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Photo of Rev. WW Beveridge in 1912 

This survey was set up to give some background to the many photos that 

are found in a suitcase that contains photos and memorabilia of the 1st 

Port Glasgow Scout and Rover Crew. I try here to expand on and explain 

some incidents to allow a better knowledge of what there is to 

understand. 

 

1. Beveridge’s Family 

The following sections in this survey of Rev.William Wightman 

Beveridge are full of his major achievements and indications of what an 

outstanding individual he was. In this first section, however, I would like 

to give prominence to how successful he and his wife were as parents. 

This should not be lost in the attention focused on his other lifelong 

achievements. So let me list some of what his children achieved showing 

the kind of parent Beveridge and his wife must have been. 

 

Beveridge himself came from a strong family. We hear of his elder 

brother, John, in 1922. He became a missionary on the Gold Coast. John 

Beveridge had an MBE and he spoke Esperanto and taught it. His family 

also went into missions. 

W.W. Beveridge married a rich lady in the town of Port Glasgow. Her 

name was Christina Blackwood. She was the daughter of the shipbuilder, 

Thomas Blackwood, who for many years ran the yard that became 

Ferguson’s. The Blackwoods were members of the Princes Street 

congregation. Christina was born in Port Glasgow and lived at the 

Woodhall Mansion while growing up. She was respected in the town for 

her total commitment to her husband and family.  

 

Woodhall Mansion 
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Woodhall Estate was twenty acres or so next to the Broadfield and 

Broadstone Estates, on the east side of Port Glasgow.  

The couple had four children. Elsa, who became a published musician; 

Tom, who became a distinguished Scout and soldier; Willie, who became 

a missionary; and the youngest, Roy. 

Christina died unexpectedly in 1914. Rev. Beveridge eventually 

remarried. 

In 1920 his second wife was introduced to his congregation at a Guide 

sale that achieved £400 in one day. His second wife was a daughter of 

Thomas Thompson, a Justice of the Peace of Barrhead.  

 

Like a lot of Port Glasgow families Rev. Beveridge and his family spent 

their holidays “Doon the Watter” at Lamlash in Arran. 

 

Holy Isle Lamlash 

How did the children do in life? First the eldest, Tom Beveridge. He was 

the first Sports Champion of Greenock Academy from Port Glasgow, in 

1913. He lived in Lilybank at the time. Tom was an original 1st Port 

Glasgow Scout and achieved all possible Scout awards. He won the top 

prize in Britain in the great Imperial Birmingham Scouting Exhibition in 

1913 as an Interpreter. This was against the elite of other British Scouts. 
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He was given the rank of officer when war was declared in 1914, partly 

because of his skills as a signaller from the Scouts, and was eventually a 

captain. 

 

Elsa Beveridge was gifted musically. In 1914 she composed a waltz 

called Primrose, which was published. She donated the proceeds of this 

to the Belgian Relief Fund. 

 

In 1923 Miss Elsa Beveridge was taking pupils for voice production and 

solo singing, using the Italian Method. In 1927 she gained the diploma of 

an Associate of the Royal College of Music. 

 

William Morris Beveridge, the second son, joined the Scouts in 1909 and 

was in the troop for nineteen years till 1928. 

 

 
 

On March 1917 he won a National Silver Medal for an essay he wrote 

about the War, in relation to its treatment to animals. He got a set of 

books as his prize.  

 

In 1924, when he was living at Elmsworth in Port Glasgow, he graduated 

MA with honours from Glasgow University.  

 

Rev. Beveridge’s wider family were also great givers to the community. 

In 1923 his niece gave a talk to the Princes Street Church about her 

missionary work in Calabar, the country most associated with Mary 

Slessor. 
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This may have influenced William, her cousin. In 1928 Rev. William M. 

Beveridge was accepted for the foreign mission field. He now went to the 

educational college in the Gold Coast to his Uncle John. 

 

Another mention of William M Beveridge is in June 1955 from the 

Aberdeen newspapers, where he is mentioned as a missionary of the 

Church of the Gold Coast in the Evangelical Presbyterian Church in 

Togo. 

 

1941 Mr Roy Beveridge appears as a son of WW Beveridge, when he 

was a pallbearer at his father’s funeral.  Little is known about him yet. 

 

2. Beveridge’s Birth and Boyhood 
Now to turn specifically to the Rev.William Wightman Beveridge. He 

was born in 1858, a native of Cumnock in Ayrshire (according to the 

Census of 1891). His father was a prominent solicitor in Ayr, and an Ayr 

Town Councillor.  

William was a precocious boy. A friend remembers him as a small boy, 

standing up and presenting the Presidential Address at the Band of Hope 

in Ayr. Another friend remembered him as an early sprinter. He would 

compete against boys’ who were at least a head taller than him. They 

would be dressed in proper sprinters’ gear ready for the race. He would 

join in by taking off his jacket and cap, and on a muddy course he would 

come first.      

3. Beveridge’s Education 
William was educated at Ayr Academy, then at Glasgow University and 

then, deciding to go into the ministry, he was educated at the UP 

Theological College in Edinburgh.  

 

4. Beveridge’s Prowess 
Beveridge had a fine physique. He had strength and ability to run. He was 

an athlete of the first magnitude. He ran in sports as he grew up and 

became captain of the Glasgow University football team at the age of 21. 

At this early stage in the growth of football he played against Queens 

Park in front of 5000 spectators.  

He was noticed quickly. He played many times for Scotland in 

Internationals and other games.  He played against England and Wales in 

Internationals and various “friendlies” against Blackburn Rovers, 

Newcastle and Cambridge University. He was a very fast forward. When 
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he played for Scotland he was described as the fastest forward that ever 

“toed a ball”.  

In 1878 he was only 20 and had just become captain of the Glasgow 

University team and so, unfortunately, did not play for Scotland in 1878. 

That year Scotland beat England 7-2, and they beat Wales 9-0.   

 
 

Beveridge was involved in two years of international level games, in 

1879 and 1880. In 1879 (aged about 21) Beveridge was picked to play for 

Scotland. The way international teams were picked was through trial 

matches. There were two teams, the Probables and the Improbables and 

after the game decisions were made as to who would be in the Final 

team.  

 

Beveridge played in the Welsh game, which the Scots won 3-0, and the 

England game, which they lost 5-4.  

 

In the year 1880 the Scots reversed their loss from the previous year and 

beat England 5-4, but Beveridge did not play. He did play against the 

Welsh later that year when they won 5-1; and he scored 2 goals.  
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To give a feel of how new this football game was: the Wales goal was the 

first ever scored by Wales in their games, and they had been playing each 

other since before 1876. Also this was a big occasion and the games had 

their small polite dignities with the Welsh and Scots dining together after 

the match. 

 

Beveridge did not play for Scotland again. For the next three years he 

shunned football and concentrated on athletics. Why he did this may be 

explained many years later. 

 

He loved the sport of running because he could rely only on himself. He 

had run all his life with success. He had travelled round many sports 

events in Ayrshire and Scotland as a teenager, particularly places in 

Ayrshire, always with success.  

He was a sprinter. From 1880 to 1883 he was champion of Scotland for 

100 yards and for 440 yards and all in-between distances. In those three 

years he had 107 first prizes. He won the prestigious Athlone sports 

trophy for three years in a row, and so, outright. He covered the 100 yards 

in 10 seconds and the 440 yards in 50 seconds. He and his brother John 

even won adult two legged races.  

 

He also had a great love of golf. He was a founding member of the Port 

Glasgow Golf Club in 1895. He won all the honours the club offered. 

This prowess did not leave him as he got older. At eighty years of age he 

could go round a good golf course in the number of strokes that matched 

his age.  

5. Beveridge’s Sporting Views that caused controversy 
In 1895 Beveridge wrote a pamphlet dealing with “Manliness in Play.” 

This was a talk for football players and athletes about how they should 

approach the sports and conduct themselves. Several thousands of the 

pamphlets were printed and distributed by The Scottish Football 

Association for their players. Rev. Beveridge made a speech about his 

paper at an occasion for the Scottish Football Association. The point of 

the pamphlet was that an athlete or footballer should have a sound, fair 

mind in a healthy body.  
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Other public speakers proclaimed these ideas in their attitudes to sport. 

There was an article on Victorian and Edwardian attitudes on health and 

moral purity by Nigel Townson that outlines the underlying principles 

that were prevalent at the time.  

 

He states: 

1. that the Victorians and Edwardians moved their thoughts to health 

and moral purity to combat a perceived weakness caused by the 

effect of immoral society on young men. With this health and 

moral purity they could be turned into leaders. This was thought to 

be done, in part, by a growing use of fresh air and exercise; 

 

2. that our young men should be returned to the high moral standards 

of the Puritan age in the Victorian era, and apply these standards to 

their sport. 

