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JEAN CAMERON
DALNABREAC

died 18th Aug 2018

It was with great shock and sadness that Members of the Group heard in August
that Jean Cameron of Dalnabreac in Moidart had died.  Jean was one of  the
Founding Members of the Lochaber and North Argyll Family History Group
and  her  passing  has  left  an  enormous  gap  in  our  membership.  She  had  an
amazing knowledge of Moidart and the families who belonged to that area and
it  was  a  knowledge she  was delighted  to  share.  Her  enthusiasm for  Family
History was infectious and she was always ready and willing to contribute to
our monthly meetings. Her attendance at our monthly meetings throughout the
winter  months  was a  testimony to her  dedication to  her  passion for  Family
History - not many of our members would be keen to travel home to Moidart on
their own on these dark winter nights.

The hours that Jean spent in Fort William Library going through old copies of
the "Oban Times" have not been wasted as she has given us copies of some of
the fruits of her research.

Jean was a good friend to many and we are all going to miss her.

Alisdair Campbell
Chairman
Lochaber and North Argyll Family History Group
22nd August 2018
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MEETINGS

Tuesday 11th September  - Don’t forget our AGM.  
Please e-mail items for inclusion

info@lochaberfamilyhistory.org.uk

FACEBOOK 

A reminder – we have a Facebook page.  Please use it.  
You are  invited  to  post  photos  of  the  area -  both  ancient  and
modern.  Also use it to break down those brick walls.  Post your
queries and, hopefully, you might get help or help someone else.

NEWSLETTER

As usual we must appeal for articles for our Newsletter – 
As the saying goes “Use it or lose it”

QUERIES

The following query has been received can you help resolve it?  Does 
anyone know where they’re buried. Please reply to Isobel directly.

Name: Isobel Wilde 
E-Mail: shrapnel2010@hotmail.co.uk 
Subject: Finding a burial location 

I am trying to find the location of the grave of my great great great uncle, John
Hunter who drowned in Loch Linnhe on the 1st Nov. 1862. He was the captain of
a  small  coastal  vessel  called  the  'Jessica  and  Margarets'  which  sailed  from
Portyerrock, Wigtownshire. His body was found with that of Donald McVicar,
the first mate of another vessel. This information was on the death certificate. A
Wigtown  newspaper  reported  the  drowning  stating  that  they  were  given  a
descent burial.  Considering the distance, I assume that he was buried in Fort
William along with Donald McVicar.  I wonder whether you might be able to
suggest which cemeteries would be in use in 1862?
 
Isobel Wilde,
Newtonmore, Inverness-shire 
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It is 30 years since Robin (Torrie) MacLean succeeded his Aunt  Catriona
as the 18th  Laird of Ardgour.  Here’s a transcript of the talk lady Fiona
MacLean gave to the Group in 2008

The Macleans of Ardgour

The family of Maclean of Ardgour has been settled in North Argyll for around 600
years.  The Chieftains of Ardgour are, along with those of Torloisk on Mull, the only
Maclean family whose lands have continuously been in their hands since the Middle
Ages.

The  primary  reason  for  the  Ardgour  family’s  length  of  tenure  is  simply  that  of
primogeniture.  The family have been lucky enough to have had a supply of sons and
brothers in a continuous flow.  This prevented the fierce family feuds that have broken
up many landholdings.  It is fair also to say that the Macleans of Ardgour have always
kept their heads low.  Not wealthy enough in land to be caught up in national politics,
and too canny to invest in any grand idea, the family are a living testament to the
Maclean cry of ‘though I am poor, I am well born.  Thank God I am a Maclean’.

I  plan  to  trace  the  history  of  the  family  chronologically  through  the  Chieftains,
including their critical marriage alliances.  I hope that this genealogical survey will
shed light not just on the story of this one family, but also on the story of the West
Highlands in general.  

The first Maclean to arrive in Ardgour was Strong Donald the Hunter, MacGillean
Mor.  Donald, 1st of Ardgour,  was son to Lachlan Bronnach, 7th Chief and 3rd of
Duart and his mother was daughter to Tearlach Maclean of Carna, 1st of Kingairloch.
Terlach was the grandson of Hector Reganach, 1st of Lochbuie, so Donald linked the
two main branches of the Maclean clan.  The heir to Duart, however, was Lachlan
Bronnach’s son by the daughter of the Earl of Mar.  I assume that Donald, son of a
vital family alliance, was the elder and was disinherited by his better-connected half-
brother. 

