public rooms and five bmaims, with kitchen,
pantry, larder, washinigouse and laundry, cow house;.& he
house igleasantly situated on thaiks of the Clyde, within a
mile of PortGlasgow.

For particulars, apply to Foster King, Esqg., or James Lade,
Writer, PortGlasgow

10th October, 18485reenock Advertiser

Fruit growing lastedor at least seventy years tile coming of the
railwaysdiminishedthe fruit businesfrom 1841. Fuit was still an
income for Carneag as can be seen by the following prosecution

1899 14 October THEFT OF FRUIT AT PORT GLASGOW.

Four lads from PorGlasgow named Robewt'Allister, John Bell,
James Herrington, and Donald Livingstone, were charged with
stealing six Ibs. of apples andars from the Carnegie market

garden occupied by Mr Alei 6 L a enduesday, 3rd October.
Accused pleaded guilty. The Fiscal (Mr William Auld) stated that
accused had been caught in the garden. One of them had a basket
in his possession full of apples. Tlagls were off work that day on
account of the rain. Justice Tannabhill said that this common offence
must be put down. The sentence was 5sdawhor three days
imprisonment, and if any other lad was brought up he would be
whipped.Greenock Telegraph
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The three so calledegtry estates had very differasrigins These three
estates werBroadfield,Woodhall and Broadstone.

BroadfieldEstatewas the first of these larger estates to be created. It is
noted that te Fnlaystone Btate grantetb theBroadfieldfeuer, Dr

Molli son, wasaboutone hundred and eightresin extent A large house
was built in1762.This was lived in till a new ansion house was built
about 1800incorporating the older house in the back.sTtouse
remained tillit was demolished about 1948 The estate had extensive
stabling and even a family tomb.

WoodhallEstatewas carved out of the Broadfieldstate by a locahip-
ownerwho built amodern mansion there in 18@6was aboub6 acres
in extent.

Broadstondestatewas about 3@cres and was carved out of Oakbank
Farm, one of the farmthat supported the Broadfielcstate.lt was
created by a locddusiness man, JolBirkmyre, who was gartnerof the
Gourock Ropeworks. John had the h®os castle built in 187and it
lasted through to the 1930

These three estes were distinguished by thigns of opulence of tire
houses and the pastimaistheir owner

3. Broadfield, Woodhall, and Broadstone Estatesind their
Magnificent Houses

Onre of the major feature differenchstween theaastal states and the
gentry estates was the size and extravagaresesis the large houses of
the gentry estates.

Starting with BroadfieldVlansion the oldest of the houses.

TheBroadfield name was oriigally applied to a farm forming part of the
Barony of Finlaystone, the rentalwhich,in 1495 was £26In 1762 the

13th Earl of Glencairn let for fiftjgeven years 108 Scots acres of the

lands of Broadfield and Blackston to DMollosonof PortGlasgowat a

rent of £22 on which he built a house, forming Itlaek part of the

present hous& Blackstontb us e s hows up onareRoy 0 s
few records of the house itself. It appears to be to the south of Broadfield.



The Rev. MrBrown, in his Statistal Account of the parish in the 18
century, claims Dr Mollesan work on the estatas
A t mast remarkable piece of improvementhis parish. On the
farm of Broadield he has built an elegant house. hées
judiciously subdivided andnelosed the lads with thorrhedges
and belts of planting. Though of a shallow soil, it now yields a
plentiful crop of oats, barley, beans, and grass of various Kifisls.
garden produces the plartsd flowers common in the climate, and
he raises many from foreign cdues which are useful in the line
of his professioras a DoctarThese improvements do much
honour to his judgment and taste. The lands were in a state of
nature within these thirty years. 0

The estate wassupported by four farms. They are Park Farm, faak
Farm(56 acre} Parklea Farn{60 acresyand Parkhill Farn{110 acres)
Broadfieldwas then renovated round about 1&ythe Crawfurd Family

A military fact abouBroadfield was that in the 185@nd before there
was a gun emplacement on the ridg¢he west of the house that had six
iron guns. It was understood the guns were there to protect Dumbarton
Castle from attack from the river.

