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Clerk to the Council Hazel Brinton 35 Hannah Drive, Locking, Weston s Mare BS24 7JS 

 

Minutes of the Brean Parish Annual Council Meeting held on 6
th

 

September 2021 at Brean Village Hall 

 
Present      
Chairman            Cllr T Hicks 
Councillors        M Chatterton, M Ford, J Gauntlett 
 
Also in attendance District Cllr Tony Grimes and eight members of the public 
 
Before the meeting commenced, a minute’s silence was held to recognise the death of local 
resident, Robert Munn who had been active in the community with the Brean and Berrow Residents’ 
Association and Coastline. 
 

38/21 Declaration of Acceptance of Office 
Co-opted member, Jane Gauntlett, signed her Declaration of Acceptance of Office in front of 
the clerk and duly took her seat as a parish councillor. 
 
The Chairman reminded all present that there were still two vacancies for councillors and 
encouraged applications from residents via the clerk. 
 

39/21 Apologies 
Cllr Peter Wright. 
 

40/21 Declaration of Interests 
There were no declarations of interest. 
  

41/21 Approval of minutes 
The minutes of the meeting held on 26th July 2021 were approved as a correct record of the 
meeting. 
 

42/21 To respond to members of the public 
Questions were asked by members of the public in respect of anti-social behaviour of visitors 
to the village; car parking; beach management; signage; RNLI risk assessment; lifeguarding; 
land yachts and kite buggies and the late Joan Jackman’s legacy. 
 

43/21 To hear from the District and County councillors and the police 
 

District Cllr offered to make himself available to listen to residents’ concerns raised during 
42/21. 
 

44/21 Planning and premises licenses applications 

 Application No: 06/20/00009 for Mr Smith 
Location: 4 Church Road, Brean, Burnham on Sea, Somerset, TA8 2SF 
Proposal: Retrospective application for the erection of a wooden lodge with 
chimney to house internal BBQ. 
 
Application is under consideration 
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45/21 New planning and premises licenses applications. 
There were none. 
 
Councillors had been consulted on Sedgemoor District Council’s draft Gambling Policy. 
 
Resolved: that the parish council had no observations on the draft Gambling Policy. 
 

46/21 Parish Council Elections May 2023 
The council had been consulted on whether it believed that parish council elections due in 
May 2023 should be brought forward to May 2022 to coincide with the election of the new 
unitary shadow authority as stand alone elections were very costly for parish councils. 
 
Resolved: to support the movement of the local council elections from May 2023 to May 
2022 in line with elections for the new unitary shadow authority. 
 

47/21 Beach Management 
The Chairman confirmed that the Sanditon filming would take place over three days in 
September. 
 
He further updated councillors on meetings of the joint working party with Sedgemoor District 
Council and the consideration of legal matters in relation to the beach.  A draft view had 
been received but further work was required in conjunction with Mr Harris’ solicitor in relation 
to the beach access lease.  He noted that he was hopeful that the council would receive the 
draft advice by the end of that week and that a further working party meeting would take 
place the following Monday (13th).  The legal advice would be given to SDC for review by its 
own legal team and the RNLI risk assessment would be considered alongside it to come up 
with a proposal for the management of the beach going forwards. 
 
He noted that SWATK was due to start during the first weekend of October as per the 
byelaws and that a competition (to be confirmed) was due on 30/31st October.  A debate 
took place on the donation amount and whether parking fees were charged. 
 
The clerk responded to councillors’ questions confirming that the beach wardens should not 
be opening up SDC’s toilets at the request of third parties and that any matters in relation to 
the beach warden’s vehicle need to be brought to Northam Farm’s attention by the beach 
wardens themselves. 
 
Cllr Chatterton confirmed that the RNLI lifeguarding at Berrow had now finished and noted 
how helpful they had been to the wardens on Brean beach. 

 

48/21 Village Matters 

 Queen’s Platinum Jubilee beacon – Resolved: that the parish council had no 
suitable land on which to light a beacon and that the National Trust land at Brean 
Down would be the most appropriate location. 

 Village Hall public toilets – Cllr Ford reported on the revised plans that had 
been circulated to councillors.  Resolved: to move the entrance to the south side 
of the block and add a new bus shelter with the intention of reducing anti-social 
behaviour. 
Cllr Ford would speak further with architect to move the structure further to the 
east to incorporate a new bus shelter. 

 Bus shelter survey – the Chairman thanked Cllr Ford for his work on surveying 
the bus shelters and noted the issues highlighted.  Resolved: to ask Alan Hicken 
to quote for painting and removing graffiti and the ivy. 

 Village Hall – Cllr Chatterton reported that he was still the sole member of the 
Village Hall Committee and asked for volunteers to come forward to help him.  He 
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noted that he had applied for a grant to purchase bike racks and that he had been 
asked whether WIFI could be installed in the hall which he was also looking into. 
 
He noted that the Trust deed governing the management of the hall required up 
to 15 members on the committee many of whom should be nominated by groups 
within the village. 

 Late night disturbance – the groups of young boys who had caused the 
disturbance had been located on local sites, warned of their behaviour and told 
they were not welcome back. 
 

49/21 Approval of cheques, online payments and Direct Debits for the current month’s      
      expenditure 

 
Resolved: to approve the payments for the month. 
 

50/21 Financial matters 
 

i. Resolved: to note the bank reconciliations as presented by the clerk. 
ii. Resolved: to note the income and expenditure report from the clerk to 31st August 

2021. 
iii. Resolved: to note the conclusion of the audit by the external auditors with no 

observations made 
iv. Resolved: to note the increase in the clerk’s hours from 8 to 11 per month at 

council’s request with effect from 1st August 2021 as a beach manager could not be 
recruited.  The clerk clarified that she was not available for operational beach matters 
and that the parish council had a separate beach management committee to whom 
the wardens could refer for day to day assistance.  The clerk was undertaking the 
managerial aspects including any negotiations surrounding the use of the beach for 
filming etc. 
 

51/21 Future agenda items  
- Winter beach opening 

  

52/21 Date of next meeting 
The next meeting would be on 4th October at 7pm at the village hall. 
 
The Chairman declared the public part of the meeting closed at 20.20. 

 

53/21 To resolve that members of the press and public be excluded from the meeting during  
consideration of the following agenda items by reason of the confidential nature of 
the items of business to be transacted, in accordance with section 1(2) of the Public 
Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 
It was so resolved. 
 

54/21 Clerk’s scale point 
Resolved: to agree that the clerk’s scale point be 22 (new scale) as per her contract terms 
with effect from April 2020. 

 