Clan Maclean were leading supporters of the Lords of the Isles.  Alexander, 3rd Lord
of the Isles was said to be fond of this dispossessed young Donald, and elliptically told
him to ‘jump where the dyke is lowest’.  Donald took this to mean the weak Clan
MacMaster in Ardgour.  Embarking from Mull with a motley collection of followers,
including  Livingstones  and  Irish  Boyds,  Donald  invaded  Ardgour  and  put  the
MacMasters to the sword. It is a measure of the continuity of Ardgour life that my
daughter aged 6 in Primary School was told by her friend ‘The Boyds arrived with the
Macleans in 1432, and they have been doing their dirty work ever since’.



The date of this ethnic cleansing is not recorded.  There is a logic that it was soon after
the Battle of Inverlochy of 1431, when the Camerons and the MacIntoshes were still
in  disarray.   Ardgour  would  be  of  strategic  importance to  the  Lords  of  the  Isles,
commanding the Corran Narrows into the Great Glen.

Donald was a figure of legend, a warrior and a great hunter.  He was also a politician,
marrying Evere, daughter of Ewen, 10th Cameron of Lochiel.  The Ardgour family
now had a foot in both camps.  Their son Ewen, 2nd of Ardgour, from whom derives
the Ardgour patronym of Mac Mhic Eoghainn, became Seneschal to the Lord of the
Isles.  This was the era of the Lordship’s expansion into the Earldom of Ross. Ewen’s
Kingairloch grandfather and uncle were Constables of Castle Urquhart and Ewen was
to marry a daughter of Chisholm of Strathglass.  As warring factions irretrievably split
Clan Donald, the collapse of the Lordship of the Isles was very swift.  A tip event was
the Battle of Bloody Bay in the early 1480s. Angus Og, the challenger to his father
John, 4th Lord of the Isles, attacked Ewen of Ardgour’s galley, mistaking it for the
Duart galley.  This action precipitated the sea battle which led to the defeat of the fleet
of the Lord of the Isles.  Among the victims that day was said to be Ewen of Ardgour.

It was during the Chieftainship of Ewen’s son Lachlan, 3rd of Ardgour,  that, after
James IV stripped the Lord of the Isles of his lands and titles, the Macleans were in
1494 confirmed in the ownership of the lands of Ardgour by direct Royal charter. 

By  this  stage  there  were  five  leading  Maclean  families:  Duart,  Lochbuie,  Coll,
Kingairloch and Ardgour.  The island chieftains spent much time over the next two
centuries disputing who should be chief,  while intermarrying in  order to  keep the
lands  within  the  Clan.   Ardgour  was  relatively  detached from this,  as  the  family
looked east for alliances.  This is another reason why the 92,000 acres of Ardgour
remained intact.  It is also a reason why Clan Maclean as a whole never achieved
much in history.

Lachlan’s nephew John 4th of Ardgour was caught up in James V’s ‘Daunting of the
Isles’.  Pardoned by the King in 1542 for acts of piracy in the Solway, his lands were
also  confirmed  as  a  Barony  in  that  year.   John’s  allegiance  always  lay  with  the
Lordship of the Isles and he was one of the 17 Barons of the Council of the Isles that
dealt directly with Henry VIII of England in 1545.

Allan, 5th of Ardgour, succeeded his cousin John and, following the family tradition,
married a daughter of Lochiel, in this case Ewen, 13th  of Lochiel.  Allan’s young son
Ewen, 6th of Ardgour, was killed in 1592 by the MacDonnells of Keppoch in mistake
for  Allan,  16th of  Lochiel.   Ewen had made  the  error  of  emulating  his  cousin  in
wearing a  red coat  whilst  rowing in a  galley on Loch Leven.   Ewen had already
married a daughter of John, 5th Stewart of Appin, however, leaving an heir Allan.



The next phase was when the unity of the Ardgour landholdings was threatened.  The
child Allan’s tutor was his Uncle Charles who married the daughter of the 15 th Chief
of  Duart  and  had  himself  served  heir  to  Ardgour  in  1603.   After  various  legal
excursions, including Stewart of Appin imprisoning Charles in Castle Stalker, Charles
was paid off with the 15,000 good acres of Inverscaddle.  These lands were only
repurchased by the family two hundred years later.  

Allan, 7th of Ardgour, married a daughter of his father’s friend, Allan 16th of Lochiel.
Clan Maclean was loyal to the Stuarts and Allan served as an officer under Montrose.
Two  of  his  sons  fought  at  the  Battle  of  Inverkeithing  in  1651,  one  of  whom
subsequently died of wounds.  At this battle, Clan Maclean lost Sir Hector Roy, 18 th

Chief of Duart, and eight hundred men and it was said that ‘there were not enough
men left to plough and plant in Mull Morvern and Tiree for a generation’.

