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Welcome  
from Chairman Bob Watson 

This is the 2019 Newsletter from Torthorwald Community Council 

(TCC) and one copy will be distributed to each household within the 

Council area (see the map on the back page). 

The Council meets on the third Monday of every month except 

December, in Torthorwald Village Hall and Collin Village Hall 

alternately.  All Council meetings are open to the public and provide a 

good opportunity to raise issues of concern.  Members of the public 

may often be invited to address the meeting if they can make a valid 

contribution.  Meetings are normally attended by some or all of the 

County Councillors representing the Lochar Ward; these are Ivor 

Hyslop, John Charteris, Jeff Leaver and Tracey Little, so our meetings 

can also be an opportunity to meet your County Councillors.  In 

addition we enjoy the close support of our Ward Officer, Derek 

Hextall, whose office is located in Lochthorn Library, and we have a 

cordial relationship with V Division of Police Scotland (Dumfries and 

Galloway).  There is usually a Police Officer present at our meetings, 

and a Police Report is part of our normal business.  We also keep a 

watching brief on all planning applications within our area. 

Mrs Isabel Cowan, who lived in Torthorwald and supported many 

local events, has left a large sum of money – over £50,000 – to the 

Community Council.  The June meeting of the Community Council is 

scheduled to take place in Torthorwald Village Hall on Monday 17 

June at 7:30 pm, and people from the local area are invited to come 

to this meeting to suggest ideas and projects for spending this money 

to the benefit of the community. 

 



During the year we have lost two members from the Council.  Marisa 

McAdam has retired after many years membership of the Council and 

we are extremely grateful to her for all her service.  In addition, John 

Campbell has had to withdraw from the Community Council as he is an 

elected member of the County Council, albeit in a different ward.  For 

the time being, these vacancies will remain unfilled. 

Vehicle Activated Signs have now been installed on the A709 at each 

end of Torthorwald and are not only having a positive effect in 

reducing the speed of traffic through the village but, even more 

importantly, are generating a great deal of data on traffic.  This data 

will be used by police and the roads department to plan future 

strategy. 

The Auld Tree Road in Collin has now been closed to vehicles beyond 

the entrance to the Travellers’ site and permanent barriers will be 

installed in due course. 

Collin Primary School is celebrating the 25th anniversary of the school 

extension and will host a Community Fun Day on Saturday 8th June.  

Admission is free and all are welcome.  This event is an experiment as 

an alternative to the annual bus trip for senior citizens and it is hoped 

that it will involve everyone, not just one section of the community. 

The Notice Boards located throughout the TCC area are there for the 

whole community, so if you have a notice to display on one or all of 

the boards you should contact any TCC member (see back page for 

names and phone numbers) to arrange for it. 

We are here to serve you primarily by offering a means of 

communication with your County Council and local services, and 

appreciate the privilege of representing your views, so please do keep 

in contact. 



“One of the Bletchley Park 
girls at work at the 
World’s first purpose-built 
computer centre.” 

A Generous Gift to Our Community 

Give us your ideas at 
the next TCC 

meeting on Monday 

June 17th at 7.30pm 
Torthorwald  

Village Hall 

Mrs Isabella Cowan  

...or Isabel as she was fondly known to us in the community, who died in June 2017, has very 

generously left a large sum of money, over £50,000, to Torthorwald Community Council for 

the benefit of the community.  

Isobel and her husband Bob, who died a few 
years previously, were great supporters of the 
Community and the Church ever since they 
came to live in Torthorwald in 1982. It is now 
known that Isobel was a member of the staff 
at Bletchley Park during WW2 when she took 
part in highly secretive intelligence gathering 
helping to bring the war to an end. Following 
her years in service to her country , Isobel 
followed a distinguished career with the SSEB 
until retiring in 1982. 

Do you have views on how this large sum 
of money should be spent? 

