
    

PRIDE IN PORTBURY 
PARISH NEWSLETTER UPDATE AND ANNUAL REPORT – 

AUGUST 2020 
 
Hello Portbury, it’s time to update you all on a number of fronts. This is an extended 
report, but there is lots of important stuff in here so please do read on. 
 
We’ve been living with the Coronavirus outbreak for so many weeks and months now 
that it seems like nothing else has been happening. In fact, our 2019-20 Annual term 
finished as long ago as April, just after lockdown started, and we have closed off last 
year’s accounts and begun afresh for the 2020-21 term.  Given that public gatherings 
of more than 30 people are still not allowed we have decided to provide you with our 
annual report via this  newsletter so that we can tell you about what has been going 
on and what lies in the future.  
 
Happily, we finished last year in a healthy financial position with our reserves slightly increased to 
£20983, despite the extra costs we incur due to maintenance and general tidiness activities. 
Approximately £9000 of reserves are already earmarked as you’ll find out below. This means that 
we are still in a position to fund a number of projects that would improve the Village, more of that 
later. Councillor Duncan Longstaff stepped down in May, we thank him here for the efforts he put 
in whilst on your Council. Other Councillors have absorbed the responsibilities that Duncan held, 
this has put extra workload onto our remaining 5 volunteers and the Clerk; more helping hands 
would be most welcome as none of us can carry on indefinitely. Please let us know if you are 
interested in helping out. Further below is an idea of the sort of thing you might get involved in. 
 
As I said above, it’s easy to think that last year was dominated by Covid-19, but in fact 
it was right at the end of the normal Council term that it all began. Let me start with the 
period of the Pandemic however and say how lucky we were to have so many people 
step forward to set up the telephone “helpline” when lockdown started. Your Council 
covered the cost of the mobile phones that were used, but without the voluntary effort alongside 
this helpline would have not been as successful. PPC was also in weekly communication with 
North Somerset Council who supplied us with names of people that they believed to be in 
possible need of support, along with their contact details. We acted upon that and contacted each 
person by telephone to ensure that they were ok and put them in touch with the “Helpline” so that 
they knew how to get support. So, one way or another there was a good safety net for people 
who needed shopping, prescriptions etc but were unable or unhappy to venture out themselves. 
I’d like to take this opportunity to thank all of the many volunteers who got involved in this via the 
“WhatsApp” group. You know who you were. Well done all.  
 
The Covid situation led to our Lengthsman needing to shield until August and this left us with a 
problem of how to keep on top of the small, but important things that need doing every week. I’d 
like to thank all our Councillors and other volunteers who picked litter, emptied dog poo bins, cut 
grass and did general vegetation trimming over many weeks of sweltering temperatures. This 
was at a time when none of the “normal” stuff stopped, there were still planning applications to 
examine, fault reports to register with NSC etc etc. At the same time we were involved in on-line 
meetings with NSC who were trying to keep in touch with all that was happening.   
 

Then of course we had the “occupation” of the field along Caswell 
Lane by a group of travellers. This seemed to happen as a result of 
an insecure gate, which is very unfortunate. People may remember 
the fencing that was erected last year at the side of the Village Hall. 
This was again done by Council volunteers and was precisely to 
avoid that particular field being occupied, as the lay-by was later in 
the year! So, we try our best to keep on top of security and now 



have a telephone contact list of landowners in the immediate vicinity of the Village so that we can 
alert them if we see an insecure gate. In the longer term we do need to decide what we would like 
to happen at the lay-by on the A369. It’s a real eyesore at times. Despite the many hours spent 
by Councillors bagging up litter, it just returns. We are sure that some of the litter there, and along 
the lane into the Village, is from our own residents who are returning from the bus stop having 
been to McDonalds in Portishead, some will have seen my Facebook post about that. Surely, we 
can expect our own residents to have more respect for the Village. If we press for closure of the 
lay-by the litter problem may not go away, and the cars may just park in the Village instead. So 
there is no simple answer to this problem. More on parking stuff later. 
 
Regrettably the behaviour of motorists passing through the Village during lockdown has 
worsened with speeds increasing noticeably! This is perhaps because of less traffic to slow them 
down and now bad habits have returned. We are doing what we can to get more traffic calming, 
even agreeing this in principle with NSC is an uphill struggle. We need constant data to back us 
up. And yes, another plea for volunteer help! We don’t have enough speedwatchers to carry out 
regular monitoring. Apart from volunteer Councillors we only have a small number of people 
trained up. Please help us and join our speedwatch group, you’d be asked to do an hour of 
monitoring maybe once a month if we have enough people to form a rota. 
 