Broadfield House in 1893Unknowr)

A photograplhof 1893 gives a goodvewiew. The estate anchouse were
situated on the coast of theafish of Kilmacolm, near the main road
leading from Renfrew t&ort Glasgow, and overlooking the River Clyde.



The mansion was built in the beginning of th century (circa 1800),
and was long occupied by Mr. John Crawfurd afl®The main entrance

is a very handsome porckith Corinthian pillars and pilasteesda very
elegant iron balustrade. Tindows weresheets of plate glasShereis
filigreed ironwork shown in a fence around the base of the building and
flower boxeson each of the middle floavindows at the front and side.

The roof also has a surround of fine cast iron filigree at two levels.

The house is surroundég many fine old treeand an extensive view of
the river and of the Dunbartonshire coast may baiobtl from the upper
windows of the mansion.

Broadfield in 1918 was bought by the consul for Greece and when he
died in 1923 it became the Broadfield Hospital. It was stated as 60 acres.
It was bought in 1929 by Paisl€ounciland sed as a mentasglum

along with Broadstone House that will be discussed later.

Woodhall

This estate was created in 1866 by Mr Blackwood who wascavoer of

the shipbuilding firm Blackwood and Gordon who were situated at where
Lamonts Yard wasn Port Glasgow

Blackwoo d forsunesrose wherBlackwood & Gordon, in 1860,

removed from Paisley to Port Glasgolieir move from Paisley was in
order to build larger shipBhey purchased a portion of what had been the
gardens of Newark Castle, and formed a shipyard. In &8éhgine shop
was added to Blackwood & Gordaosing the Springfieldvalled garden

on the Newark gate.

This yard was typical of what at the time was considered the best method
of conducting shipbuilding, in so far that it was smdhtained having a

dock for fitting-out purposes and a boiler shop and foundry. For a time
this method was successful, but gradually specialisation took place.

Large businesses grew up for constructing engines or boilers and
castings, with which firms whose annual output waslisooald not

compete. As machinery became more complicated and expensive,
engineering could only pay if the machinery was fully employed, and this
could not be done if only a few sets of engines were built in a year. The
firm continued till 1885 when it feed. Blackwoodlater managed to

revive the companin 1887.He died at Glenclune in 1891 having sold
Woodhall prior to that and having stayed there for twenty five years.



In 1864 theravere no thoughtsf failure. The Blackwoods were living at
Glenclure, a house on the Fyfe Pdtktatenear Clune Brathat
overlooked hisiewshipyard He decided he would build a dramatic
mansion He agreed to creata astate out of the Broadfieldstate and
build a mansion therand so he called in a young English atett to
construct the mansion for hirle was Federick Thomas Pilkington
(18321898. He was aged 34 when he designed and built Woodhall
Mansion.He at this time was considered one of the leading, ayemote
architects in Scotland.

Frederickwas bornn Stamford (Lincolnshire, England), the son of an
architect who took his family to Edinburgh in 1854 when Frederick was
22.setting up an office in the New Town. The young Pilkington studied
mathematics and logic at the University of Edinburgh but, desging

an excellent student, seems never to have got round to graduating. His
wife died in childbirth in 1861 when Frederick was 29 and he married
again just five months later.

Fredrick Thomagilkington movedrom England in 1854That was the
year afte John Ruskin gave his first public lecture on architecture and
painting in thecity. Pilkingtonnever met Ruskin but he took in and used
Ruskinds ideas.

RuskinwantedGothic architecture with itplentiful ornateiess i T h e
Gothic stands out in pricklyndependence, and frosty fortitude, jutting

into crockets, and freezing into pinnacles; starting up into a monster,
there germinating into a blossom: anon knitting itself into a branch,
alternately thorny, bossy, and bristly, or writhed into every form of
nervous entanglement; but even when most graceful, never for an instant
langui d, al ways quickset; erring, 1if

Pilkington is said to have worked as inspiration came to him, often
getting up in the middle of the nigtd sketch ideas. He had a taste for
music and fine furnitureOn 10 March 1861 Pilkington's first wife died in
childbirth, and he married Elizabeth Cropley from Ely five months later,
first with a house at 27 St Bernard Crescent and then at 14 Cumin Place
later in the same year.