 If so, please   come to the TCC meeting on 
Monday 17th June at Torthorwald Hall, 
7.30pm where your suggestions will be 
welcomed and discussed. If you can’t 
attend the meeting, please contact any 
member of the community council 
beforehand (numbers on back page) and 
your suggestion will be included in the 
discussion. 



The hall is situated on the low road, in 

the village and is available for private 

individuals and community groups to use for events, parties, meetings etc. at still only £7 per 

hour and has a capacity of 90 people. 

The hall has disabled access including disabled toilet and a hearing loop for the hard of 

hearing. There are kitchen facilities and a meeting room at the rear of the hall. 

A regular Post Office Outreach facility is available every Tuesday and Thursday from 11:45 to 

13:45 

We had another successful children’s Christmas Party last year thanks to committee member 

Leona Milligan, and all the volunteers who helped out and a big thanks to Santa as we look 

forward to seeing him again this year. 

I would like to thank all the regular community groups from the Collin Gala, Social Club, W.I. 

and the KTT church who use the hall as without your support the hall could not be able to 

function.  

We had a successful bingo/quiz night last September and one in March of this year I’m sure 

everyone had a great time, the funds raised are to match fund our application for a grant 

from the ANCBC wind farm money to give the hall a complete internal facelift for the benefit 

of all.The committee are looking to run further bingo nights, quiz nights or race nights in the 

near future, so watch this space and check the notice boards, or our Facebook page. 

Thanks also to the Torthorwald Community Council for grant funding to purchase LED lights 

and new curtains or blinds to compliment the hall once all the decorating is complete. 

Thanks to the hall committee for their hard work in keeping the hall going, and if anyone 

from the Collin, Greenlea or the Racks areas who wish to be on the committee please come 

along to any of our two monthly meetings or the September AGM once a date has been 

finalised and displayed on the hall Facebook page and notice boards. 

Anyone who wishes to use the hall please contact by Email- collinvillagehall@gmail.com  or 
phone Fred Booth 01387 750319, John Campbell 01387 750922 or Jonah Thurgood 01387 
751138 
Chairman John Campbell 

Collin Village 
Hall 

mailto:collinvillagehall@gmail.com


Here at last!.... 

After 2 years of fund raising and organisation, 

vehicle activated signs are finally installed on 

the A709 in Torthorwald Village. Grants from  

the D&G Safety Fund and from the Strategic 

Timber Transport Scheme, for which  

Torthorwald Community Council is very 

grateful, were instrumental in helping TCC to 

achieve this goal. The remaining funds which 

were needed for the  purchase and installation 

of the speed signs was met by TCC after many 

generous contributions from people attending 

local fund raising events.  

The signs were installed in February this 

year. Since then traffic through the village 

has slowed down noticeably. Data collected 

by the new system in March shows that 

there were over 27,000 vehicles passing 

through the village and 80% complied with 

speed restriction of 30mph, a definite 

improvement on previous data collected  by 

other means. The on-going success of the 

new system will be monitored through 

regular data analysis.  Hopes are high that 

the speed signs will make a significant 

contribution to the safety of Torthorwald 

Village. Meanwhile TCC will continue to 

work towards a solution to traffic issues in 

the rest of our community. 

Helping to make Torthorwald a safer place 



The Community Council runs a 200 club and has done so for over 
25 years, in order to provide finance to assist with any events/

projects that the Community plan. In essence, the club collects in 
£1 per month from its members and gives out prize money 

totalling £85 each month with a top prize of £50. We are always 
looking for new club members who can pay yearly, quarterly or 
even monthly, with the money collected by representatives in 
each part of the Torthorwald, Collin, Annan Road, Racks and 

Greenlea areas. Please help the Community Council have funds at 
its disposal by contacting Tom Florey who co-ordinates the 200 
club, on 01387750918 and your local representative will then 

contact you. 

200  Club 

Tell us about it…. 