Let me now look back further in the year which was as busy as usual. We continue to deal with a 
lot of issues on your behalf. I’ll try to summarise the key points here for you.  
 
Planning 
 
There was the usual steady flow of planning applications to consider, some 14 in total. Our start 
position on applications remains one of trying to help, unless we have concerns with the idea or 
concept of what is proposed, or if there are underlying non-compliance issues that need to be 
addressed. In only one case did we issue a formal objection to a proposal, and in one case we 
suggested an alternative design. It’s important to understand that we don’t decide upon 
applications, we are a consultee along with any other members of the public, who are equally 
entitled to comment to North Somerset Council. In some cases NSC will specifically ask our view, 
this would be mainly in the case of a sensitive site or building. In these cases they do seek our 
local knowledge and also take account of the objectives within our emerging Neighbourhood 
Plan.  We take our role in planning approvals very seriously and always study residents’ 
proposals carefully. Some applications take more time than others and the workload for us here 
is continuous. 
 
North Somerset Local Plan  
 
The National Planning Inspectorate has rejected the local plan most 
recently put forward by North Somerset Council. The grounds for this 
were numerous and mainly centered on the deliverability of what was 
proposed in terms of building of new houses and also on the accuracy of 
the calculated demand for them. This means that a new Plan is out for 
consultation and we are putting together a response to this first stage at 
the moment. This early stage consultation is mainly about scope and 
consideration of the challenges faced by the plan, so there is nothing specific to consider so far 
as Portbury is concerned, but if anyone wishes to review and comment on the plan so far then 
please go to this site. Consultation is open unitl 2nd September. 
 
What does this mean for Portbury? It’s difficult to answer that question until we know what the 
outputs from the plan process are, but inevitably it means that the housing numbers that will 
appear in the overall regional plan will increase from what they were. We are protected by “Green 
Belt” status but that does not give us total certainty over the future. We are therefore now 
finalising stage 1 of our own Neighbourhood Plan and will be consulting on that with you as soon 
as it is ready. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.n-somerset.gov.uk/my-services/planning-building-control/planning-policy/our-local-plan/local-plan-2038/challenges-consultation-summer-2020


Portbury Sites  
 
We already know that there are 4 potential development sites within Portbury that have been 
registered at North Somerset Council as areas that could take possible housing development. 
Those sites have been described to you before. What we now know is that there is a potential 5th 
site that is being promoted as a possible development area. This site is along Caswell Lane, 
immediately next to the stream to the North of the main road. The site adjoins the Rugby Club 
and Gordano Sharks are working in partnership with the landowner to explore ways of expanding 
their own facilities, and car parking, towards Portbury. We have no details of exactly what might 
be proposed but the picture below shows the approximate area involved. 
  

 
There is no planning application being proposed at the moment, but we will evaluate this site 
along with the others in our Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
Shipway Farm Proposals 
 
If you have followed our agendas and/or minutes you might have noticed that as long as 12 
months ago we were informed that Bristol Port Company were advancing proposals to develop 
Shipway Farm, along Sheepway, as a further site for storing cars. The picture below shows the 
area in question. This would be an encroachment onto Green Belt land and has been attempted 
once before but was refused. Your Council has been 
informed that the Port Company (BPC) wish to hold 
public information sessions with Portbury Residents 
so that we might get an understanding of what is 
proposed. The dates for these sessions, in the 
Village Hall, have not been finalised at the time of 
writing this report. So keep looking out for news on 
this. Our Council position remains that we wish to 
protect the Green Belt and we await a planning 
application from BPC which will provide us with the 
opportunity to comment. Residents along Sheepway, 
in particular on Wharf Lane, will be very concerned 
about this development and may wish to contact us 
individually about their concerns and may also wish 
to supply their own comments on the application. You 
can see what information we have so far via our 
website, here. 
 