Pilkington designed 18 churches, the majority for the Free Church of
ScotlandHe built quite originalchurches, surmounted loyer heavy
perhapssharpsteeples, in Kelso, Irvine and Dundee.

at



Irvine Church(Unknown)
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BarclayChur Edinburgi{Unknown)
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His masterpiece, however, is the Barclay Free Church of-6862
Edinburgh

He was an architect i&dinburghfrom 1855 to 1883 when he went to
London.He also built large houses before Woodhall such as Woodlea
House

»

Waodlea Housdunknown)

Woodhall was built in the same Gothic style that was described as
fbolshie,bloodymindedand perverse. And nobody was bolshier, etc.,
than Frederick Pilkington (though he may not have so considered
himself). Nobody was less concednabout the canons of good taste.
Edinburghd wher e Pi | ki ngt o ndssllisdgull af hig i c e
ferocious, bizarrely scaled, restlessly detailed clinics and houses and
churcheé

The cosibf Woodhall was50,000 or £60,000 to buildThe archiectural
beauty is evident from the photograph. A feature of the interior
decorationwasthe ornate hand carved staircase and panelling and stained
glass. The roomaerespacious and dignifiedit includedstables and

lodges and amounts to 56 acres laitinwattractive avenuesid there

wasan ornamental pond.

N
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Woodhall Mansiorfunknown)

The house was sold after Thonta$ a ¢ k wiianogdt into difficulties

in 1887.In 1914 it wasempty andbffered for£20,000 and then £10,000
and in 1934t £47501t eventually wasought by the Port Glasgow
council andknocked down in 193t make way for social housing

In the 1958 the site of the mansiavas taken over by 8 a r t church s
and a modern church eventually built there.

St Martins Churci{Unknown)
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Broadstone

During the couse of the nineteenth centupprt Glasgowvas the site of
two or three powerful comparsef international reputation. One of them
was he Gourock Ropewosdt¢hat made canvasailcloth andope goods.

It originated ashePort Glasgow Rope & Dudko., whichwas founded

in 1736 in Port Glasgow. In 1797 it merged with the Gourock Ropework
Co. (founded 1777) to form the Gourock Ropework Co. with its
headquarters in Port Glasgow. WillidBirkmyre wasassociated with the
companyuntil he retired in 186dn 1818 he was made a partner.

The company gained a worldide reputation in the manufacture of ropes,
canvas and sailcloth. By the late nineteenth century the company was
under the control adhe sons of William Birkmyre. TheswvereHenry
Birkmyre (18321900) and his brother, John, who had become partners in
the firm in 1853.

William Birkmyre lived at Ashgrove Houdél 1862, not far from the

Gourock Ropeworks and brought up his childitegre {ncluding Henry
andJohn) Hedied suddenly the in January 1862 aged.59

Gourock Ropeworks Mill

Ashgrove House

Port Glasgow

. ... Newark Castle

Ashgrove Hous@MclLean Museum)
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Ashgrove House was not a small hougeby standard. It contained a
dining room, a drawing room, a parlour and a stooa. For sleeping
arrangements ttontainedsevenbedrooms (one with a dressing room).
There also was a batbom and a itchen The house was surrounded by
orchards. There were the Cagilrdens and the Springhill walledrgen
of Mrs Montgomerie.

John and his family moved out from Ashgrove Hoaséisfat her 6 s
death in 1862and moved to Glenclunghere we find him in 18659iving
next door to the Thomas Blackwood family before they moved to
Woodhall in 1866

Glenclunewasa large selicontained illa consisting of a dining room, a
drawingoom,4bedbooms and a servantso room.
bath nom, and other conveniences. It had a beautiful view of the Clyde,

and issituated within a mile of the railwayadion and less than half a

mile to the Gourock Ropeworks where John worked with Henry.

About 1870 John decided he would build a family home to match his
wealth and position. He bought an estatebafua thirty acres that was
majority of the land ofOakbank Farm. This was immediately east of the
Woodhall estate ofhomas Blackwoodvith the entrance dreway

coming from the Middle Badthat led to Glasgow

He then looked for an architect to fulfil his visioha karonialmansion
He choseDavid Bryce(1803 1876) Johnwanteda house with the some
of the characteand style of Newark Castle and not the very modern
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WoodhallMansion. He wouldhave looked at what David Bry¢erho
was 67 in 1870compared to Federick Pilkington who was 34ad done
previously and the latest example to study was Ballikinrain Castle.