If you have an idea that would benefit the 
community or if there is a community issue 

you would like to discuss, do let the 
Community Council know and we will try to 

help. You can send an email to: 

Chairman: bob.wat@btinternet.com 

   Secretary: lindsay5445@btinternet.com 

Treasurer: castleyards@btinternet.com 

Or phone any of the Community Councillors.  

The numbers are on the back page. 

Take a look at our new web site for more news and information 

www.torthorwaldcommunitycouncil.org.uk 



This year Torthorwald Community 

Council are joining forces with 

Collin Primary School to organise a 

 Community Fun Day.  

Collin Primary School will be 

hosting the event and there will be 

lots of fun things to do for all the 

family.  

Many groups from around the 

community will be taking part in 

making this a memorable day. 



The event celebrates 25 years 

since the extension to the original 

village school, offering the 

opportunity to many more children 

to learn in this excellent school 

environment. 

If you were a pupil at the school 25 

years ago or if you know someone 

who was, we would be very keen 

to hear from you. Maybe you have 

a photo of yourself at that time. If 

so, we would love to include it in a 

display of ‘The classes of 1994’ 

Please contact Miller Cameron on 

01387 750652 



Cruck Cottage 
Another busy year at the Cruck Cottage! 

To start on a sad note, we lost one of our good friends recently, John Taylor, who was a valued and 
respected Committee member. He will be sorely missed. On a happier note, however, we have been 
joined over the past year by four new members, Kenny, Simon, Tam and Pauline. This is great news for 
us, and will help ensure the future of our Association. There is still room for more members, however! 

The early part of the year was spent getting things back to normal following the fire and the extensive 
repairs. 

Among other things, we had to take a serious look at security arrangements for the cottage, and to 
that end, thanks to a very generous gesture by one of our Cruck friends, we secured the installation of 
a very impressive CCTV system. We now feel much more secure, and this is yet another example of the 
fantastic support we enjoy from the local, and wider, community. 

Whilst there has not been a lot of 'casual' visitors over the past year, we have hosted various group 
visits, including a class of children from St Andrews Primary School, who were doing a project on the 
Jacobites, and were interested to see what living conditions were like during that period. We also 
welcomed groups of ladies from both Johnstonebridge and Mouswald SWI recently. These are the sort 
of visits we would like to encourage, and would be pleased to hear from any other group that might be 
interested. We have also carried out presentations to the local Rotary club, and Gretna General 
Interest Group. 

We carried out the usual maintenance at the cottage, but the highlight was the weeding and cleaning 
of the cobbles on the drive, and round the cottage. A large number of our local friends turned out one 
Sunday, and within a couple of hours, the area had been transformed! Well done all. 

The Cruck garden is in need of a makeover, and we would like to develop it into a nature friendly area, 
with bushes and shrubs that will attract butterflies and bees, etc. We have already planted a few, but if 
anyone has anything suitable to spare, we would be very pleased to have them. 

 



Our annual Christmas evening went well 
again, and a capacity crowd enjoyed our 
usual fare of mince pies (including great 
home bakes by Jean and Linda!) and 
mulled wine. Also this time we offered 
non alcoholic fruit punch, which went 
down well. Christmas carols were sung, 
to music provided by our 'resident' 
musician, Bob. As always Marsia 
organised a bumper raffle, with almost 
everyone leaving with a prize! Special 
thanks to our good friend, Margaret 
Dunnington for the decorations and 
display. 

We have more group visits and presentations on the calender, and also are pleased to report that we 
will be taking part in the local Doors Open Days in September this year. 

Solway Heritage are keen to relinquish ownership of the cottage, and our Association are hoping to 
take it on. It has always been my opinion that, regardless of the legal owner, the cottage belongs to 
the local community, and our Association are the custodians. Rest assured we will do our best to 
protect and ensure its future. 

My personal thanks once again to all who have supported us over the past year, not least our 
Community Council, who have been generous to us with  grants from the wind farm fund. Also my 
thanks to my Committee for their unstinting support.  

