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Clerk to the Council Hazel Brinton 35 Hannah Drive, Locking, Weston s Mare BS24 7JS 

 

Minutes of the Brean Parish Council Meeting held on 7
th

 March 

2022 at Brean Village Hall 

 
Present      
Chairman            Cllr T Hicks 
Councillors        Cllrs J Augustus, M Ford, J Gauntlett, N McCoy, P Wright 
 
Also in attendance: District Cllr Tony Grimes, County Cllr Bob Filmer and 5 members of the 
public. 
 
Before the start of the meeting, the Chairman asked for a minute’s silence to mark the passing of 
former councillor Don Holland. 
 

116/21 Apologies 
 

Cllr Martin Chatterton. 
 

117/21 Declaration of Interests 
 

The Chairman declared an interest in agenda item 122/21. 
  

118/21 Approval of minutes 
 

The minutes of the meeting held on 7th February were approved as a correct record 
of the meeting. 

 

119/21 To respond to members of the public 
 
Members of the public asked various questions on the management of the beach and 
toilet facilities including any income to the parish council going forwards. 

 

120/21 To hear from the District and County councillors and the police 
 

County Cllr Filmer reported on the following items from Somerset County Council 
(SCC): 

 Number of Covid cases, hospitalisations and death rate 

 Local government reorganisation 

 Local Community Networks – planning and licensing will not form part of 
these 

 Budget and council tax setting at SCC 

 Recycle More 

 Ukraine and SCC’s policy of housing refugees 
 

District Cllr Grimes reported on the following items from Sedgemoor District Council 
(SDC): 

 Meeting with SDC officers regarding the beach management 

 Pressure on officers during the transition to the unitary authority 
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Cllr Filmer and Cllr Grimes were asked questions regarding planning, enforcement 
and the impact on staff of the reorganisation. 

 

121/21 Planning and premises licenses applications 

County Cllr Filmer and District Cllr Grimes left the room 

 

 Application No: 06/20/00009  
Applicant: Mr Smith 
Location: 4 Church Road, Brean, Burnham on Sea, Somerset, TA8 2SF 
Proposal: Retrospective application for the erection of a wooden lodge with 
chimney to house internal BBQ. 
 
Application is under consideration 
 

 Application No: 06/21/00012 
Applicant: Mr Dunn 
Location: The Highway, Warren Road, Brean, Burnham on Sea, Somerset, 
TA8 2RR 
Proposal: Proposed siting of lodge as additional accommodation. 
 
Application granted permission under delegated authority 
 

 Application No: 06/21/00013 
Applicant: Mr Quinton 
Location: Marram Dune, Church Road, Brean, Burnham on Sea, Somerset, 
TA8 2SF 
Proposal: Proposed single storey side (South) extension and first floor rear 
(West) balcony with external stair case and 1.8m privacy screen. 
 
The council was being consulted on changes to the original planning 
application.  The council heard from the applicant that the plans had been 
revised to exclude the balcony and privacy screen which were the basis for 
the parish council’s previous objection.  Given that these had now been 
removed from the plans, the council: 
Resolved: to remove its objection to the application and support  
 
The clerk would inform the planning officer of the change. 
 

 Application No: 06/21/00011 
Applicant: Mr Miles 
Location: Selwood Farm, Brean Road, Lympsham, Weston-super-mare, 
Somerset, BS24 0HD 
Proposal: Change of use and conversion of barns into 2no. holiday lets. 
 
Application is under consideration 
 

122/21 New planning and premises licenses applications. 
 

 Licensing Act 2003 
Application to Vary a Premises Licence 
Northam Farm Caravan Park, South Road, Brean, Burnham on Sea, TA8 
2SE 
The applicant wishes to place a 7m x 3m container bar into the area covered 
by the current Premises Licence. 
 
The Chairman declared an interest and left the room. 
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After debate, it was: 
Resolved: to offer no comments on the four licensing objectives. 
 

123/21 Consultation on Sedgemoor Playing Pitch Strategy and Sedgemoor Built  
  Facilities Strategy 

The parish council had no playing pitches or built facilities so had no observations to 
offer. 
 

124/21 Beach Matters 

 Land yacht and vehicle incident on Sunday 27 February – the Chairman 
reported on outcome of the clerk’s request to the Brean Land Yacht Club and 
the beach warden’s on their view of the incident.  It was noted that anyone 
sailing under the auspices of the BLYC was insured.  SDC had been informed 
of the incident. 
Resolved: the clerk would write to the third party with the details of the 
outcome of the investigation and no further action would be taken. 

 Buggy racing – the parish council noted the incident and the actions taken 
by the beach warden in informing the police.  SDC had been informed of the 
incident as they were taking over the management of the beach.  No further 
action could be taken. 

 Brean Land Yacht Club – members noted that it would be taking place on 26 
and 27 March 2022 

 Filming – members noted that students from the University of the West of 
England had requested to film.  The activity would be covered by the UWE 
risk assessment and insurance.  There would be no requirements for the 
council to manage the activity or open the gates and the clerk would ask for a 
copy of the risk assessment. 
Resolved: that no fee would be payable as it was a not for profit activity. 
 

