
Aberhafesp Community Council 
 

Minutes of Aberhafesp Community Council meeting held on 30th January 2019 at the Community Centre. 

1. Welcome 

2. Apologies 

3. Declaration of Interest 

4. Minutes of previous meeting 

5. Matters arising 

6. Financial Update 

7. Code of Conduct & Publication Scheme 

8. Planning 18/1040/FUL Demolition of existing dwelling and outbuilding, erection of a 

replacement dwelling, workshop and all associated works at Wern To Aberhafesp. 

19/0083/RES Reserved matters for access, appearance, landscaping, layout and scale in connection 

with proposed dwelling and garage.  Plot at Brynffynnon, Bwlch y Ffridd 

9. Correspondence 

10. Institute Land Bwlch y Ffridd 

11. Quoiting Bed land Bwlch y Ffridd 

12. County Councillor update 

13. Other Issues 

 

Present: Cllrs. N Hamer (chair), R Jones, R Amy, G Green, J Hopkins, A Nutting, County Cllr. H Hulme, R 

Hamer (clerk) 

Also present: Patrick Fitzgerald, Rob Gallier, Roy Rylands, Liz Owen, Ann Griffiths, Lynn Swaine, Roger 

Swaine 

 

1. Welcome – The chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

2. Apologies – No apologies received. 

3. Declaration of Interest – None 

4. Minutes of previous meeting – Minutes of the previous meeting had been sent out to each 

councillor prior to this meeting. Proposed by Cllr A Nutting, Seconded by Cllr. R Amy. All in 

agreement minutes to be adopted. Chairman signed accordingly. 

5. Matters arising – Beechcroft – No update since Feb 18. 

Rhydlydan Mill – No update since Sept 18. 

Cwm Farm Feed Store – Approved – RESOLVED 

Arosfa Bwlch y Ffridd – Approved – RESOLVED 

Llanwnog Muck spreading – updated 28th Jan E Health, manure management plan updated, only 

spread once a year on each field and buffer zones now shown. RESOLVED 

Cwm Farm Extension on poultry unit – No update since 8th/9th Jan info on otters and manure 

management plan. 

Sunny View caravan park – No update since 24th Jan percolation test results. 

Penhelyg – S106 Discharged – RESOLVED 

Cefn Llydan blocked drains – RESOLVED 

Oakdene Bwlch y Ffridd – No update Clerk to contact PCC 

Gregynog Hall carport/garage removal – RESOLVED 

Salt delivery for Coppice Bank and Bwlch y Ffridd bank – Bwlch y Ffridd bank RESOLVED – 

Coppice Bank – clerk to contact PCC again as some salt delivered but not as far as Coppice Bank. 



Petition – The petition that was handed in at the previous meeting about the possible sale of the 

former Institute land and Quoiting bed land. Chair noted that the land was being dealt with as two 

separate issues, but the petition included both parcels of land, a resident may have signed the 

petition as they wanted to keep the carpark but not the quoiting bed land and visa versa, and so did 

not get a true picture. 

6. Financial Update – Clerk gave out the analysis of accounts and noted that the last precept 

payments had now been received, the combined total in account is £4340.27.  Clerk also noted that 

the VAT would be claimed back next month. Chair signed the report. 

An actual vs budget report was also shown, as of today, with an underspend of £1835.37, but 

remain on budget as predicted for the end of the financial year. Chair signed the report. It was also 

noted that online payments had now been set up at the bank. A donation to the community centre 

of £1250 was agreed and cheque was signed by Cllrs R Jones and J Hopkins. 

7. Code of Conduct and Publication Scheme – Both documents had been sent to the councillors prior 

to the meeting.  Policy of Unacceptable Actions by individuals (code of conduct) Chair noted that 

this had been brought to our attention by recent events, Community councillors sign a code of 

conduct, this policy covers the councillors and also reminds the public on how they should behave 

towards councillors.  Proposed by Cllr R Amy, seconded by Cllr R Jones all in agreement policy to 

be adopted.  Clerk to place onto Community Council website. Publication Scheme – Due to a 

member of the public requesting a copy, clerk looked at other community council websites some 

had some did not.  After contacting One Voice Wales, they informed that we should have one, 

which the clerk has produced.  Proposed by Cllr. G Green, seconded by Cllr A Nutting, all in 

agreement Publication Scheme to be adopted.  Clerk to place on the Community Council website. 