Ballikinrain Castle(unknown)

David haddesignedand builtthe Gastle in 1868 for Sir Arabald Orr
Ewing, (1818 1893) a Conservativealty politician Sir Archibald had
commissioned David Bryce to design a new house in the Scottish
Baronial style, fohis 4,500acre estate.

o N ST
Y M : v :
C O ::-",.& ;

Broadstone House
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Broadstone lduse is a Baronial Renaissanceige with details based on
NewarkCastle.The building was originally constructed wigneyish

pink, square snecked sandstone. It h&igh entrance tower, turreted o
the northwest with some finely cargd and inscribed eaves and dormers,
andthe rather special stofilamed conservary, part of which,

octagonalm plan had a glazed dome and cneda.

In 1870 wherthe house was built a more modern spelling wad tme

the messagigom Newark Castlei T tblessing of Godsh er ei n, 0
inscribed over the main doorway Bfoadstoneandon a tablet above the
doorinsie t he hal | i ThisHoisewas lbust byrJohpt i on :
Birkmyre and Helen his wife in the yeafraur Lord, 1870. Except the
Lord build the house, they |l abour

The house is set in a large estate

o<

)

The Estate and élise(Unknown)

Broadstone was a bare hillside of farmlaiide estate became richly
wooded,andthe welktrimmed hwns were nowhereettered John
BirkmyreGs wife with her own hands planted nearly every tree on the
estate, assisted by her gardeners and foresters. It was one efthe @b
of her life to se¢hese trees eoe to full fruition, andoecome the
habitation of the birdsas well as providing abundant cover for ground
game.
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How couldJohn Birkmyreafford to buildsuch a large house as
Broadstone?

Fortunately there is evidence that can let us know how. In the Glasgow
University Archives there are detailegcordings of the business
arrangements within the Gourock Ropeworks. They show how individual
partners shared ithe returngor their investments from the company. In
the case of Gourock Ropeworks detailed annual earnings are available.
For the six yees from 1885 to 189Q@hey give real insight.

First of all who owned theompany?At the beginning of 1885 there were
four partners and their share of the company was as follows

Colin Campbell 33.0%
John Birkmyre 29.3%
Henry Birkmyre 29.3%
William Birkmyre 8.0%

(In 1886 Colin Campbell diednd his two sons, William Middleton
Campbell and Henr€ampbell)s p | 1 t sharedEach lias 16%)

How do you make the calculation of who gets wdeth yed?At the end
of each tading year the comparalancediabilities and assets and if
there are profits (as there shoblg) thepartners would share them
amongst themselves in proportion to their stock ownership.

Gourock Ropeworks Company Board seems to be prutieid not

want the total profifor each yeato begiven outto the drectorsbecause
they wanted reserves left in case the company suffered a sethauk d
their next fiscal yearSo they set the stock value of the company for the
end of each year to be £150,000 pounds. After yoki ttwext£150,000 off
of the gross cash in the company what wasdefthat the directors could
sharefrom that year

The gross profits, the amount to be shared and John Birkerstnare are
as follows for the six years.

Year Gross Profit Amount Jom Birkmyre
To share at 29.3%
1885 £186,000 £36,000 £10,500
1886 £162,000 £12,000 £3,500
1887 £153,750 £3,750 £1,100
1888 £175,200 £25,200 £7,400
1889 £198,000 £48,000 £14,000

1990 £181,000 £31,000 £9,100
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So in total John Birkmyre receives £46,600 over the six years. This gives
him over £7,750 per yearhis is equivalent to approximately, in modern
values, £775,000 per year

So there was plenty of money for Joh]

EventuallyBroadstoneHouse wasot lived in by the Birkmyres.
Broadstone House was bought by Paisleyporationin 1929, to cater

for mentally deficient women and juveniles, and from then on both it and
BroadfieldHouse wereun as a single hospital of whatever naihe.

served for many years as a psychiatric institution, when it was known as
Broadfield Hospital, It was transferred to the National Health Service in
1948 and was closed 985 andhe building was sold by auction in

2001. Nav known asThe Castleits reurbishmenwasto form the
centrepiece of the Castlebank residential development began in 2001 by
Muir Homes. However, in 2004, a fire reduced the house to a shell (it was
gutted by fire in July 2007 as well) and restoration is not expected to be
completebefore2020Q

4. Prominent Citizenswho lived on the Estatesand their Legacies

Fyfe Park Estate
This estate had two noteworthy owners who contributed to the town
in one caseo the world.