Members further noted that whilst a precept was now being levied on residents, they 
were receiving considerable benefit in return as without the beach income in the past, 
the precept would have been considerably higher.  SDC was investing a large 
amount into the beach at Brean which would bring a number of benefits to the village 
and which the parish council itself could not have afforded to fund. 

 

125/21 Financial Matters 

 Resolved: to approve payments as presented by the clerk for the current 
month’s expenditure.  It was noted the electricity bill was £12.08 which was 
for the standing charge only at the Village Hall toilet block.  This would not be 
removed until the meter was taken out as part of the refurbishment. 

 Resolved: to note the bank reconciliations for February 2022 

 Resolved: to note an income and expenditure statement as at 28th February 
2022.   

 Advertising revenue – the clerk was asked to invoice an advertiser.  It was 
reported that other advertisers were having their posters printed so they 
would advertise in due course whilst some had not yet responded.  Cllr 
Gauntlett would approach other small businesses such as taxis and come 
back to the council with a proposed fee to be agreed. 

 Resolved: to award a grant of £375 towards the costs of grass cutting at St 
Bridget’s Church 

 Resolved: to grant an amount of £715 to cover the costs of the servicing of 
the village clock at the Methodist Church.  The clerk was asked to enquire 
whether the service could take place every five years instead of three to cut 
down costs. 
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 Noted: that the clerk’s salary will be paid by standing order with effect 1st April 
2022 
 

126/21 Village Matters 

 Village Hall public toilets/bus shelter project – Cllr Ford reported that building 
drawings were awaited from the architect before the project could be put out to 
tender. 

 Village Hall – Cllr Chatterton was not present at the meeting. 

 Speed Indicator Device – Cllr Augustus reported on progress.  Locations have 
been sent to the SCC Highways Engineer for approval and quotations for devices 
requested.  He had also received a price of £15 to move the device every two 
weeks as per requirements although it was noted that they could be left switched 
off for two weeks instead.  It was proposed that parishioners would be asked for 
their view at the Annual Parish Meeting. 

 Transfer of management of Brean Beach to SDC – members received the 
following information by way of update on the transfer of the management of 
Brean beach to SDC: 

o All arrangements for the handover are proceeding as previously advised 
o A grant of £10k had been given towards the refurbishment of the toilets at 

the Village Hall 
o The warden would transfer to SDC and new wardens also recruited.  A 

training day was planned for the following week 
o A new kiosk would be installed 
o A telephone line and internet would be installed for card payments 
o Installation of the posts had been contracted with a gap being left for 

emergencies 
o Legal matters were progressing but the Crown Estate lease would take 

longer 
o Update meetings would happen with SDC 
o There would be an end of season review with residents 
o RNLI – an observation tower would be installed 
o Extra vehicles would be purchased 
o Seaweed – SDC agreed to monitor and use community litter pick groups 

 
A member asked whether holding onto the lease with the Crown Estate would give 
the parish council more influence over SDC’s plans for the beach.  The Chairman 
noted that there would be a Memorandum of Understanding between the parish 
council and SDC to regulate beach matters.  A question was asked about the 
clearing of footpaths and whether this would still be done by business owners.  The 
Chairman indicated that he thought they would.  The clerk reminded members that 
there was no obligation on private individuals to clear the paths; they do it voluntarily 
as Public Rights of Way fall under SCC to manage but as sand is considered to be a 
natural material which shifts with the weather, SCC rarely step in to clear the paths 
and whilst local businesses have cleared paths in the past, there is no obligation for 
them to continue to do so and the parish council has no influence over this. 
 
The clerk was asked to contact Warren Farm about recent sand clearance from 
Wyndham Caravan Park which appeared to include grass and green netting. 

 Cycling on footpaths – the response from the Highways Engineer at SCC 
was noted in that it would not be desirable nor feasible to restrict cycling on 
the footpath at the point requested by Cllr Gauntlett on behalf of residents. 
 

127/21 Future agenda items 
No future agenda items noted. 
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Cllr Augustus requested an update from a member of the public present at the 
meeting on his planning application which had been ongoing for over a year. 
 
The clerk was asked to report a collapsed grate at the corner of Weston Road and 
Ham Road. 
 

128/21 Date of next meeting 
The next meeting would be on 4th April at 19.00 at the Village Hall. 
 
The Chairman declared the public part of the meeting closed at 20.19 
 

129/21 To resolve that members of the press and public be excluded from the meeting during
   consideration of the following agenda items by reason of the confidential nature of the 
  items of business to be transacted, in accordance with section 1(2) of the Public Bodies 
  (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 

It was so resolved. 
 

130/21 Clerk’s salary and scale point increase 
Resolved: to agree the increase in the clerk’s scale point to SCP23 (formerly SCP29 
on old scale) with effect from 1st October 2021 (backdated) as per the terms and 
conditions of her employment and contract and to note the backdated salary to be 
paid.  To further note the 1.75% increase in pay rate as agreed between the unions 
and employers backdated to April 2021. 
 
The meeting closed at 20.27. 