Rugby Club 

https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/s3.spanglefish.com/s/38592/documents/reports/planning-information/bristol-port-shipway-proposals-public-consultation-july-2020.pdf


 
Play Equipment for the Playing Field 
 
You may be aware that there are still funds in the Parish Council reserve that are earmarked for 
“play equipment”.  This is money left over and not expended from a grant received a number of 
years ago. It’s never been enough to provide decent set of “toddler” type equipment, which would 
be well used I’m sure. There are very few grant sources for funds that a Parish Council would be 
eligible to bid for and so we’ve been somewhat “stalled” in making progress. Happily, a very 
willing and energetic resident has stepped forward and is well on the way to securing funds to 
purchase and install what parents want. The amount of funds needed are estimated to be in the 
region of £15,000 so you can see what a challenge it is to raise that kind of money. Your Council 
holds just over £5,000 in reserve, some of which has come from local fundraising efforts by 
residents at New Year parties.  Again, watch this space for news. 
 
War Memorial  
 
In a similar vein Councillors have been trying to 
secure funds to be able to repair the War Memorial. 
This important Village asset is in need of some 
immediate repair, and beyond that some significant 
refurbishment if we can raise sufficient funds. We are 
grateful for the fundraising done for this over the last 
year, both the Rugby Club and our own Social Club 
Members have been very generous as have visitors to 
the Priory Inn. Over £2000 is in reserve now, but 
£13000 might be needed. We are grateful too to 
Bristol Port Company who had pledged support in the 
form of labour resource to be able to tackle the 
immediate pointing repairs needed. Sadly, the 
pandemic situation interfered with this plan, but now we are picking this project up again.  
 
Parking 
 
As mentioned above we are aware of the possible threat of extra cars parked in the Village of we 
seek closure of the lay-by at the A369. We are therefore reviewing parking restrictions in the 
Village, at the invitation of NSC, in advance of taking decisions on this. There are 2 areas that we 
consider need to have parking measures installed. These are  
 

1. Church Lane – adjacent to the School. We believe 
that time limited parking would be a benefit here 
as it would help to keep the area clear for both 
parents dropping off children and visitors to 
Church ceremonies such as funerals and 
weddings. A time limit of, say, 2 hours would 
prevent car sharers from leaving cars there all 
day, or days, whilst allowing short term parking for 
the Church and School. 

 
 
 
 
2. The passing place along Caswell Lane. We shall be 
requesting double yellow lines here as it is becoming 
habitual that car sharers leave cars here during the 
day, with obvious safety consequences.  
 
 
 
 
 



M5 - Junction 19  
 
As you will now know the £3 million scheme to improve Jct19 of 
the M5 has started. This will see an extra traffic lane adjacent to 
the Services to help the speed of flow towards Bristol. This will 
help to reduce the long tailback of cars on the Southbound side 
which is very dangerous when approaching over the Avonmouth 
Bridge. Whilst this won’t alleviate the worst of the problems at 
peak, peak times, I’m fairly sure that people returning to Portbury 
will find it easier to get round to the A369 and the Portbury turn. 
There will be a lot of disruption overnight, but hopefully it will be 
worth it.  
 
Road Repairs  
 
We had a significant amount of road repair work done on Priory Road last year, long overdue. 
This followed some repairs near the war memorial prior to that. All in all the roads are now in 
pretty good shape in the Village. But we keep monitoring the situation.  
 
What is not good is the state of our pavements. There are many areas that are getting to the 
point of beyond repair and really ought to be attended to.  We have surveyed all the pavements in 
the village, inch by inch, and have created a priority map for repairs. We believe that up to 10% of 
our pavements are already in a critical state, and if repairs don’t start soon the amount needing 
will increase. We are trying to et NSC to commit to a rolling programme of repair over 20 to 30 
years so that we don’t get into a crisis position. The worst area is that which receives the greatest 
footfall of course, from 13High Street to the Village Hall. At the moment we have not gained any 
commitments from NSC, but we will continue to press on your behalf. 
 
Drains and Gulleys 
 
We all know how critical the drains in Mill Lane are to the 
Village. Recent heavy rain reminds us of the flood risk 
near the Village Hall. Councillors monitor the situation and 
report blockages to NSC but the response to this is very 
“patchy” to say the least. There are fewer resources at the 
disposal of the maintenance crews because of funding 
cuts, and gulleys are cleared much less frequently, if at all. 
We have persisted in chasing up a number of blocked 
gulleys between Failand Lane and Oakham Treasures 
and despite assurances these did not get attention. 
Eventually a Councillor attended site along with NSC staff 
to point out the problems at first hand. This thankfully got 
them on top of the situation and drains were cleared. It’s a 
constant need though to watch out for this so carry on 
telling us if you see blockages over the winter. 
 