 

Why was there such a need for guiding the young men to leadership? In 

Edwardian times there was a real awareness of the danger of War from 

several directions and it was felt our young men were not prepared for 

this. Some dangers were that the French were not always stable; the 

Germans were a growing threat; the Russians numerically were 

intimidating, and the Americans were growing stronger, so Britain had to 

produce better leaders. The training for this was meant to happen, in part, 

through exercise and sport. 

 

One idea or notion that the Rev. Beveridge favoured was a Christian 

view. This was called Muscular Christianity, characterized by a belief in 

patriotic duty, discipline, self-sacrifice, masculinity, and the moral and 

physical beauty of athleticism. 

It proclaimed that exercise was character building and promoted 

manliness in men. In general, control of temper, desire and affection was 

recommended. The idea was to play up and play the game. Play your 

best, but play by the rules. Pluck and fair play in combination was the 

feature of a man on the sports field and in life. Winning was not the goal. 

Compete with honour and team spirit. This was ingrained in Victorian 

and Edwardian middle-class culture by some of the churches. 

 

Rev. Beveridge had similar strong views on how the game should be 

played. He however went further and tied his Temperance views to his 

own experiences.  One of these was the English International he played in 

and lost in 1879. He shocked many people by stating in public in 1898 at 
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a lecture that the game was lost in 1879 because of drink taken by one or 

more individuals in the Scottish team. 

 

The report of the Talk (printed in the Daily Record) follows: 

 

Monday October 31st 1898.  Drink and football 

 

“A minister explains why Scotland lost the last International with 

England. 

Last night the Rev. WW Beveridge of Port Glasgow delivered a 

lecture under the auspices of the Glasgow Abstainers Union on religion 

and Athletics, in the St Andrews Hall Glasgow.  

     In the course of his remarks that Reverend gentleman said that 

enthusiasm for athletics was one of the great characteristics of the day. 

This enthusiasm was a cause of deep concern to many people who 

claimed the pursuit of all athletic pastimes is associated with the worst 

debauches. All games and pastimes are anti-Christian and sinful to say 

the least. 

      This he maintained was to be under a delusion. Athleticism makes for 

temperance. Success in athletics involved abstinence. Great football 

matches had been lost because players had violated the first principles of 

athletic training which requires the avoidance of alcoholic liquor. 

     Why did Scotland lose and suffer such an ignominious defeat in the 

last association international against England. Was it because the 

England team was a little better than the Scotch and cause it to defeat 

Scotland upon its merits?  

“By no means!” he stated 

The real cause has been whispered in secret and it might just as well be 

proclaimed on this platform from the rooftops. Scotland lost the match 

because of drink.” 

 

In the 1898 talk Beveridge in his discussion of drink and football had 

picked out one individual player in particular at the England International 

as a taker of drink. 

 

There was immediate criticism of Beveridge in a letter to the Daily 

Record dated 8th November 1898. 

 

The writer says: 

“I have read with interest the letters which have appeared in this 

newspaper regarding the lecture by Rev. W.W. Beveridge in the St 

Andrew’s Hall on drink and football. I respect Rev. Beveridge giving a 

lecture on Athletics generally but I think he should have left the last 
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international match alone unless he is prepared to substantiate what he 

said regarding the individual referred to in 1879 on Kensington Oval.  

Mr Beveridge was, in my opinion, one of the chief causes of the team's 

failure and he had no drink.  Scotland lost the match not through drink 

but solely through the weakness of some of its team. It is a mystery still 

unsolved why Beveridge was admitted into the Scottish team. I suppose it 

was for his speed. He did not play well. It is still a great mystery to me 

why he was put in over the heads of Peter Campbell of the Rangers and 

many other notable players.”  

This was signed Fair Play, Dumbarton. 

 

It is worth noting here that Rev. Beveridge was thought good enough to 

be picked again for Scotland, and scored two goals against Wales in 

1880. 

 

A second letter of protest, Wednesday 2nd November 1898: 

 

To the editor of The Daily Record, 

“Please allow me to express my sentiments regarding The Reverend 

Beveridge’s remarks at St Andrew’s Hall on the above subject. I will do 

so just in one sentence by saying that the Rev gentleman is quite in 

opposition of the truth by alleging that Scotland lost this International 

through drink. It was obvious and confirmed by everyone present that 

England’s standard of play that was far above Scotland’s. One almost 

wishes to hide his nationality when the Scottish clergy are beginning to 

draw a conclusion in international contests by passing judgement on 

things they know nothing about and it is another example of the claptrap 

these gentlemen too often indulging for the sake of their own peculiar 

extreme aims or need for  popularity” 

 

HB 

 

An Englishman (an Edgebastonian) protested against what Beveridge had 

said about the English international team. He said: “When will Scotsmen 

learn to behave with a little courtesy to their neighbours and show a little 

less of the Barbarian?” 

 

There were those in support, of course.  

 

Friday 4th November 1898 

To the editor of The Daily Record. 

“It is not surprising that the address of the Rev Mr Beveridge should be 

called forth by a protest from a certain class of football supporters of 
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which HB is evidently a member. It might interest your correspondence to 

know that the Reverend gentleman is very qualified if not more so to 

speak on the above subject as having been at one time a prominent 

athlete, holding several records for sprinting and jumping etc. The better 

informed followers of football know only too well that drink is too often 

the cause of the downfall of many of our teams.  It is not likely that 

Scotland will lose much should HB fall out his intention of hiding his 

nationality.”  

 

MCP, Greenock  

 

6. Beveridge’s Ministry  
WW Beveridge became a committed member of the Church of Scotland 

in 1879.  At that time he was a champion athlete and international 

football player. He found his vocation to be a minister, and was formally 

commissioned  by the army at 20 years of age.  He then came to Princes 

Street Church in his first and only posting after graduating in 1883 and 

was put completely in charge in 1896. 
 

Princes Street Church had a very long history. 

 

A religious Meeting House was built in Port Glasgow in the year 1791 

and first services were given for 1st of September 1791. The first minister 

of the congregation was Rev. Andrew Lothian, who was ordained in 1793 

and transferred to Edinburgh in 1796. 

  

On the 27th of May 1800 the second minister of the congregation was 

called, namely Rev. David Inglis. This selection proved to be a happy one 

and the name of Inglis will long remain esteemed and revered for the sake 

of the pastor’s conspicuous worth and integrity. 

  

In 1842 Rev. William Lauder had been appointed colleague and 

successor to Mr Inglis and on Mr Inglis’ death he took charge as minister 

of the congregation. He still was a young man and possessed of very 

methodical habits, splendidly organised, and showed the qualities he 

adopted which Mr Inglis had also followed. 

 

Rev. William Lauder was minister at Princes Street from 1842 to 1883.  

Lauder’s grandfather was David Inglis, who was the minister from 1800 

to 1840. 
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It was decided to have the original building structure replaced by a new 

church. Mr Lauder laid the foundation stone in midsummer 1865, and the 

church was open for worship that year. 

 

On 28th January 1883 Rev. WW Beveridge stood in the pulpit at Port 

Glasgow for the first time. From the outset his style was forceful and 

effective. 

A good example of how vigorous the church became was that in 1895/96 

there was a series of sales of work. One of them took in over £630 on a 

single day. This was attended by the dignitaries of the town, for example 

Joseph Russell, the shipbuilder, who was just about to donate the Public 

Baths to the town.  

Beveridge was able to get very high responses from his parishioners. 

Several sales of work generated up to £600 for a weekend in the late 

1800s. These were opened by people like Mr Russell, the ship owner, and 

frequently the net profits were close to £600. Mind you, Beveridge 

prepared his parishioners well. For example a sermon that he had given a 

few months before about an upcoming sale of work was on the theme that 

“all the women that were wise hearted that spin with their hands and 

brought that which they had spun both of blue and of purple and the 

scarlet and of fine linen.” He knew how to win over his parishioners and 

he got a great response. 

Beveridge was a vigorous proponent of Sabbath schools and had three, all 

flourishing, in the Princes Street Church. 

In 1909 the Church had gained an increase in membership of 75% from 

Mr Beveridge taking over. An example of added parishioners was in 1909 

when there was formal announcement about the Boy Scouts and how they 

would become part of the church. 

 

From 1914 Beveridge was involved in the community as a magistrate. 

In 1921 Beveridge bought a house of Glen Avenue called Elmsworth. It 

was a big house for events. In 1922 there was a garden fete at Elmsworth 

with an orchestra, tennis, clock games, hoopla, and shooting for fun. 