Allan’s son Ian Crubach, 8th of Ardgour, lived to be 92 and was Chieftain during the
troubled 17th century when the Earls of Argyll’s grasp of the realities of legal title and
the political system enabled them to take over the lands of the Maclean chieftains in
Mull, Coll and Tiree and by 1679 to secure Duart Castle itself.  In that year, Ian’s son
was unsuccessfully defending Kinlochaline Castle and Morvern against the Earl of
Argyll’s forces when the Campbells decided that to advance further into the mainland
from  Morvern  would  be  to  over-reach  themselves.   Once  again,  Ardgour  was
preserved by being detached from the Clan heartlands.  It is worth noting also that Ian
had in 1630 married a daughter of Archibald Campbell, 8th Captain of Dunstaffnage. 

Ian’s  eldest  son Ewen,  9th of  Ardgour,  married  a  daughter  of  11th Maclaine  of
Lochbuie.  A further six of Ian’s children married into other Maclean chieftainships
such as Kingairloch, Drimnin and Coll. One could speculate that under pressure from
the Government in  London,  as  represented by Clan Campbell,  the Macleans  were
turning back to their clansmen in solidarity.

Ewen’s son  Allan, 10th Ardgour, married a daughter of Sir Ewen, 17th of Lochiel,
succeeded his father in 1698, and died in 1756.  In common with all Macleans, the
family were Jacobite,   but Ardgour was not forfeited.  Allan had made his estate over
to his son John, the 11th Ardgour, in 1732, and John died in 1739 leaving his infant
son, Hugh, to inherit the Chieftainship. The 12th Laird of Ardgour was thus a minor
in 1745, and the estate was run by a series of Trustees, all Mull Macleans.  

The ‘45 was a turning point  in the history of the Highlands,  and the story of the
Ardgour family ably represents this.  While the Trustees of the Estate successfully
fought  off  a  legal  challenge  to  the  lands  of  Ardgour  from  Hugh’s  maternal
grandfather, Maclean of Corrie, Kingairloch, Hugh grew up in Glasgow to become a



W.S. and Burgess of Glasgow.  Hugh married Elizabeth Houston of Jordan Hill, a
lady with what one assumes was a considerable dowry from her family’s West Indies
trading interests. These were changed times indeed! 

It  was  Hugh  who  in  1766  built  the  Georgian  centre  of  Ardgour  House  using
Renfrewshire builders.  Hugh’s son Alexander, 13th of Ardgour, inherited Ardgour in
1768 and died in 1855 aged 90.  ‘The Colonel’, as he is known, was a tremendous
character  who shaped the  present  Estate.   After  service  in  the  Army,  he  became
Receiver-General of Taxes for Scotland.  He enlarged Ardgour House and laid out the
fine beech woodlands that make the policies of Ardgour so special today.  He was
Laird at a time of huge social change.  He did indeed introduce the ‘great white sheep’
to Ardgour, but he told his tenants ‘I had an aversion to any of you leaving your native
country’.  He offered them three farms on Ardgour divided up into four acre crofts.
The people of Ardgour came out of the glens and settled on what was the best land on
the Estate.  Alexander married a daughter of the 2nd Earl of Hopetoun, and they had
fourteen  children;  at  least  eight  of  the  ten  boys  were  sent  to  Harrow  for  their
education.  

In 1858 the Colonel’s son, Alexander 14th Laird, sold half the Estate, 46,000 acres, to
the Earl of Morton.  The sale of this land, now Conaglen, barely covered the heritable
debts on the Estate.  The Colonel had accumulated debt from the 1820s by being a
caring Laird to his people, but the economic conditions of the time also meant that
many Highland landowners were going bankrupt in the 1850s.   

Subsequent  Lairds  worked abroad in  order  to  maintain  the  Estate.  Alexander  14 th

Laird, married to the daughter of Lt-General Sir John Dalrymple of North Berwick,
worked in India as a lawyer until he returned in 1851.  His son Alexander Thomas,
15th of Ardgour, was a Judge in India, and returned with his wife Selina Dicken in
1880.  His son Alexander, 16th of Ardgour, succeeded his father when he was 10 in
1890.   Alexander  became  a  soldier  in  the  Argyll  and  Sutherland  Highlanders
serving .n India and Burma.  Home on leave in 1914 he joined the 2 nd Battalion.
Captured at Le Cateau he spent the rest of the war in prisoner of war camps.