The first family of note were the FyfeBhe Fyfes were vg much
involved with the Fyfe Parksgatein its creatiorand gave their names to
the Estate. Thehad lived there from the 173@&nd were in the business
of ropemaking or ropespinning

Robert Fyfe, who died in 185%as a frustrated inventor. Rob&avie, a

well known Port Glagow hisbrian, told the story afeeingn 1840the

first propelker driven ship, th&rchimedepass up the river on her first

tri p t o AtWdaysghereafter Fiwas out at Fyfe Park, and

speaking to old Mr Robert Fyfe,pespinner, about th&rchimedeshe

said, 61 will s h.@wheyproughtamodet abeuv st e a m:
two feet long, which he had made many years before, covered all over

with dust, and his idea of a screw propeller was one the whole length of

the boaplaced in the bottom, reaching from stem to stern. It commenced

very small at the stem, increasing in diameter until it reached midships,

when it became gradually small er agal
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He was also a very down to earth type of a fiBbecama Councillor

in Port Glasgow. Councillor Fyfe was then made a Bailie to dispense
justice to the lawbreakers of the town. He opened his first Court with
prayer, and the first case brought before him was a woman charged with
breaking the peace. The Baifined her haHa-crown, and paid it himself.
An account of the eccentricities of a Port Bailie was published in all the
newspapers. People sneered aatled the Bailie a foolish old man, but

he was considered quite a big piece of the salt of the earth.

One ofhis sonsCouncillor William Fyfe, who lived at Fyfe Park Estate,
was a prominent business man. His grandfather and father were
ropemakers at Fyfe Park. Hemselfwas a painter. He had a shop in
Dockhead then a shop in Bay Street at the foot ofddus House Lane.
He was an elder in the Pari€hurch and a sup@tendent in the Parish
school. He was six years ahcillor and then a Baillie in the town. He
reached the good age of 62 and was twieeried. He diedn 1877.

The Fyfe familywill return in these storielaterbut not in a pleasant way.

A second family lived on the Fg Park Estate and the member who is of
Il nterest was James MOolntyre, a famou:
the American Civil War.

He served his apprenticeship inrBlay Curle and Co. in Glasgow. He

was the manager of the ship department. He became best known as a as

an iron ship builder. He started business in a shipyard in the Port Glasgow

Wet Dock with Mr Kilpatrick.The Bay Yard, which is the property of the
PortGlasgow Harbour Trust, has had many tenants. In 1864 Kirkpatrick

& Mcintyre conmenced. They built several fine blockade runners during

the American Civil War. Two of them had very appropriate nainets,

Her Ripwasa sleek paddle steamair800 tonswith the following

dimensions. She was 231 foot long, 26tfeath and 12 feet deepler

engines werd80 H.P.Shewas intended for the Nassau trade. There was
alsoLetHer Run Another ship they built was thidexandriawhich was

a paddle steamer that plied the ThameXKirkpatrick & Mcintyre failed

in 1865 although the name lasted till 18&here were at the time one or

two unfinished ships on the stocks. The trustees looked about for

someone to take over the vessels and complete them, and arranged with
Messrs. William and John Hamilton to ttes. They remained in the Bay
Yard till 1873.M6 1l nt yr e became associated wit
al so was involved with Smith and MO6I |
steam yacht.
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I n June 1877 J addenyy atiiydel Park. Hewasbdbmmied s u
1827. He was at work measuring a yacht with a member of the Board of
Trade. He was unfortunattkllastPBrough t o
Grieve and Doctor Crawford were call
his house irFyfe Park. He neverrallea nd di ed. Mr MOI ntyr
the good age of fifty.

The following isa list of most of the ships he built

- GREYHOUND, 1863, Kilpatrick & Mclintyre Port Glasgow, Steamship
The ss Greyhourid fate was typical of blockadanners.