8. Planning 18/1040/FUL Wern To Aberhafesp.  After discussion and looking at the plans it was 

decided that the councillors did not object.  Proposed Cllr J Hopkins, seconded by Cllr. G Green, all 

in agreement.  Clerk to inform PCC planning department. 

19/0083/RES Brynffynnon, Bwlch y Ffridd.  It was noted that the applicant had already gained 

outline planning, councillors had no objection.  Proposed Cllr R Jones, seconded Cllr. J Hopkins, all 

in agreement. Clerk to inform PCC planning department. 

9. Correspondence – Street Lighting email was read out stating that the Community Council would 

not be responsible financial for street lighting for the next financial year, as the proposed budget 

saving by PCC of £150k had been reduced to £75k, and could be achieved by completion of LED 

conversions and reviewing the lights and illuminated signs. 

A letter of complaint had been received by the monitoring officer for our community council, in 

which a resident that wished to remain anonymous had complained about various issues.  Clerk 

and Chair Cllr N Hamer to meet with Mr Pinney next week. 

Planning Information – An email had been received informing that the public responses to 

planning applications would no longer be shown onto PCC website, and that only consultee 

responses would be published.  However, during the planning meeting all responses would be part 

of the decision making.  This is inline with other local planning authorities. 

Auditor General has recently published two national reports related to town and community 

councils.  Financial Management and Governance and Internal Audit Arrangements at town and 

community councils in wales.  Reports were available to be emailed to councillors if they wished. 

Aberhafesp Newsletter – The editor of the newsletter, Marilyn Bedworth, has done a lot of work 

and after our initial donation to start up, the newsletter should be self-funding within the first 12 

months, which is good news. 

10. Institute Land Bwlch y Ffridd – At the Community Council meeting held on 19th Sept 18, it was 

decided to ask the opinion of Aberhafesp Community residents and visitors in the land should 

remain as a carpark.  11 responses were received, with comments ranging from, keeping cars off 

road due to large lorries, carpark for residents, visitors to Gregynog Hall, Library van, school pick 

up, meeting point and one letter suggested charging for parking.  Chair stated that he had been 

monitoring the land recently as passing and noted how many cars do use it and can see how 

important the land is.  It was proposed by Cllr. J Hopkins, seconded by Cllr. R Amy and all in 



agreement to keep as a carpark.  Cllr N Hamer then noted that appropriate signage would be 

needed, Clerk to contact Chris Lloyd – Highways PCC for help with the correct wording and ask 

about a supplier, to get quotes. 

11. Quoiting Bed Land Bwlch y Ffridd – In response to Roy Rylands letter at the last meeting 

suggesting that we did not own the land a response from the community council’s solicitor was 

read out.  They also noted that Roy Rylands should contact Land Registry for clarification of their 

action in registering the title in favour of Aberhafesp Community Council, as this was costing the 

community council money going back and forward to the solicitors. Roy Rylands suggested that 

land could be turned into a village green, as it just needed seeding and that local farmers would 

help to do this.  The land needs a lot more work than just seeding. It was suggested that Roy 

Rylands put it in writing with a plan of how the money would be raised to do the work, with 

figures and costings. Roger Swaine then asked that would the carpark remain as a carpark 6 months 

down the line, and that the Community Council had no right to the carpark.  Cllr J Hopkins asked 

who did he think owned the carpark?  Cllr N Hamer explained how the carpark came to 