In 1926/7 Rev. Beveridge officially retired and moved to Ashton in 

Gourock, next to the Gourock Golf course. 

 

He was not done with being involved with the churches even though he 

had retired. In 1929 there was a service to celebrate the uniting of the 
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main Scottish Protestant churches again. The break-up was caused in 

1737 by Parliament demanding an Act to be read in churches. Many 

people became “Seceders”. In 1921 the Church of Scotland was declared 

free of this requirement of government interference and the churches 

could reunite. In 1929 William Beveridge was honoured by being made 

the moderator of the United Assembly.  

 

Till his death he continued being active in the town as a fall-back 

preacher. 

 

7. Beveridge’s Military Service 
Rev. Beveridge found his vocation for the ministry in the military when 

gazetted (appointed) in the year 1889 at the age of 21. He was the 

gazetted chaplain to the 1st Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders from 

April 1890.  
 

He took an interest in the Territorial Army, in particular the rifle 

volunteers. In 1895 the Princes Street Church became the place of 

worship of the troops. The local volunteers were very smartly dressed in 

scarlet uniforms. One of Beveridge’s statements to them was that every 

volunteer should be a defender of his country, but it was one thing to be a 

good shot and quite another to be a brave man. 

 

Beveridge was a chaplain to the 5th Battalion of the Argyll and 

Sutherland Highlanders and the senior chaplain of the Black Watch 

Brigade. He ranked as a colonel and received a decoration at King 

George V’s coronation in 1911. He was expected to minister to the Clyde 

Coast defences when war came. 

 

From 1914 he had considerable service in France at a senior chaplain 

level, to the 27th Division as a full colonel. There were 32 Scottish 

territorial chaplains in the war. 

 

He was in action at the second Battle of Ypres in 1916, at Armentières, 

and on the Somme in 1916, where his horse was killed under him. 

 

In 1920 he was demobilised. He received a mention in dispatches and 

was awarded the 1914 /15 Medal, the bronze Victory Medal and Allied 

Medal. He had completed 35 years with the Argyll and Sutherland 

Highlanders.  

His strong views were applied to his army career. He was a man with 

strong athletic and social instructor attitudes. He was also a man with 
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temperance views. He was described, and described himself as “a 

muscular Christian”. He was present at all military camps and presided 

over all their sports events. At each camp he ran the Temperance Tent 

and at this he was very successful. Places like the Largs Camp were set 

up with tables for games and for reading and for writing home. Over 5000 

letters were posted from the Largs Camp. It was said that no chaplain has 

ever had such a hold on the Regiment.  

His Military experience spilled over to his Scout work as the 1st Port 

Glasgow Scouts began to use Kilchattan Bay as a camp site. That was 

where the 5th Argyll, with 950 men and 30 officers, camped one year 

with Rev. Beveridge earlier in the century before there were any Scouts. 

8. Beveridge’s Youth Work     
Beveridge was a great promoter of youth work. In 1894 Glasgow’s 

Auxiliary Committee of Bible Study had Beveridge as a member of the 

committee for youth. 

 

The Princes Street Church kept adding Youth organisations. In 1894 there 

was a group called the “Band of Hope” which Beveridge promoted. Also 

there was a young men’s and women’s Guild started up in Princes Street 

Church. 

 

In 1895 they held an annual soiree of the three Sabbath schools of the 

Princes Street Church. In 1895 there was also the Scotch Girls Friendly 

Society and Rev. Beveridge preached to it. 

 

His organisations were very popular. In 1895 it was stated that the most 

dynamic local guild was the Princes Street Church Guild, It had between 

100-250 members. An outsider thought that the group was not rule 

bound. There were discussions but no debates or lectures. These were 

local young men and women who were relaxed with each other. The hall 

was considered a kind of drawing room. The meetings were largely social 

in nature and were held at intervals, but not too frequently. The preferred 

aims of the Guild were to foster interest in the various parts of the church 

and to introduce young men and women who come as strangers to the 

church. It was the style in which Beveridge ran the Guild that impressed 

people.  

 

Then there came the Scouts and their coming to Port Glasgow. 

Surprisingly, Princes Street Church was not the leader in their adoption in 

the town. The Scout Movement was the brainchild of Lord Baden Powell 
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in London. The movement and its shaping may have come from his 

experiences in the Boer War, or the Anglo-Boer War. 

 

It was realised by Lord Powell and others from the performance of our 

troops that the working class enlisted man was physically unfit for the 

rigors of war and was outfought and out-thought by his Boer counterpart 

who were hardened in the South African heat and harshness. The officers, 

it was accepted could all ride and shoot well, but many had no tactical 

awareness or leadership qualities, because all they were taught was the 

tactics of the rugby field, which were totally inadequate.  

 

Baden Powell wanted young men to learn to 

be self sufficient and self reliant in a way that 

the more regimented youth groups like the 

Boys’ Brigade were not doing in his eyes. 

 

In brief, the philosophy of the Scouts is that it 

is a school for developing the qualities of 

manliness, industry, unselfishness and the 

many points that go to make up good citizens 

and a good life. 

 

1909 was a very active year for the Scouts in 

Port Glasgow, but not for Princes Street 

Church. In Port Glasgow the first take-up of a Scout group was as part of 

the 2nd Boys’ Brigade in 1909. On the 7th of May 1909 the 2nd Brigade of 

Boys’ Brigade of Port Glasgow held its final presentation at the end of its 

year. A feature of the evening was the march round of the Baden-Powell 

Boy Scouts that had a connection with the company. There were thirty of 

them and they did some figure marching and ended with their rousing 

rally cry. 

 

Another newspaper report stated that on Wednesday the 2nd of June 1909 

the 2nd Boys’ Brigade were saying that a special meeting of the troop of 

Scouts in connection with the company will be held on the night of 

Wednesday in the BB Institute at 7:30.  

 

Baden Powell was moving swiftly nationally to get the country’s 

attention for his Scouts. On Wednesday 14th July 1909 there was the 

planned presence of some 3000 Boy Scouts and their “picturesque” 

costumes at the Golden West Exhibition in London on Saturday 

afternoon. The uniforms were supposed to give a distinctive Western 

touch. 

Lord Baden Powell 
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On the 3rd September 1909 again the 2nd BB was continuing their 

guardianship role of Baden Powell Scouts.  The Scouts of the 2nd BB 

Company had not been idle during the summer. A special Home Day 

outing was being arranged for the holiday of Saturday 11th September. 

Details of destination and route were to be arranged at the weekly outing 

the next afternoon when it was hoped there would be a good turnout.  

 

On Friday 24th September 1909, there was a newspaper report showing 

the interest in both Boys Scouts and Girl Scouts: “There was a great 

commotion in the Port. The folks were running in all directions to see 

what was up, for they nearly all thought it was a fight. When they did 

arrive they could scarcely see anything much out of place, only the first 

contingent of the Girl Scouts in the Port. That this movement is sure to go 

on and prosper is certain for Miss Muir has taken the matter in hand and 

Baden Powell himself is planning a visit to the Old Port some time by and 

by.”  

 

As yet the Boys’ Brigade had a grip on the new Scouts. On Friday 24th 

September 1909 there was a course in ambulance training in what 

promised to be a most successful class for instruction in the principles of 

first aid. It was inaugurated in the Boys’ Brigade Institute on Tuesday 

evening and was under the combined auspices of the Boys’ Brigade, Boy 

Scouts, Clune Park Princes Street Church Girls’ Guildry and the Clyde 

Yard ambulance team. 

 

Eventually Princes Street Church and Rev. Beveridge assessed all the 

potentials of this new movement and decided that the Scout movement 

was right for their church. It was in late September 1909 that Rev. 

Beveridge was given authority to incorporate a Scout troop into Princes 

Street Church's organisations. This was called the 1st Port Glasgow and 

2nd Renfrewshire Scout Troop. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo of a modern Scout beret, 

owned by Willie Welsh 
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The whole thing took off very strongly. Within a year or so, on the 22nd 

September 1911, a Princes Street Scouts sports day was held at Clune 

Park football ground. Hundreds came out to watch the fifty-strong troop.  

 

The officers of the Scouts were WW Beveridge, Scout Master; Dr 

Wallace, Assistant Scoutmaster; Mr WS Cochrane and Mr D Allen Jr. 

instructors. Patrol Leaders were Tom Beveridge and Robert Muir. The 

inspecting officer of the day was none other than Sir Hugh Shaw Stewart. 