Alexander 16th  Ardgour is still remembered fondly in the village of Ardgour today.
He married the Hon. Muriel Burns in 1918 and they had five daughters.  His wife was
daughter  of  3rd Baron  Inverclyde  of  the  Burns-Laird  shipping  line,  subsequently
Cunard.  It is said that to maintain a Highland Estate these days, one should marry an
heiress every second generation. 

Catriona, 17th of Ardgour, was a well known figure throughout Lochaber.  Catriona
inherited from her father in 1930 at the age of twelve and then had to fight a seven-
year legal battle from the age of seventeen to be granted the arms of Chieftain of
Ardgour.  She paved the way for many other women in this and other areas.  



Invoking the right of ‘tanistry’ she chose the son of her youngest sister as her heir.
Robin, 18th of Ardgour, matriculated his arms and those of his son Ewen when he
succeeded his aunt in 1988. 

Although a family can live in a quiet backwater and have little direct effect on
national culture or politics, the pattern of its family story provides us with a vivid
insight into the social changes in the history of the West Highlands. 

FM 

11/11/08

A VISIT TO YORK MINSTER

 On the 5th September 1871, the Archbishop of York visited Fort William and
conducted a Service of Confirmation in the Rosse Episcopal Chapel on behalf
of the Bishop of Argyll and The Isles. The Archbishop of York at that time was
the Most Revd. William Thomson.

The Rosse Chapel was the building erected in 1817 which preceded the present
St Andrew’s Church.

One of the seven people who were confirmed by the Archbishop that day was
27  year  old  Sarah  MacColl  from  Glencoe,  who  for  35  years  was  the
housekeeper to Canon Hugh MacColl, the last Incumbent of the Ross Chapel
and the first Rector of the new St Andrew’s Church.

Sarah MacColl was the great grand aunt of our member Mrs Cathie Campbell
and the great great grand aunt of our Chairman, Alisdair Campbell.

On  a  recent  holiday  in  York,  the
Campbells  –  our  Chairman  Alistair
and  his  Mum  Cathie  -  visited  York
Minster  and  saw  the  memorial  to
Archbishop  Thomson  on  the  right
hand side of the choir screen.   

William Thomson (1819–1890) was Archbishop of York from 1862 until 1890.

He died on 25th December 1890 and was buried at Bishopthorpe, the official
residence of the Archbishops of York.

Sarah MacColl  was the grand daughter of Duncan Kennedy, Glencoe whose
wife was Sarah Buchanan. Duncan was one of the many who were confirmed in
Glencoe in 1770 when the Episcopalian Bishop, Robert Forbes paid his historic
visit to the area.



A useful web-site -  https://www.lostcousins.com/ - which bases finding your
ancestors  on  the  freely  available  1881  British  Census.   However,  it’s
Founder – Peter Calver -  also provides really useful  articles  on various
genealogical matters.  If you’re interested in using DNA in particular his
series of articles are well worth a read.

CAN YOU PROVIDE AN ARTICLE  TO FILL THIS SPACE
DON’T LEAVE IT TO SOMEONE ELSE

https://www.lostcousins.com/


CHURCH now CAMERON SQUARE, Fort William – PAST and PRESENT



SCOTLAND FAREWELL
The People of the Hector

Donald Mackay

This is the story of the Highland Scots who sailed to
Pictou,  Nova Scota,  in  1773 aboard the brig  Hector.
These intrepid emigrants came for many reasons: the
famine of the previous spring, pressures of populaton
growth,  intolerable  rent  increases,  trouble  with  the
law, the hunger of landless men to own land of their
own. Upon arrival at Pictou, afer an appalling storm-
tossed crossing, they found they had been deceived.

The promised prime farming land turned out to be
virgin forest. Only the kindness of the Mi’kmaq and
the few New Englanders already settled there enabled
them to survive until they learned how to exploit the
forests and clear land. But survive they did, and their
prosperity encouraged shiploads of emigrants, many
fellow clansmen, to join them, making north-eastern
Nova Scotia a true New Scotland.

About the Author

Donald MacKay has had a forty-year career as journalist,  broadcaster and author.
Descended from Pictou County settlers, and born and educated in Nova Scotia, he was
a wartime merchant seaman,  has been a reporter for  Canadian Press,  and covered
major stories in a dozen countries for United Press International. He spent a decade as
chief European correspondent for UPI Broadcast Services, based in London, and was
general manager of UPI in Canada for five years before turning to writing books.

Donald and his wife, Barbara, live in Wolfville, Nova Scotia.
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