In 1864 in Nassathe last American arrival brings intelligence that 8%

Greyhound whi ch was built by Messrs Kirk
Glasgow, and engined by Messrs Caird and Co. here, had sailed from

Nassau on her maiden trip for Wilmiiog. It had been built for Robert

Little and he had sold it to Liverpool Shippers. In 1865 it had been

captured anthe SSGreyhound was sold in New York for $110,000. It

was 583 tons and captured whilst trying to run the blockade

-ARRAN CASTLE, 1864, Kipatrick & Mcintyre Port Glasgow, Paddle Steamer.
- ERIN, 1864, Kilpatrick & Mclintyre Port Glasgow, Paddle Steamer.

- ALEXANDRIA, 1865, Kilpatrick & Mclintyre Port Glasgow, Steamship.

- WILLIAM TAYLOR, 1865, Kilpatrick & McIntyre Port Glasgow, Steamship
ECLAIR, 1865, Kilpatrick & McIntyre Port Glasgow, Passenger Cargo Ship.
- LEIKA, 1865, Kilpatrick & Mclintyre Port Glasgow, Yacht

- LEVAN, 1866, Kilpatrick & MclIntyre Port Glasgow, Steamship.

- UNDINE, 1866, Kilpatrick & Mclintyre Port Glasgowassengeship.

- HOPEFUL, 1866, Kilpatrick & Mcintyre Port Glasgow, Steamship.

- JACINTH, 1866, Kilpatrick & Mclintyre Port Glasgow, Steamship.

- SALADO, 1866, Kilpatrick & Mclintyre Port Glasgow, Clipper.

- LAKE CONSTANCE, 1867, Kilpatrick & Mcintyre Port Glasgow, Barque.

In 1867 his daughter was given the honour of launching a hae was

a | aunch at Kilpatrick and MOl ntyre
barque of 500 tons and length of 125 feet. It was nameldatkes

Constancby Mi ss | sabel |l aFydedrknThigshp who | |
was the third of its design built by the ship yard.

- RIVER AVON, 1867, Kilpatrick & Mcintyre Port Glasgow, Barque.
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Nether Auchenleck

There was only one house on the estate. The estat@wnasl byvarious
landownersvertime, who enjoyed the house and quiet surrounds of the
river.

Carnegie and Carnegie Park

Owned by an absesgtlandord who leased the estate for market
gardening and dairy produce. There were three houses on the estate,
Kilburn Cottage, Carnegie and CarnegiekPar

Broadfield
One of the most famous persons to esoaiated with Port Glasgow was

GeneralSir Francis Reginald Wingate

Lord Kitchener andseneralWingate(WikemediagCommon}

GeneralSir Francis Reginald Wingate was batrBroadfield Housen
the25" June 1861, the seventh son of Andrew Wingaextle merchant
of Glasgow, and Elizabeth, daughter of Richard Turnépuddlin.
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The family had lived at Broadfield since before 1845, a period of fifteen
yearsormore and al | Si rd bietheasiwere M theres i st er s
He was in a family of twelve.

Jane his eldest sister marrigde Rev. Thomas Beaumont Walpalé St

Maryds Church, P dhistapp&lsdodbgeaovery i n 186 7.
romantic wedding.Beaumontas he was usually callesadhédped
establish St Marydés Episcopal Church
supported by the Wingate familgeaumonis wife died in 1865n Port

Glasgow Jane atthis time,had moved to Jersey in 1862 scaB@ont

had to go todrsey tovoo andmarry Jane foihis second wife and bring

her back to Port GlasgoBeaumont died in 1871 in Port Glasgow.

Two brothes (Richard and Williamand two sisteréBessie and Agnes)
moved to India and one brothi@rederick)became ada planter in
Ceylon.

Sir Franci® s fdeed ih 2862 and the family moved from Broadfield in
1862to JerseyHe became th8irdar of the Egyptian ArmySir Francis
lived till 1953. Queen Victoriavas goanother to one of his daughters.

A second family who stayed at Broadfield were the Somesnitho
were related to the Birkmyres and in partnership in the owning of the
New Lanark Mills. Theytayed at Broadfield in the 1880

No matter who stayed at Broadfield there was always agstome of fox
hunting and Broadfield was a major stop or stgrpointfor the
Renfrewshire and Lanarkshikaunt.