 

We have records of some of the very first Scouts - J Hill, Tom Beveridge, 

Hunter Allen, and J Gilmour. In the tug-of-war team there were: Tom 

Beveridge, H Allen, R Muir, C Curry, G Whitehead, G Williams, W 

Elliott, A Gordon, and F Pearson.  

 

The national movement grew stronger and stronger. In 1911 Baden-

Powell called the Boy Scouts “the Apostles of Peace”.  

 

In Port Glasgow in the early days the Scouts used to meet at the top of 

Balfour Street or on Saturday afternoons the boys would go to the 

Woodhall Estate (the family home of Mrs Beveridge) or the uplands of 

Devol for practical scouting.  There was one patrol at this time. After a 

time a Langbank Group joined the 1st Port Glasgow and there were four 

patrols: Peewits, Wolves, Wood Pigeons and Tigers.  

 

In 1911 Baden Powell came to Greenock to review the Boy Scouts of 

Greenock District. Port Glasgow was represented by the 1st Port Glasgow 

Scouts connected with Princes Street. The boys were to receive numerous 

badges for signalling, stalking, cooking, electricity, first aid work and 

ambulance. The Port Glasgow boys also gave an exhibition of ambulance 

work. 

 

More local exhibitions followed. On the afternoon of 26th June 1912 the 

1st Port Glasgow troop of Boy Scouts, who had been in existence for 

nearly 3 years, gave their first public display of 1912. They had proved 

themselves to be the crack troop of the Greenock District, and high 

expectations were entertained by the spectators who flocked to Clune 

Park on Saturday afternoon. These expectations were more than realised. 

A finer afternoon of sports had rarely been witnessed in Port Glasgow, 

and the ladies and gentlemen who filled the grandstand gave frequent 

expression to their delight in loud applause. The troop was drawn up in 

five patrols: the Peewit Patrol, the Wolves Patrol, the Wood Pigeons 

Patrol, and the Tiger Patrol, plus an unattached Patrol. Each Patrol 
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consisted of nine Scouts and had its own colours. The display was under 

the auspices of WW Beveridge, supported by Mr Duncan Allan Jr, the 

assistant Scoutmaster, with Mr JC Kevin and Mr T McDonald. Chief on 

the day was again Sir Hugh Shaw Stewart, and Mr Hugh Morris was 

clerk of the course.  

 

On 25th September 1912 the Shannon Challenge Cup was competed for.  

The 1st PG Scouts were involved in the tug-of-war competition and won. 

In the team there were patrol leaders Beveridge and Muir, and Scouts 

Curry, Woodlands, Hill, Gordon, Williams, and Elliot. Overall they won 

the Challenge Cup and did so for the next eight years. 

 

The 1st PG Scouts became even more competitive. In 1912 the 1st Port 

Glasgow got all the Scottish Scouts honours by winning the Benmore 

Challenge Cup and the Shannon Challenge Cup. The Marquis of Bath 

was present, as was Sir Hugh Shaw Stewart. 

 

In 1913 Beveridge got his troop to march out to Woodhall so that they 

could meet Baden Powell who got off the train at Woodhall whilst 

passing through. They paraded in front of him, and he presented badges. 

 

Also in 1913 they won the new award of the Renfrewshire Flag. They 

asked not to compete in the Ambulance Trophy because they won that so 

many times. The Renfrewshire Flag competition was at Ferguslie Park in 

Paisley. 

 

 
 

In 1913 Troop colours were presented to the 1st Port Glasgow Boy 

Scouts by John Birkmyre, the industrialist, whose family owned the 

Gourock Rope works, at Springbank House. 
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The Birmingham Exhibition 

There was a really big event for scouting in 1913. Sir Robert Baden-

Powell explained to an audience of pressmen at Covent Garden Hotel in 

London the objects and aims of the Imperial Scout Exhibition and Rally 

he was holding at Birmingham from July 2nd to July 8th. It evidently was 

to be a big affair, and the Chief outlined why to his audience. Practically 

every European country would be represented There would be 6000 

Scouts over the four days. Birmingham would be converted into a huge 

camp, for the lads were to bivouac in gardens, summerhouses, coach 

houses, and haylofts in and around the City. Prince Arthur and Princess 

Alexandra of Teck were to open an exhibition of Scout crafts and skills in 

Bingley Hall. Prince Arthur of Connaught was to review several 

thousands Scouts in Perry Hall Park. 

 

The Imperial Scout Exhibition of Birmingham in 1913 was set up to show 

who the Scouts where and what they did. 

  

As a forerunner to the Exhibition, details of the prizes on offer were 

described on Saturday 8th March 1913. These Boy Scouts prizes were to 

be given in connection with the Imperial Scout Exhibition to be opened in 

Bingley Hall, Birmingham on 2nd July. These were such as would help 

the Boys in their future careers. One prize was a two year scholarship for 

Birmingham University; another was a three year apprenticeship with a 

famous firm of silversmiths; and a three year course of wireless 

telegraphy instruction awaited the winner of the signalling badge. A 

steamship owner offered a four year apprenticeship to the best performing 

Sea Scout with £40 pocket money, a cash bonus on securing a mate’s 

certificate and a free outfit. Other scholarships figure in the list of prizes 

open to competition for 200 000 Scouts. 

 

There was a contingent from the Princes Street Scouts picked for the 

Imperial Exhibition. The 1st PG Scouts who had been highly successful in 

Scotland sent representatives to the Great Imperial Scouting Rally and 

Exhibition which was going on at Birmingham on Wednesday 2nd July.  

 

At the Imperial Exhibition in July1913 in Birmingham there were official 

individual prizes and six diplomas given for each competition. For the 

ambulance competitions the number of awards was greater because there 

were many in the competitions and these competitors came from all parts 

of the Globe.    

 

The Port Glasgow Boys were outstanding and led Scotland’s efforts. 

All the 1st Port Glasgow Troop prizes were the following: 
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In the competition for Interpreter, the first prize in the whole competition 

was for Thomas B Beveridge who received the First Class Diploma. 

Next a third prize in Aviation for exhibits of model aeroplanes and hydro 

aeroplanes by John Worledge who received the first class diploma. 

  

Then there is an engineering success with a sixth prize that was won by 

Charles Curry, who also received a first class diploma; and a seventh 

prize to Rover Muir who received a diploma. In the ambulance 

competition there was a tenth prize and a first class diploma awarded to 

Andrew Gordon in the ambulance competition. For squad competitions 

for which the competitors are very great, 17th place was taken by the 

First Port Glasgow troop for which they received a diploma. The 

members of the ambulance squad were A. Gordon C. Curry J.H Alan, J 

Hill, and V Hill. 

 

Princes Street was the Scottish Scout champions and were requested to 

attend the Birmingham Exhibition and asked to give a display in the 

Bingley Hall at the Exhibition and another at Perry Hall Park where 

Prince Arthur of Connaught was present and 10 000 performers were on 

Parade. The Scouts were in camp at Pennyhill Park during the week of 

the exhibition  

 

So lots of major prizes in 1913. The 1st Port Glasgow won at exhibitions 

and had prizes at the Imperial Exhibition. They won the Benmore Shield, 

the highest prize in Scotland, the Shannon District Cup, and the 

Renfrewshire Flag, all in the one year. 

 

In 1914 the Scouts earned 152 proficiency badges, 12 all round gold 

cords, seven Kings Scouts badges and prizes. Also during the war from 

1914 onward the Boy Scouts would hand out Lord Kitchener's appeal for 

100 000 men between 18 and 30. The Boys split up the burgh into four 

districts and canvassed it all. 

 

In August 1914 when war was declared five Scouts volunteered from the 

1st Port Glasgow Scouts for the Army. They were accepted by the 

company of the fifth Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders. The officer they 

were to be reporting to was Lieutenant Thomas Beveridge, their Scout 

patrol leader. They were all expert signallers and were readily accepted.  

 

In 1918 for the war effort the Scouts went out and picked brambles for 

the local people's use due to food shortages.  
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Of the Scouts in the town 50 of them were serving in the War including 

the scoutmaster, assistant scoutmasters, and instructors, and some holding 

commissions as officers. They were mentioned in dispatches and some 

gained the Military Cross. Five died 

 

After the War, in 1919, war badges were given to Scouts who had given 

300 days with 2 hours a day as service in doing war work. 

 

In 1919 also a new bridge was put in as the old one at the Glen needed 

repair. It was done by the 1st Glasgow Scouts at Glenburn behind 

Glenpark.  

 

So the Scouts tried to pick things up again, waiting for a time till their 

instructors came back from the War. They did not however relinquish any 

titles. The 1st PG was the top troop. The Scouts won the Benmore Shield 

all the way through from 1911 to 1921. After winning for the tenth time 

they withdrew from the competition. 