Community Council. Roger Swaine stated that the people who use the carpark are the rightful 

owners.  Cllr N Hamer stated that the Community Council did have receipts of stone being laid but 

did not have that information with him. Roger Swaine stated what is to stop future community 

councillors selling the carpark?  C Cllr. H Hulme stated the community council had listened to 

residents which the council had taken on board and the land had been retained as a carpark.  The 

discussion was then brought back to the Quoiting Bed land Roger Swaine disputed the fact that the 

council owned the land and suggested that the residents get together to the Land Registry to object 

to the community council owning the land.  Cllr. N Hamer stated that that was up to them to do 

that at their own expense.  Cllr N Hamer noted that Bwlch y Ffridd had lost its status and only a 

local person could now get planning permission, a developer would not be able to.  Cllr R Jones 

thought that it would be a good thing to sell that land to get money to improve the area and for it to 

be used for good purposes, and that the councillors are listening and looking for residents support 

as it is harder to raise money.  Cllr N Hamer suggested that if the land was to be sold for £40000, the 

money could be put into a bank account and tied up for 5 years, the interest that would be raised 

half could be spent on the community the other half remains in the account and again in 5 years 

repeat the process, and so on.  This way the money in the account would continue to grow for the 

future. It was suggested that if the land was kept the value of it would go up to sell in the future.  It 

was pointed out that if the land was registered as a village green, it could not be sold in the future.  

Roger Swaine asked what money had been spent on the community in the last 18 years, as they had 

managed so far so why sell the land?  Approximately in the last 2-3 years around £20,000 has been 

spent on the community centre, new kitchen, fixing leaks, updating toilets, painting which had been 

done by volunteers, that money could not be raised by coffee mornings alone and it is always the 

same people that turn up to these events. The Community Centre no longer gets support from PCC, 

the money could also be used to buy salt bins, bench or flower pots for carpark for example. It was 

suggested that it could be turned into a football pitch, but who would pay for the nets the insurance 

and who would maintain it?  An example would be the allotments at Caersws, at the start everyone 

was in favour of them and now years down the line they are unkept and an eyesore.   Cllr R Jones 

stated that the council seek the support to sell and invest the money in the parish, the money would 

go into a trust fund which the residents would be invited to sit on.  Proposed by Cllr. R Jones, 

seconded by Cllr. A Nutting, all in agreement.  Clerk to inform solicitor and approach estate agents 

for quotes. 

12. County Councillor Update – C Cllr. Hulme read out her report see attached.  Garreglwydd Bank a 

number of car accidents on the road because of ice due to the drainage and water run-off.  3 heaps 

of salt have now been delivered, and PCC are doing a survey on the road.  Bwlch y Ffridd triangle 

above Llwycoed PCC are looking into removing the bins and providing a compound further up the 

lane. 

13. Other Issues - With no further issues the chairman closed the meeting at 8.44pm 
 



REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR HEULWEN HULME 

JANUARY 2019 

HIGHWAYS, TRANSPORT & RECYCLING 
Business Development Manager – has been appointed to develop a more commercial/business like approach to 
running the department. 
Technology Improvements – we will shortly be procuring specialist technology to help us effectively manage and 
expand our trade waste and new green waste service. 
Fleet replacement programme – this latest replacement of light vehicles is now in the delivery stage with many 
of the vehicles having been delivered and now in operation. 
Driver behaviour – We have targeted a significant saving for 2019 based on reducing our (largely unnecessary) 

spend on accident repairs to vehicles and on the amount of fuel we use. 

LOCAL TOILET NEEDS 
PCC is proposing a consultation about the provision of toilets in the county as part of the Public Health (Wales) 
Act 2017 and places a duty of each local authority in Wales to prepare and publish a local toilet strategy for its 
area. PCC have the responsibility to assess the need for toilet provision, meet the need, review strategy and 
publish the revisions.   
For information – there are no public toilets in the Rhiwcynon Ward.  
 
POWYS COMMUNITY HEALTH COUNCIL  
Shrewsbury & Telford Hospital NHS Trust - £1million MRI scanner reducing waiting and travel time for patients. 
The new £1 million MRI scanner at the Royal Shrewsbury Hospital (RSH) is helping to reduce waiting and travel 

time for cardiac patients who previously had to be seen out of Shropshire for their scans.  It is the third new MRI 

scanner for SaTH which runs both the RSH and the Princess Royal Hospital in Telford (PRH). 