Bill Lawson 

TCC Meetings 2019 

May 20th   Collin Village Hall 

June 17th   Torthorwald Village Hall 

July 15th   Collin Village Hall 

August 19th   Torthorwald Village Hall 

September 16th (AGM) Collin Village Hall 

October 21st   Torthorwald Village Hall 

November 18th  Collin Village Hall 

December –no meeting 



Torthorwald Village Hall 

 

Gosh where did last year go again, the years are passing so fast, it seems no time since I was 

doing the last article for the village hall. For those who don’t know, the Torthorwald Hall is 

situated on Linns Road and is the last building on the right-hand side as you leave the village. 

 

The Hall activities continue to be well supported. We have “family bingo” on a Friday night 

once a month from October to April, the short mat bowling is on a Tuesday evening from 

7.30 to 9 pm, and we would welcome anyone interested in joining us. This is a fun evening 

and would probably appeal to families - the Hall has bowls you can use. The charge for 

children is £1 and adults £1.50p.  Unfortunately, the Tai Chi had to stop at the end of the 

year due to lack of numbers but we hope this will resume again in the future.   A very 

successful St. Andrews night was held with John Caskie and friends and once again it was a 

complete sell out.   The Hall is also used by the Community Council for their meetings every 

second month, KTT Guild and various private lets for parties etc. Watch notice boards and 

our village hall Facebook page for more information on coming events! 

(www.facebook.com/torthorwaldhall)   

 

 

Christmas Family Bingo 2018 

http://www.facebook.com/torthorwaldhall


Our BIG project this year has been the upgrading 

of toilet facilities in the Hall. We are modernising 

the ladies and gents into one to create unisex 

facilities which will make best use of the space 

available allowing us to also incorporate separate 

less-abled and baby changing areas within the 

toilets. Our Hall Sub Committee have been 

working extremely hard in achieving our aims. 

Significant funding support from the Annandale & 

Nithsdale Community Benefit Company (ANCBC) 

and Armstrong Waste Management via the South West Environmental Action Trust 

(SWEAT), for which we are extremely grateful, has enabled the project to happen. Following 

planning consent earlier in the year work has been progressing well and it’s anticipated the 

project will be completed by the 23 May 2019. 

Unfortunately, the Hall has been out of commission since the beginning of April due to the 

upgrading work but, with its imminent completion and extension of the facilities it offers 

(less-abled and baby changing areas),  we are looking forward to yet another successful year 

and hope that we can exceed the 60+ Hall lets we had last year. The seating capacity for the 

Hall remains at 80.   The Trustees of the Nicholson Trust have agreed to keep the hourly rate 

at a very competitive £8 for the let of the Hall.   Everyone who uses the Hall comments on 

how comfortable and welcoming it is – why not try it out yourself if you have a function or 

event planned?   

 Enquiries for booking to Jean Wilson, 01387 750642 

Thanks to you all for your support. 

 

Frank Wilson  

Chairman 

Collin W.I. meets in Collin Village Hall on the third Wednesday of every month from 

September to May. 

 

A warm welcome awaits you so please come along and see for yourself. If anyone would 

like more information regarding our organisation please do not hesitate to contact Annie 

Henderson on 01387 750724 

 

C ollin W.I. meets in Collin Village Hall on the third Wednesday of every month from 
September to May. This year lively and interesting topics have included a cooking 

demonstration, talks on local historical places, arts and crafts, a choral concert, talk on 
Japanese life, jewellery design, local famous women and a history of the cinema. 
Christmas lunch, and a games night have also been thoroughly enjoyed by all and 
competitions and quizes have brought an entertaining challenge to all who wanted to 
take part. 

 
A warm welcome awaits you so please come along and see for yourself. If anyone would 
like more information regarding our organisation please do not hesitate to contact Annie 
Henderson on 01387 750724  



 Our club has grown this year with new members from 
Racks, Greenlea and even Georgetown. 