 

 
 

In 1922 the Boy Scouts believed in looking well ahead. The Company 

belonging to Princes Street U.F. Church decided upon the place for the 

annual camp during the Fair holidays. 1st Port Glasgow was to go under 

canvas at Kilchattan Bay while the new Rover Patrol (just formed in 

1922) was to go to Drymen. Camp life is a real joy to the average person, 

and if the weather is favourable the joy is all the greater. 

 

In 1923 ASM Beveridge and Sharp went with the trip to Kilchattan Bay 

with the Scouts and ASM McKechnie took the Rovers off to Drymen. 

 

In 1925 the Scouts occupied ground adjoining the Devol Glen Burn. The 

Scouts were given material to erect a fence along the pathway. They 

asked the Council to erect the fence, which they did. 
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 In 1925 the first Gold Cord in the county to a Guide went to the 1st PG 

Guides. Miss Betty McLatchie, who had 24 efficiency badges, earned this 

prize.  

 

Auchengillan camp opened as a Scout camp in 1926. Auchengillan is 

near Mugdock Country Park, which is near the villages of Carbeth and 

Strathblane. 

 

Auchengillan is the camp of the Glasgow Boy Scouts. It is the largest and 

best camp in the country. It was opened on Saturday 10th July 1926 by 

the Chief Scout, Sir Robert Baden-Powell. The campsite, on the 

Bearsden-Drymen Road, was 135 acres and entered from Stockiemuir.  

 

 
 

Drymen was a favourite campsite of the 1st PG Rovers. They camped at 

Drymen from Friday 29th June 1923 to Monday 9th July in 1923. The 

weather was clear for camping. 
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In 1929 Beveridge frequently gave lectures or presentations on a Sunday 

night to the young people in his Church. They were always well attended. 

 

Here are a few of them. He called them “addresses”: 

 

• The Carpenter 

• The Kingdom of Youth 

• Golden Lads 

• A Bride’s Influence 

• The Successful Young Man 

• The Winsome Young Woman 

• The Mill Girl (This was very popular.) 

• The Aspiration of Young Hearts 

• The Football Field 

• The Man to Seek 

 

On Friday 17th October 1930 the first PG Rovers crew took part in the 

Rover Moot held at Auchengillan in which Rovers from all over the 

country were present and which was attended by the Chief Scout.  

 

Kandersteg 

The International Moot at Kandersteg 

opened up in 1931. 

 

This was the largest event that the 

Scouts had attempted so far in their 

history. Baden-Powell had made a 

speech in 1920/1 calling for an 

international Scout centre and by 

1923 Kandersteg was the chosen site.  

 

A chalet in Kandersteg was found in 1921 by the Swiss after Baden 

Powell’s speech. It was acquired and developed. It was visited in 1930 by 

Baden-Powell for his approval. It was 4000 feet in altitude, high in the 

Swiss Alps and to his liking. It was decided that a World Wide Rover 

Moot could be held here in 1931.  

 

Costs were worked out so that it would not be too expensive for 

individual Rovers. The cost of each Rover Scout taking part in the Moot 

was £4/2/- (£4.10p) for the return fare to Kandersteg and food on the 

journey, with a small extra charge where the individual was over 21 years 
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of age.  In addition there were charges of £1/15/3 (£1.76p) and for food 

throughout the stay, 9/9 (49p) for excursions and 4/- (20p) for incidentals, 

including insurance.  All Rover Scouts taking part were insured against 

accidents. 

 

23 nations took part in the camp. There were 13 parts of the British 

Empire attending as well. Countries involved were Germany, France, 

India, Senegal, Japan, Arab countries, Scandinavia, Belgium, and 

Hungary and Italy, Palestine, Rhodesia and Australia. 

 

The local Rovers left for 

Switzerland. 

Renfrewshire had 32 

Rovers, eight from Port 

Glasgow and seven from 

Greenock. 

 

Each of the Rover groups 

from all over the country 

who went prepared 

reports on the Moot, and 

I have a selection from 

their local newspapers to 

show what a full event it 

was. Port Glasgow 

Princes Street log is lost 

to me, so here are two 

reports to give a full 

flavour of the formal side of the camping.  

 

The First Scottish Rover Scouts report: Linlithgow Gazette, July 3rd 1931 

 

From Linlithgow to Kandersteg 

 

The Rovers for the large meeting at Kandersteg of the British contingent 

numbering 1800 were to travel from Tilbury Dock on the 28th of July.  

 

Scotland supplied 300 members for the British party. West Lothian’s 

share of this was 3 Rovers which has now increased to 4.  

The Rovers travelled down to London by train.  

 

Some of them got to London and after dumping their kits they washed and 

went in search of a meal and had a great breakfast in the workman's cafe 
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for one shilling and 1/2 (6p) pence. It consisted of a pint of tea, two eggs, 

ham, and bread and butter. 

 

They set off on the Tuesday morning of June 28th from St Pancras Station 

in London and before that, while they waited to set off, there was nothing 

except non-stop eightsome reels. 

 

 
 

They caught the train for Tilbury docks and went straight onto the boat 

receiving a bag of food at the barriers. After a short wait they sailed. The 

sea was calm the wind cold but they had deckchairs and were fairly 

comfy. After 7 hours at sea upon arrival at Dunkirk they were given 

another box of food and minerals to last the train journey. 

 

 They were then shown to  their seats in the Nord train which is an all 

steel affair with much larger coaches than British ones but smaller 

compartments that seated only four. They started their journey at 

4:45p.m. on Tuesday and stopped at several interesting places on the way 

such as Armentieres, Valenciennes and Berne.  

 

At Berne they had a wonderful feed at 7:40 a.m. consisting of fresh rolls, 

little pots of butter, honey, preserves, hot milk and coffee all splendidly 

served at a Berne buffet.  This being over we boarded again for 

Kandersteg. 

 

The Rover Scouts arrived at the camp at Kandersteg at 12:30 on 

Wednesday the 29th of July 1931 at the south side of the camp. Of the 

3000 Rover scouts there were 1800 British. The British Rover scouts were 

divided into patrols of one hundred and to each Patrol a Swiss Rover 
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called a “cousin” was assigned. He spoke French or English. Each 

Patrol had to supply two cooks and two orderlies for camp duties. 

 

At the closing down of the camp the British contingent left at 2 p.m. on 

Saturday returning via Nancy and Belford to Dunkirk where they crossed 

at 5 on the Sunday.  The ferry was rough and arrived at Ramsgate at 8am 

on Sunday. 

 

The second Scottish Contingent report of the trip was from six Airdrie 

Rover Scouts. 

  

Coatbridge Advertiser 15th August1931 

Leaving Airdrie on Monday the 27th of July they joined the Lanarkshire 

contingent at Glasgow Central Station and went to London by the Night 

Scot train and later meeting the British contingent which was 1800 strong 

at the St. Pancras Station. They set out on what was to be a notable step 

in the history of the Rover Scout movement. Rovers from all over the 

British Empire form part of the British contingent which was divided into 

eighteen Crews and each given a letter of the alphabet. The Airdrie 

Rovers were allocated to Crew A under the leadership of Mr Bowie of 

Edinburgh. 

 

 From London to Berne the journey proved to be long and tedious with 

the French trains being very uncomfortable. After spending 19 hours in 

them one is liable to get out of sorts but when Berne was reached all the 

latent energy burst forth and in a state of great excitement and 

expectation we reached Kandersteg. Kandersteg is situated in the heart of 

the  Bernese Oberland and embedded in the mighty mass of the Blumisalp 

and Wilstrabel. It is within sight of the Doldenhorn, Jungfrau and even 

the Matterhorn.  

 

On their arrival at camp they were met by their “cousin”, a Swiss Rover 

appointed to be their guide and interpreter. He pointed out their 

campsite. Within an hour it was a maze of Tents. Crew A’s camp was 

within a stone throw from the entrance of the famous Lotschenberg 

Tunnel which is 9 miles long and took 6 years to make. 

 

The first three mornings were spent at conferences discussing the position 

of Rover scouting.  

 

There were ten questions dealing with the problems, encountered in 

Rover scouting, which have been put before each nation a good time 

before the conference. 
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 At the conference one quarter of an hour was given to the 

representatives of each nation to make a report upon these 10 points. 

 In the course of these reports there was not a little humour and a great 

deal of interest and knowledge. It would be hard to exaggerate the value 

of such an exchange of experience and ideas. 

 

 After the opening speeches which were delivered in English, French and 

German, the conference sat in two sessions or sections, the English 

speaking in one place and the French and German speaking in another.  