Woodhall
This estate was created by ThorBdesckwood in1866 and he lived there
with his family for about 21 years.

Thomas Blackwoodavas bornin 1819,the son of Walter Blackwood and
his wife Chrisina Craig.His wife, Jane, wagrom Campsie in
Stirlingshireand was 17 years his juniorekvas born in InchinnarHe

had six sons: Walter (186)Y) Thomas (1864), Jol{t868 born

Woodhall, Matthew(1871), Robert (1875) and Alexander (1874). He had
four girls Janet (1865), Christina (1866) batGlenclune Jane (1867)

and Margare(1872. Of the ten childen five were born at Woodhall.

They lived well as they had five servants.



22

Thomas was a shipbuilder anaaster ion founder, enploying 630 men

and 114 boysin 1881 in Blackwood and Gordoim 1867 Mr Gordon had
died, and the large concern was, until a few years ago, carried on under
the sole proprietary of Blackwood. He was of quiet, unassuming
disposition, and was deservedly held in the highestmsbgeall classes

of the community. He was a member of Princes Street U.P. Church, the
schemes of which were always benefited by his lueprted liberality.

His demise removes one of the oldest and most familiar names from the
list of Clyde shipbuilders.

He built many ships but his business got into trouble in the period 1885 to
1887.1t appears tat when this happendt may have had to leave the
mansion at Woodhall and move into Glen Nedukink his business

finally failed in 1891 Sometimeafter hisdeath his widow movetb

Forsyth Street in GreenocKe obviously has to get his credit the choice

of the architect of the House.

Thomas Blackwooavas well known in the town but did not appear to
join in with his two neigbours in their pursuits of fox Imiing and
shooting. He was well liked but quiet.

Broadstone
John Birkmyre built and @upied his estate in 1871. Thaniily had been
long associated with the town.

Henry Birkmyre (17621844)was the first Birkmyre to come to Port
Glasgow. Hawvorked as dandloom weaver in Kilbarchan, where in 1785
he married his first cousin Agnes Birkmyre. After their marriage, Henry
and Agnes attended Burntshields Burgher Church. The baptisms of three
of their children, Jean in 1786, John in 1788 and Agnes in, Bf81

recorded in Burntshieldsh@irch records.

In 1792 the family moved to Port Glasgow where Henry took up

employment in a sailclotmanufactory A fourth child, William, was

born in Port Glasgow in 1802. The Birkmyres prospered in Port Glasgow.

Henry soon ose to the position of foreman in Gourock Ropework Co.

and was made a partner in the firm in 1814. pdidrait, which still

exists,s was ai d to have hung in the company

Henry sent his younger son, William, to Glasgow to be trained by city
me chants. This early training paid o
footsteps, William was appointed as a manager in the rope works.
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In 1831 William married Margaret AitkefwVilliam was regarded as a

shrewd businessman and laid the foundations of tlkeefsuccess and

world-wide expansion of Gourock Ropework Co. He retired in 1860 and

died in 1862 in Ashgrove, the family home at the bottom of Clune Brae in

Port GlasgowHenry, his sa, was born in 1832. Henry had fig#lings:

Archibald Birkmyre, AgresLithgow (born Birkmyre) and threether

sibingsTwo of Wi lliambés sons, Henry (b.1
became partners in Gourock Ropework Co. A third son William (b.1838)

spent some time in India, and pursued a political career, becoming MP for

the Bugh of Ayr. A younger son, Adam (b.1848), attended to the
familyds business interests overseas
Ropework Co. became renowned wenldle as manufacturers of rope,

sail cloth and canvas.

All four brothers became extremyalvealthy and were generous

benefactors in the local community. Henry was instrumental in founding

Clune Park U.P. Church in 1878. In 1881, he diversified his interests and

bought New Lanark Mills from the then owner, Charles Walker. Under

the Birkmyre fam | vy , Gourock Ropework Co. own
Lanark Mills for the next 65 yeatsl 1946.