Chairman Ray Bastow has introduced new ideas with 
enthusiasm and we regularly receive advice and support 
from  Age Scotland. 

Two particularly popular meetings attracted a large 
turnout this session. The Blood Bikers came to the hall 
and collected over £100 in donations. Then there was 
another interested audience for Brian Morell from the 
Wetlands Trust who gave a film and a talk on the local 
ospreys. 

Lynda, our very helpful tea-convenor, entertained us with her experiences as a midwife in 
the Middle East. Other speakers were:- Heather from Age Scotland, John Shannon from the 
Prison Service, Rolf Buvert  story teller, and newcomer to the village Jackie Paddison, who 
told us about Galloway’s wildlife. 

Local musician Scott Dougan returned with his saxophone and a musical quiz, and earlier in 
the year we were introduced to some new bakery products by Morrison’s staff. 

In January we had an excellent lunch at the Jolly Harvester in Calside and soon we will visit 
the cheese-maker at Mousewald before having refreshments at our favourite Drummuir Ice 
Cream farm.  

A day trip to Maryport is planned for the end of our session in June as we now take a break 
in July and August. 

Delegates from the group have attended the network meetings in Dumfries organised by 
Age Scotland, and the secretary had a wonderful day in Glasgow at their Annual Conference. 
Anita Manning, of TV’s Antiques Roadshow fame, addressed the huge crowd and presented 
awards to various groups. 

Anyone interested in joining us, please contact Ray on 750515 or Betty on 750445. 

Hi, from 
Collin Social 

Group 



Does this sound familiar? Are you fed up of being expected to access services online?  Well 

help is at hand.  Nowadays more and more services can only be accessed online. If you don’t 

have a computer or a smart phone and/or you don’t have the necessary skills to use one, 

things can get very distressful if you need to access, for example, your electricity account. 

Many are only accessible online now.  

There is help out there but perhaps not generally known about by the people who need it 

because their main form of communication is online! 

Below is a list of some organisations and their phone numbers who can help. They all have 

internet web sites of course which have been included in case you know someone who can 

look them up for more information. 

How would you feel about a local community service that would offer help and advice about 

internet access and perhaps a local class to learn the basics of using a computer and/or a 

mobile smart phone? Let us know by contacting any of the TCC members (phone numbers 

on the back of the newsletter). 

Libraries  030 33 33 3000 

https://www.dumgal.gov.uk/article/15307/Public-

computers  

Age Scotland  0800 12 44 222  

 helpline@agescotland.org.uk  

Abilitynet  0800 269 545  

https://abilitynet.org.uk 

The IT Centre  01556 503167 

https://www.dumgal.gov.uk/article/15307/Public-computers
https://www.dumgal.gov.uk/article/15307/Public-computers
mailto:helpline@agescotland.org.uk
https://abilitynet.org.uk/


 
Torthorwald Community Council Boundary 

With thanks to all 

who have 

contributed to this 

newsletter 

Your Local Councillors 

tracey.little@dumgal.gov.uk  

john.charteris@dumgal.gov.uk  

Ivor.Hyslop@dumgal.gov.uk  

Jeff.Leaver@dumgal.gov.uk  
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Your Community Councillors 

Robert Watson (Chair) Telephone:750830 

Miller Cameron (Vice Chair)          750652 

Lindsay Florey (Secretary)          750918 

Pauline Dear (Treasurer)          750343 

Moira Weatherup           750432 

Betty Paisley            750445 

Lesley Gordon           750758 

Mark Hughes            750798 

John Carson            750225 

Bill Hitchens            751009 

Cath Mundell            750256 

A digital copy of this 

newsletter can be 

found on our web site. 

www.torthorwaldcommunitycouncil.org.uk 

mailto:tracey.little@dumgal.gov.uk
mailto:john.charteris@dumgal.gov.uk
mailto:Ivor.Hyslop@dumgal.gov.uk
mailto:Jeff.Leaver@dumgal.gov.uk