I think I'm right in saying that in the English speaking section we had a 

spokesman from every nation represented at the event. There were some 

of them, for example, the Arabs, who spoke in their own tongues rather 

than English. 

 

The afternoons were spent in short excursions in the immediate 

neighbourhood of Kandersteg and camp fire gatherings filled in the 

evening. 

 

 On Saturday night we attended  the Swiss National fete with all the 

children of Kandersteg marching through the streets carrying Chinese 

lanterns in to the campfire site where scenes from early Swiss history 

were depicted. The mountains were alight with bonfires. Kandersteg 

yodelling club was a feature of the evening.  

 

Sunday greeted the arrival of the Chief Scout Lord Baden-Powell of 

Gilwell and there was a great campfire meeting at which a very 

interesting address was given by the Chief. He had just came back from a 

tour of the Southern continents. 

 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday were for excursion days. 

Rovers were getting up at 3.30 am and 5.30am for the start of the 

excursion. All luggage had to be carried in rucksacks on the back of the 

Rover and each has to take his own tent, sleeping outfit and personal 

necessities. A camera will play a big part in the novel holiday and the 

Rovers all plan to have lantern lectures on their experiences when they 

return.  

 

On Monday we went through to The Lotschberg tunnel to Goppenstein by 

train and from there walked into the Lotschen Valley and climbed the 

Kummenalp and the Restialp both well over 6000 ft. 
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 On Tuesday we went by train down the Kander Valley as far as Mulenen 

and by funicular railway were brought in three minutes to the top of the 

Niesen which is 7700 feet above sea level. The Niesen mountains rise in 

one of the first Alpine chains. Beside the most extensive Alpine panorama 

it features a sight of the Swiss Midlands which is the high plateau 

between the Alps and the Jura mountains. Below there are lovely lakes of 

Thun and Briens. On the return journey we paid a visit to the Blue Lake 

which our Guide book says is a wonderful little blue water that is like a 

sapphire in an Emerald frame. 

 

On Wednesday a party from Crew A climbed to the Peteragrat glacier 

and a very strenuous climb it was. Once at the top of the climb this was 

forgotten as is always the case when a thing has been accomplished. On 

this excursion we saw nature at its grandest.  

 

On Thursday Crew A received a special invitation from Doctor A 

Rudolph, Président du Council d’Etat du Canton and the Republic of 

Bern, to visit the city and you may be sure his invitation was accepted. 

What a sensation it caused. 100 kilted Rovers headed by a pipe band was 

a spectacle never before witnessed in Bern and how the people cheered! 

Their reaction made us proud to be Scots.  

 

On Friday a conference was again held and the address was given by Mr 

Vernon Bartlett from the London office of the secretariat of the League of 

Nations on the work of the League of Nations. We have come to the 

conclusion that should the Rover scout movement progress in the way it is 

doing with International moots such as this  we shall be supplementing in 

a practical way the great work of the League. 

 

Saturday's saw the striking of camp for home and while we regretted 

leaving Kandersteg and the friends we made there we were nevertheless 

happy to get home to relate our experiences in the Alpine regions.  

 

The Port Glasgow and Greenock contingent contribution 

The 1st PG Rovers did not leave a report but there are some photographs. 

(More than 50 to choose from) 
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A view of the gate to the Scottish Camp Site 

 

 

 
This is a photo of the eight Port Glasgow Rovers in dark blue 

and the seven Greenock Rovers in lighter shades. 
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This is a photo of two Port Rovers writing home, perhaps for money. 

 

 
Port Rovers with the pretty Swiss nationals. 

 

So a great time was had by all. 

 

Countries that were there 

The English contingent came in three special trains and de-trained at the 

entrance of the Loetschberg Tunnel, near which they pitched their tents.  

As said, there were 23 countries. 

 

The only nation not represented was Germany, as the result of a £5 tax 

which every German was forced to pay on leaving the country at this 

time. Forty members of the German Youth Movement could not come. 

Baden Powell in these early days wanted to get Germany involved and 

said he liked some things in Mein Kampf dealing with youth. He, 

however, rejected Hitler’s racism, and was put on Germany’s death list.  
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Hitler used the Scouts in Germany to search for French sympathisers in 

Alsace Lorraine for example.  

 

 
There were some goose-stepping Rovers in Kantergern, such as the Austrians. 

 

 
There were also some Turkish Rovers. 

 

 
And Rovers from Palestine. 
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There was always schoolboy humour. Two Siamese Rovers came, and 

were known as the Siamese Twins. 

 

A.D.Blue and Pirates 
This is a unique story of what happened to a Rover Scout when he sailed 

the Seven Seas earning his liveliehood. 

 

A news report states that on the 31st March 1933 a Port Glasgow man 

was among the number kidnapped by pirates. 

 

Mr A. D. Blue, son of Mr Gilbert Blue, retired postman, living at 

Fernbank, Port Glasgow, is amongst British officers kidnapped by 

Chinese Pirates who raided the steamer Nanchang, owned by Messrs 

Butterfield and Swire, when she lay at anchor in Newchang. 

 

                 
 

The British officers were made prisoners and carried off by pirates in 

their junk which sailed away in a north westerly direction. 

 

 Mr Blue is second engineer on the Nanchang, and has been abroad for 

about five years sailing, most of the time in Far Eastern Waters. He was 

due to return home on leave in November of this year. His previous ship, 

which he left over a year ago, was wrecked some little time ago.  

 

It is mentioned from Peking that the British legation there are taking all 

steps to secure the release of the kidnapped officers and a British gunboat 

has joined in the search for the raiders. 
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The pirate who attacked the Nanchang arrived at 3am in their junk and 

using heavy gunfire. fourteen of them boarded the steamer and 

threatened the Chinese Crew. The officers, who were in the saloon, were 

taken unawares. Three of them belong to England. Mr Blue being the 

only Scotsman. 

 

After six weeks or so, a second report: 

 

17th May 1933. 

The captured British officers  

A mention of cruel treatment has been received from one of the three 

British officers who were kidnapped by Chinese pirates from the steamer 

Nanchang while she was anchored in Newchang (Yingkou). 

  

March the 29th. A letter, received by a British merchant, states: 

 

We three are kept separate and are moved every day. The cruelty of the 

treatment we receive is increasing because no progress is being made in 

settling the ransom question. Health is suffering. 

  

A combined Japanese Force has arrested the family of one of the pirates 

involved in the kidnapping of the sailors. The authorities are arranging to 

use the family in the negotiations for the release of the captives. 

 

Mr A. D.  Blue, son of Mr and Mrs Blue of Fernbank, Port Glasgow, is 

one of the captured officers. 

 

There was a third news report on May 29th 1933:  

 

Effort to expedite release of the British officers. 

The question of the capture of the British sailors from the steamer 

Nanchang, and the duration of the captivity, was raised at the monthly 

meeting of the Harbour Trust on Tuesday evening, and Provost Wilson, a 

relative of the Port Glasgow sailor A.D. Blue, has now sent a letter to the 

Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs. 

 

About two weeks later on June 9th 1933 a report states: 

According to the latest messages, there seems little prospect of an earlier 

release of the three British officers who were captured several weeks ago 

by Chinese pirates. A short time ago negotiations had been proceding, 

and it was thought that the officers would be allowed to come home. Just 

when everything seemed ready for the release the kidnapped officers were 

captured by another gang, who overpowered the original lot.  The 
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interval between the first capture and now has been a very trying time for 

the relatives, and the hope is expressed that before many more day elapse 

they will get news of their release.  

 

Ten days later there was a report on July 19th 1933:  

There appeared to be more hopeful news on Friday night of last week of 

the three of British officers captured from the steamship Nanchang by the 

Chinese pirates on the 29th of March last year. Mr David Murray son-in-

law and Mrs Murray daughter of Mr and Mrs Blue, Fernbank and sister 

of Mr A.D. Blue one of the captured officers, are presently home from a 

Buenos Aires holiday and were for five weeks in London. 

 

They called at the Foreign Office every day during that time and learnt 

that the Japanese were willing to wipe out the bandits without special 

regard for the captured officers. 

 

 The Foreign Office however is directing their efforts towards the release 

of the men, even by paying a ransom and taking punitive measures 

afterwards. Mr and Mrs Blue received a telegram from Mr Murray on 

Friday night stating that the Foreign Office reported that the three 

officers were alive and well treated and that release was expected. 

 

While Mr and Mrs Murray were in London they visited several members 

of the Parliament. They wrote to the Prime Minister, Mr Baldwin, and 

called daily at the Foreign Office to expedite matters. The Foreign Office 

were very reticent about the whole matter at first, but lately they gave 

more information of a private nature to Mr and Mrs Murray. 