PCHC – MONTGOMERYSHIRE MEETING 8.1.2019 
FUTURE FIT – The analysis of questionnaires from Powys residents is strongly in favour of Option 1 which is for 
Emergency Services at RSH and planned care at PRH. The CCG’s are meeting at 6.30pm on Tuesday 29 January at 
Harper Adams College near Newport in Shropshire.  This is a “meeting in public” so local residents are welcome 
to attend to hear the decision.  If Option 1 is agreed Telford & Wrekin are likely to challenge the decision and 
therefore will go for judicial review.  
WAST – There has been an increase in call outs since November in 111 calls following triage assessment. This is 
under review and is an area of concern. 
BRONGLAIS HOSPITAL - has undergone a clinical services improvement. It has 130 beds.  Looking to grow their 
own staff via access to Aberystwyth and Swansea Universities and this programme in now in place.    A new MRI 
unit will be live by the end of this year following commissioning.   Proposals have been put forward for the 
hospital to have ‘Rural’ trauma status for the stability and support of patients who may then be transferred to 
another hospital.    DYFI VALLEY PRACTICE - which operates Glantywmyn Surgery have applied to PTHB to close 
the site.  This will now activate a process of scrutiny within the communities.  PTHB will set up a panel, work 
closely with local stakeholders, write and consult with all patients, put forward options and the impact on the 
community.  
PTHB – over the next 3 years are looking at 3 Rural Health Hubs in Powys and will be working with PCC to 
identify sites. 
CHRONIC PAIN CLINIC – which is based at Orthopedic Hospital , Gobowen is closing on 31 March 19.   Alternative 
arrangements will be made but are still to be announced. 
 
RECYCLING BOXES 
If you wish to order replacement recycling boxes please use the following link: 

https://en.powys.gov.uk/newbinsandbags 

BROADBAND 
The roll out for Phase 2 of Superfast Broadband has ground to a halt and in reality there should have been a 
transition between Phase 1 & 2 but this was not commissioned by WG.  Phase 2 was supposed to be awarded in 
July 18, but "unforeseen complexities" which have been subject to "commercial confidentiality" restrictions have 
contributed to the delay in commissioning the work and we are still waiting for the award of Phase 2 which 
covers Montgomeryshire. This is undoubtedly holding back the economy of Mid Wales.  WG promised a new on 

https://en.powys.gov.uk/newbinsandbags
https://en.powys.gov.uk/newbinsandbags


line checker for December 2018, so that people can see whether their home or business is scheduled to be 
completed under Phase 2 is again not available.  Russell George AM will continue to pursue this. 
 
MOBILE PHONE COVERAGE 
Some improvement has taken place in Montgomeryshire, however parts remain to lag behind.  Russell George 
AM as Chair of Economy, Infrastructure and Skills Committee in Cardiff, has made a series of recommendations 
to WG to consider including the need to create the right planning and economic conditions for operators to 
invest in mobile coverage improvements in rural areas.  We await the outcome.   The mobile phone mast for 
Tregynon is due to be installed in February 2019.  I have asked Russell George for a public meeting with the 
mobile phone providers to discuss mobile phone coverage in ‘Montgomeryshire’ and Powys and to invite town 
and community councils to attend. 
 
BLUE BADGE – ELIGIBILITY AND APPLICATION PROCESS 
With effect from 5 February 19 you will now be able to apply or renew your blue badge on line.  Customers will 

now be able to check our website if they would be eligible to apply for a badge before submitting an application 

form.    A paper application will still be available by contacting PCC on 01597 826000  The GOV.UK application 

form is already on our website https://en.powys.gov.uk/bluebadge.. 

  

ABBREVIATIONS 

CCG’s – Clinical Care Groups 
PCC – Powys County Council 
PCHC – Powys Community Health Council 
PRH – Princess Royal Hospital 
RSH – Royal Shrewsbury Hospital 
SATH – Shrewsbury and Telford Hospital 
WAST – Welsh Ambulance Service Trust 
WG – Welsh Government 
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