 
 
 

 
Allotments 
 
A good note to finish on. The allotments at the bottom of 
Station Road are thriving and looking really good. There is 
now a waiting list for a plot, a very good sign, and there is a 
growing sense of community down there. You’ll have seen 
the posts on Facebook perhaps and the idea of growing 
seeds in a community plot for everyone’s benefit, a lovely 
idea and again brought about by voluntary effort.  
 



 
And so to wrap up this extended newsletter for now. As I said above, we are keen to see more 
people taking on the role of Councillor over the coming years. Our official Council should be 8, we 
currently have 5. The minimum number for a legitimate Council is 3, so you can see we are a bit 
low and from time to time with absences we could be below the quorum needed to be able to 
function.  
 
What do we do? As mentioned above we are an official consultee body for all planning 
applications in the Parish. This is at least one each month, often several at once. Whilst we don’t 
decide on an application NSC expect us to consider each scheme and offer any comments based 
upon our “on the ground” knowledge and what our aims are for the Village. From time time there 
are bigger things to look at, you’ll perhaps remember the PYLONS story, which was a lot of effort, 
but successful. We do a fair bit of general monitoring, so that faults get picked up, like drains, 
streetlights, rubbish bins etc. That means just taking note of things as we walk around and not 
just muttering under our breath, we ensure it’s reported. But it doesn’t end there, it has to be 
chased up, which the Clerk mostly does, but she needs eyes and ears on the ground to check 
that things are completed when we are told they are. So, sticking with it is necessary. Of course 
many of our Councillors will step in occasionally themselves, a good example being litter. If this 
gets really out of hand we will go out and tidy up a bit, especially at the “hotspots” like the lay-by. 
We care that the Village looks tidy, especially as you enter from the Bristol Road. It’s not 
expected of course that Councilllors do physical volunteering tasks, but we’ve worked together for 
quite a while now and we often work together to make things happen. 
 
Each month there is a Council Meeting, and this requires each Councillor to attend. It’s mostly a 
review of what has happened along with examination of any planning applications. From time to 
time we have to respond to NSC or even the Government who want our views on specific topics 
from a local perspective. One such consultation was the amalgamation proposals for NSC, 
BANES, Bristol and South Gloucestershire Councils. It was humbling to be asked for our opinions 
before such a big change, and we had our say. In fact, NSC stayed out of this arrangement, 
which we thought they should, thus avoiding our region being dominated by other large areas. If 
you have an interest in local affairs such as this, then the Parish Council is a good place to pick 
up information.  
 
Then from time to time we do really important stuff for the future. I’ll mention again the rather 
small matter of pavement repair as an example. We have a survey now and one day there will be 
a round of funds from Central government to direct at this. When that happens we will be ready to 
be first in the queue to get resource. Then there is the rather large and important matter of the 
Neighbourhood Plan for Portbury. We have to imagine what the future might look like for Portbury 
some 20 years into the future. Do we need more affordable houses for example?  If there are to 
be houses, what density of development? What do we need to be done before this and then 
after? All of this goes into the plan. We do need a range of views on this as families of differing 
ages and sizes will have different aspirations and we’d like to cater for everyone. 
 
So, getting more involved in the Village carries with it the chance to contribute to the future as 
well as sorting out litter. It’s very varied and whilst sometimes a bit of a chore we do spend 
proportionately more time on the more important stuff, it’s just that you can’t see that unless you 
follow the minutes. Most of you do understand what we do, and we are very grateful for your 
support. If you feel there are things we could do better then think about getting involved, you 
might get a different perspective and also enjoy working with us. 
 
Finally, I will be handing over the Chair’s position Wenda Cowlard as from 1st of September. She 
has already been the Vice-Chair for some time now and works hard for you all. I am going to 
spend what time I have dealing with the 3 big planning matters I’ve mentioned above, so the 
month by month stuff will be handled by Wenda and our Clerk, Dawn Drower.  
 
Thanks everyone for your support and encouragement since I became a Councillor in 2015. To 
those who don’t think I’ve done a good job, I have always tried to. 
 
Mike Phipps 
18th August 2020 