 

The men would have been released sometime ago but for the arrival of 

new pirates who wanted a larger share than was offered. The rival gangs 

fought and the officers were captured by the second gang. It is reported a 

short time ago that two of the men had escaped, but Mr and Mrs Blue 

were very much relieved to know that there was no foundation in the 

rumour. To escape in such a country would have been hopeless for a 

stranger. He certainly would have had a terrible struggle to get back to 

civilisation due to the nature of the country. It is said that the officers 

actually did escape in the early days of their activity but owing to the 

impossibility of getting clear away they thought it better to return to the 

pirates’ junks. It is sincerely hoped that the pressure which has been 

brought to bear and the efforts expended in London to have the men 

released shortly will have a good effect, so that the suspense of the 

relatives will be put to an end. 
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Further news came in the report of 26th of July 1933: 

The relatives of the three officers captured by Chinese pirates on the 29th 

of March are still having an anxious time.  

 

There were hopes recently that their release would surely be effected but 

the raid last week by the Japanese and Manchukno (a puppet state of the 

Japanese Empire) authorities proved unsuccessful). The Chinese bandits 

managed to make good their escape but their new quarters have been 

located. Many of the junks were destroyed in the river, and there was a 

fear that some of the officers were injured. This is not known for sure and 

the British vice-consul at Mukden has been informed at the band of 

bandits is known to be in the district north of Panshan. 

 

Eventually the sailors were released and a Scottish news paper published 

extracts on 27th October 1933.   

 

The captured officers 

Diary of Mr A.D. Blue 

Story of a terrible ordeal 

 

The amazing record of the terrible ordeal which the three British officers 

captured by Chinese pirates went through has been procured by the 

North China Herald and the Daily Record, and was published on 

Wednesday for the first time in Britain. The diary was kept by Mr A.D. 

Blue son of Mr and Mrs Gilbert Blue, Fern Bank, Port Glasgow, and the 

record of the officers suffering was written for the most part on scraps of 

paper and cigarette wrappings. 

 

A few days after their capture the men made a desperate bid for freedom. 

They slipped over the side of their prison ship and before dawn were 

clear but after wandering for hours in deep freezing mud they had 

reluctantly to retrace their steps.  

 

Thereafter for nearly 6 months their life was a nightmare of suffering 

from scanty food, filthy water and nauseating vermin, of forced marches 

through the night. Tortured in the neck and arms and in constant fear of 

death while their captors were fighting with rival gangs or fleeing from 

soldiers sent to pursue them. 

 

For weeks on end the men were kept imprisoned below the deck of a foul 

smelling junk with little air, no light and four inches of water on the floor 

when rain leaked through the roof. 
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A fortnight after their capture the pirate gang were defeated in a fight 

with another gang and the captives change hands. The men then describe 

the events that led up to this battle and what immediately followed. 

 

It was on April 7th when they started to keep their diary. Next morning 

they found themselves in a creek, the banks of which where covered with 

reeds fifteen feet high and they were shut down below because apparently 

strangers were approaching and the bandits shouldered their guns. 

 

Flour and water diet 

After relating that on April the 11th as captives they changed hands, the 

diarists write that 

 

On April 13 they were kept below all day but were continually tested by 

Bandits who came to see and plague the foreigners. They were threatened 

with mutilation on April 14 and had two or three Hauser pistols struck at 

their heads to please them, they presumed sarcastically. Since their 

capture they had been living on things which are flour and water made 

into patties and water with a few cold beans. During the morning of April 

17th they were hastily shut down below on account of the bandits hearing 

an aeroplane. 

 

The men then recorded their experiences almost daily. Here are some 

extracts: 

 

May the 2nd. Johnson is feeling sick with a deadly touch of fever and he is 

partial to opium pills. Much concern is felt over his illness and 

Hargreaves and Blue are allowed out for a walk. This is their first walk 

for some time. After strenuously refusing to smoke the opium pipe 

Johnson has finally to give way. The pipe is brought to him and he has to 

smoke it as it will do him good. They were shifted up a small creek at 

night. 

 

May 12th. Where the junk was tied up this morning there was a dead body 

lying on the bank. This, they say, is one of the previous gang of pirates 

whom they had shot before. 

 

May 14. The junks shift down toward the sea.  The bandits threatened to 

cut our ears off. 

   

May 21st. A junk arrives with a Chinese prisoner on board. There are 

tales that he is a Japanese spy and that they are going to shoot him. We 

are taken ashore to witness a bit of their brutality. They had the prisoner 
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stripped to the waist and roped up. They proceeded to beat him 

unmercifully with a 3-inch rope on which was a large knot. Blood 

streamed from him and as he falls unconscious they revive him with 

water. They are told later that he has been shot. They also are 

threatened.  

Very depressed 

 

May 24th. There is a significant entry. It is many days since they were 

captured and they are very depressed. They have had nothing to eat these 

last days but rice and hot water. 

  

Eight Days Later they wrote: 

A Chinese message arrived this morning brought by two men on 

horseback. It is evidently bad news for Johnson is made to write an 

answer and they are told they will be beaten and shot if it is not 

satisfactory. They are all a little nervous. 

 

A week later mail was at last received and they received a parcel. They 

were told to write a message that we will be shot if money is not 

forthcoming in a week. 

 

On June 14th it was eleven weeks’ captivity. An aeroplane flew nearby in 

the morning and they were taken into the reeds. The flies and mosquitoes 

were terrible and they are covered with bites.  

 

On July 8th they were moved again and spent the day among the reeds. 

They feltl pretty done up. It is impossible to sleep at night for the place is 

swarming with crabs which leave their holes at night and as they lie 

down the crabs walk over them and give them nasty bites. During the day 

there are hundreds of huge flies which they call Sharman. These also 

annoy them  as they have a sort of prong which pierces the skin. 

 

Roped together 

On July 9th they are roped up all the time now and the bandits tell them 

that they are surrounded by soldiers. Also the food is running low. The 

water was putrid. But they were not to light a fire on account of the 

smoke being seen. Hargreaves’ feet were festering badly and they all felt 

that another week or two of this would finish them off. There are crabs, 

lice and mosquitoes and they were not allowed to clean their cells. 

 

During August the men's diary was written in a more hopeful strain and 

there are several references which show that they were aware that 

negotiations for their release are approaching a favourable issue. 
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On August 9th they were allowed a shave. A form to sit on was brought 

along and two professional barbers arrived. They have a haircut and 

shave. This occupies about two hours and the whole District appears to 

be looking on. There seems to be at least 300 spectators. 

  

On August 10th they struck another bad patch. Their bodies were filthy 

and raw in places with scratching. This place was very hot. At night there 

were thousands of mosquitoes and during the day swarms of flies coming 

from pig troughs just outside the window. The smell from the swill was so 

bad that even the bandits could not stick it. They placed numerous lit joss 

sticks on the window ledge for a counteraction to this. 

 

The men close their diary with a tribute to the work of Mr Clarke the 

British Consul, and Mr Grant the agent of Messrs Butterfield and Swire 

the owners of the steamer.” 

 

A great celebration was held by the 1st PG Rover crew for A.D. Blue on 

Thursday the 7th December 1933.  

 

The meeting was at Crawfords Hall Greenock to welcome home A.D. 

Blue.  
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The captivity of the crew was for 23 weeks. They were held captive by 

two sets of Chinese bandits. There are fifty-one Rovers who are  on the 

active role of the 1st Port Glasgow Rovers and most were there at the 

celebration. 

 

A D. Blue said that there were 120 Manchukno bandits.  

 

There one more mention of A.D.Blue in the local papers. 

 

On the 21st February 1940 a report was given in the Port Glasgow 

newspaper that two Port Glasgow built ships had been already sent to the 

bottom of the sea since the start of the war. One of these was the British 

Triumph, which was sunk after an explosion following the striking of a 

mine. The ship was built at Kingston Yard by Lithgows Limited. This 

happened in the North Sea of the east coast of England when the vessel 

was outward bound. The British Triumph had brought home a cargo of 

benzine which had been unloaded at a British port before the vessel left.  

 

Mr A.D. Blue, son of Mr Gilbert Blue, a retired postman Fernbank Port 

Glasgow, was sailing as 3rd engineer on the British Triumph, and was 

one of the survivors.  He arrived back home on Thursday of last week and 

rejoined his wife and young son at the residence of his father-in-law, ex-

Bailie A. Wilson. The relatives of Mr Blue had an anxious time following 

the news that his vessel had been sunk and were relieved when he was 

reported safe. 