Gourock Ropework@Jnknowr)

John, in 1870, appointed David Bryce, a renowned architect, to build his
baronial mansion, Broadstone House on the hills aboxeGasgow.In

1905 Mr. and Mrs. John Birkmyre, of Broadstone;ided to build a
hospital, which was much needed, as the hazardous nature of shipyard
employment results in many accidents, and the advances of modern
surgery for the cure and relief of madigeased conditions were not
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available except in the large hospitals of Glasgow and Edinburgh. The
Broadstone Jubilee Hospital, iass calledreceived its namfrom the fact

that the donors had decided to establish this institution in commemoration
of the jubilee of their wedding. The hospital was opened in 1907, and the
cost of the buildings and equipment was about £35,000. The endowment
fund from gifts by the donors and maothersamounts at present to
£39,679.This, with he annual subscriptions, dxt@dthe institution to be

kept up, and every necessary adjunct to improve its efficiency provided.
The first visiting surgon was Mr. Archibald Young, lat&egius

Professor of Surgery in Glasgow University.

William, the third brother, spent time in liadand pursued a political

career, becoming MP for the Burgh of Ayr. He gifted Birkmyre Park

(later known as the Public Park) to the town of Port Glasgow. Adam

owned Shallott (now part of St. Col u
other properties in Kilmcolm. In 1897, he gifted recreation grounds, now

Birkmyre Park, to Kilmacolm village. He also had interests in Calcutta in

India and in Switzerlandvhere he died in 1906.

JohnBirkmyre wasborn in PortGlasgow on the 9th of October, 1834.
When he reaclieschool ago he was sent to Buchanan's School in the
Lodge Close in King Street, afterwards known as the Burgh School.

When a lad of between fourteen and fifteeang of ageJohn entered the
works of his fatherthe late William Birkmyre, who as Provas the

Burgh controlled imo smallmeasure the destinies of Port Glasgow. The
boys John antienryworked hard. Henry was assumed as a partner, and
so also was John while he was still under twenty years of age.

William Birkmyre taught a large Sundaglool class in the old Bouverie
Hall. WhenWilliam died in 18&, Johntook up the good work and over
forty years when at home has scarcely missed a Sunday night from his
class in the old Bouverie schamom. During that tira he has had the
pleasure to sethe families of three generations attend his class.

No day inthe whole year gavilr John asnuch pleasure as when the
past, the present, and the futamembers of his class h#éaeir annual trip
to BroadstoneA large marquewaserected orthe groundsvhere
refreshments we provded in abundance. The girls wahere with their
skipping ropesThere was a band dispensimgisic anda constant
stream of brakeand carriagemay be seen. All Bouverie turnedton
these occasions, and they wallemadewelcome.
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This wagjust the same as the yearly outimg wife used for years to give

to the children of St Johndés Church
good old Father Daniel Conway, and later in the days of Father

MéCarthy and Ri tushhad thkee childBen of Stslahn'sn u me r o
become that the good priesdund the responsibility too great to let so

many youngsters loose on the broad acres of Broadstone, and so that

happy day in the lives of the children of St John was in consequence

brought to alose.

These annual events were taken note of outside ScoNarehd Mrs
JohnBirkmyre wereon a stayn Rome they were presented to the
reigning Pope in the Vatican, and his Holingemted them his blessing
for hesaid they had beegood to his pede in PortGlasgow.

JohnBirkmyre was for many years President of the R@ldsgow branch

of the Liberal Association, andad with him a<olleagues JosedRussell
andthe RoberDuncan. On theiktorical occasion whelir Gladstone
declared for Home Rul®r Ireland JohnandRobert Duncan found it
necessary to resign their connection with the Liberal Party, and they then
both became membeo$ thenewly-homed Liberal Unionist Association.

John was a keen sportsmihat loved the sports of the gentry sashFox
hunting and Booting especially.

There isadark side to the Gourock Ropeworks and that was the
associatiorof one of thec 0 mp apannéswith money earned from
slavery.This was Colin Campbethentioned irthe share analysis earlier.
His fathe, Colin MurdochCampbell, long the worthy head of the house
of Campbell had been boim 1782and diedn 1863.Colin Senior also
wasa partner in the Gourock Ropeworklis wife was painted by Henry
Raeburn

Janet Millar, Mrs Colin Campbell of Colgrain