 

A.D. Blue became a noted authority on pirates and wrote many in-depth 

analysis papers on them. He was once an engineer with the China 

Navigation Company from 1928 to 1938 and was on the river Yangtze in 

1930 in the ship, named the  Shengking and again in 1934 in the ship, 

named the WuHu. He was captured by pirates on the Newchang River in 

Manchuria in 1933 and held for 5 months. He published articles between 

1963 and 1973. 

 

Socially responsible Scouts and Rovers 
The Rover crew in the Thirties were doing lots of social duties. One was 

a concert party for local Homes. The Rover Crew Concert Party in the 

1930s performed each year and got funds up for Broadstone Hospital. 

Here they are in all their glory. 
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9 Beveridge’s Later Life and Death 

In 1925 Mr Beveridge announced he would retire. He then decided to 

move to Gourock.  

 

An advert for the sale of his house went in the newspaper.  

 

The house and lands of Elmsworth at present W.W. Beveridge’s house is 

up for sale. It extends over two acres with its access from Glen Avenue on 

the north side Ivybank Road to the south. The house has a billiard room, 

central heating, and garage and tennis court. Part of the ground could be 

bought separately. 

 

In 1926 Mr Beveridge moved to his new residence at upper Ashton. His 

new house was next to the Gourock Golf Club.   

 

1928 Beveridge was asked by the Colonial and Continenta Committee to 

conduct services at Pau, a popular French health resort in the Pyrenees. 

 

In 1929 the minister JT Boag, who had come in January 1927, decided to 

leave the Port Glasgow church, and went to the McGregor memorial 

church in Govan. Rev Beveridge, perhaps a little unhappily, said it had 

been 130 years since any minister had left Princes Street voluntarily. 

 

In 1929 ,when he was 71, he was elected first moderator of the United 

Presbyterian Church on the Union of the Protestant Scottish churches.  

 

In 1931 Rev. Beveridge and Andrew McKechnie, who was the Rover 

leader, both received the Medal of Merit from Lord Baden-Powell of 

Gilwell. This is the Scouts’ highest honour. 
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When Beveridge was presented with the Medal of Merit he noted that 

they had retained possession of the Benmore Shield, which was the blue 

ribbon of Scottish scouting, for 10 consecutive years. He also said the 1st 

PG Scouts supplied 53 members for war service, five of whom had laid 

down their lives.  

 

In 1931 Eric Liddell (of Chariots of Fire fame) came to Hamilton 

Church. Beveridge (with his high level of running prowess and Scottish 

Champion status) said he himself was not unfamiliar with the running 

track and the football field. He said Liddell was the greatest quarter miler 

of Scotland. He called Liddell “a great athletic Christian”. 

 

1933 was the coming the age of the Girl Guides in the Princes Street 

Church. They were  formed in 1912 and now was 21 years old. 

 

In 1933 Beveridge completed fifty years (1883) as Minister at Princes 

Street. He had retired from work in 1927 when 69 years old. 

 

In his last few years he enjoyed a round of golf everyday over the 

Gourock course.  

 

He also wrote some pamphlets: Memorials of Princes Street Church and 

James Drummond Taylor. 

 

In 1935 there was a welcome for Rev George Allen as Beveridge’s 

successor. His wife's father, Dr Lambert, was a great friend and 

philosophy student of WW Beveridge. He was given a wallet and 

Treasury notes.  

 

In 1937 the 1st Port Glasgow Rovers had their 15th anniversary, having 

been formed in 1922. Every year they organised some benefit for the 

Broadstone Hospital. As a concert party, they held fairs and dances. 

 

In 1941 Beveridge was still preaching as a fill-in preacher at 83 years old.  

 

Rev. Beveridge was a man of many outstanding qualities and his modest 

and kindly bearing endeared him to the community. He was never known 

to speak ill of anyone throughout his life. He gave his services freely to 

all good causes.  Since the start the Second World War he had been 

active, despite his 83 years of age, in filling vacancies caused by the 

absence of ministers who were on military service. 
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Rev WW Beveridge, aged 83 

 

Beveridge died on January 26th 1941, while conducting the forenoon 

service for children in St. Michael's Church in Greenock. 

 

Obituary 

The Greenock Telegraph 

 

The deceased had a long life. He had a long connection with Princes 

Street Church Port Glasgow and in 1933 he completed 50 years as the 

minister. This distinction was also achieved by his two predecessors in 

the charge, Rev. David Inglis and Rev.William Lauder. At a recognition 

meeting to celebrate his Jubilee tributes were paid to him by many 

speakers including Sir James Lithgow, Provost Wilson, the Moderator of 

the Presbyterian Church and other ministers. He had retired from 

regular ministerial work in 1927, but as a senior minister retained his 

interest in the church. On the Union of the churches in 1929, Mr 

Beveridge was paid the compliment of being elected the first Moderator 

of the United Presbyterian Church. 

 

Mr Beveridge was a resident in Ayr where his father was a prominent 

solicitor and leading citizen. He was educated at Ayr Academy, Glasgow 

University and UP theological college. His prowess at sport was quickly 

recognised and he was chosen as captain of the University football team, 

then one of the best in the country. His skill and amazing speed led to his 

selection to represent Scotland against Wales in1879 and 1880, and 



43 

 

against England in 1879. At that time he was described as “the fastest 

forward that ever toed a ball”.  Devoting himself later to the running 

track, he won many honours. For three years he was Champion of 

Scotland in the one hundred yards and the quarter-mile and all 

intervening distances, and in those three seasons he won no fewer than 

one hundred and seven first prizes.  

 

One of the highlights of his sporting career was his meeting with Sydney 

Dobell, the great English runner, who came north for the race. After 

lying behind the Englishman, the Scot shot forward at the finish to win.  

He won the sprint trophy in three successive years, and they became his 

own property. In one race he covered the one hundred yards in ten 

seconds. 

 

On going to Princes Street Church, Mr Beveridge quickly gained the 

reputation as a gifted preacher and an ardent advocate of Temperance. 

At many meetings for young men he gained publicity and popularity. He 

addressed himself particularly to athletes His performances brought 

many followers and had a great influence in elevating sport in the 

Church.  He was the author of much literature on Temperance and on 

sport and wrote other works such as Memorials of Princes Street Church, 

and James Drummond Taylor: a Memoir. 

 

Mr Beveridge was the gazetted Chaplain to the First Argyll and 

Sutherland Highlanders. In April 1890, in the Territorials, he was 

appointed Chaplain (second class), and was given the rank of Lieutenant 

Colonel in 1911.  He received the Territorial decoration and promotion 

to Colonel, and he saw considerable service in France during the last 

war serving as a senior chaplain to the 27th Division with the rank of full 

Colonel.  

 

He was at war at the second Battle of Ypres and also at Armentières, and 

on the Somne where his horse was killed. In 1920 he was demobilised, 

receiving a mention in dispatches and was awarded the 1915 Cross, the 

Victory Medal, and the Allies Medal. He completed thirty-five years with 

the Argyle and Southern Highlanders 

  

Mr Beveridge had a long record of service to the Boy Scouts movement 

He formed the 1st  Port Glasgow Princes Street Church group in 1909, a 

year after scouting was inaugurated. Under his leadership the troop 

gained many honours, including the Benmore Shield, the premier Scottish 

award. He gained the Medal of Merit, which was conferred on him by the 

Chief Scout in 1911.  
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Mr Beveridge has been living during his retirement at Quarryton in 

Ashton. He was married twice. His second wife was a daughter of Mr 

Thomas Thomson JP of Barrhead. He had a family of three sons and a 

daughter, and a brother, Rev. John Beveridge, who had his own jubilee in 

the ministry some years ago. 

 

In 1941 Beveridge’s funeral was private. Six Rover Scouts and members 

of the first Port Glasgow group of the Benmore Cup winning team carried 

the coffin to the grave. Among the pallbearers were Captain Thomas B 

Beveridge and Mr Roy Beveridge, his sons. 

 

10 Post Beveridge and the Suitcase 
Rev. Beveridge will always be remembered by those who recognise his 

achievements. Obviously this remembering is helped by the existence of 

a unique suitcase full of memorabilia that has driven me to write the 

preceding narrative to help give content to what the suitcase tells us. 

 

And 
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There is so much more yet. 

There are the photos that cover many years. 

There are physical items that are real history of the Scouts in Port 

Glasgow. 

There are numerous books and documents that need to be read to get 

every ounce out to add to the memories of past Scouts and Rovers. 

Here, as just a taste, are photos of the modern camps, showing lots of 

Scouts still living. 
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So please read this piece for background as it is meant to whet your 

appetite for more. 

 

Jack 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


