
    

    PRIDE IN PORTBURY 
PARISH NEWSLETTER – APRIL 2022 

INCORPORATING NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 

Hi Portbury 

It’s been a while and Covid has interfered with so much of our lives over the last many 
months, but some things have been continuing and it’s time to update you all. 

Local Plan to 2038 Consultation:  
 
First and foremost, we need to give you an important update on the 
local plan front, and we want to encourage you to provide feedback 
of your views to North Somerset Council.  
 
You may be aware already that the new local plan for North Somerset has 
been released for consultation and this has had an impact on our own 
emerging Neighbourhood Plan. There are to be about 18000 new homes in our 
area up to the end of 2038 and these homes will be located mainly in existing 
urban concentrations, such as Nailsea, Backwell and Portishead. This means 
that no land in Portbury will be considered for release from the green belt, and 
thus none of the sites we have told you about before will have any chance of 
being developed. Whilst this gives us certainty for the future, for now, it does 
mean that we cannot progress our plan to a legal document which contains our own template 
for how Portbury might develop over time.  
 
However, within the North Somerset plan we have successfully brought attention to bear on 
the need for a Car Park at the Village Hall. This has led to a proposal in the plan that the 
unused patch of land next to the Village Hall be allocated as a community facility in the form 
of a car park. 

 
I think we’d all agree that a resolution to the problems 
of shared parking down there is desperately needed. 
In fact, it is a problem that now threatens the success 
of both the Service Station and the Village Hall in 
equal measure. If we are to secure this proposal as a 
reality, we need to comment on this proposal in 
numbers so that NSC have a good case to pursue 
this even if thought we don’t own this land. More 
about how to do this in a moment. 
 

 
Within the final local plan there is not much that directly affects Portbury, but of course extra 
traffic on the roads will surely exacerbate the problems for us with cars commuting through 
our village. The plan envisages some 3000 new homes in Nailsea and Backwell and a further 
600 in Portishead on top of that being built now.  Despite our efforts to provide some solution 
to the growing traffic problem there is no comfort to be had in the transport plan within the 
local plan. A direct link to Nailsea at junction 20 of the M5 has been a previous proposal that 
got near to being a reality in the past. Regrettably there are no proposals for this in the new 
plan, nor any proposals for additional works at jct19. This we believe is the most acute issue 



for us as a village. We know that, despite the good intentions of the plan to create different, 
more sustainable travel habits, there will be a significant increase in the numbers of cars 
travelling through our village from Nailsea as well as extra pressure on jct19 from traffic from 
Portishead.  
 
We would like to urge you therefore to make comment to NSC about this point. We already 
suffer from the fact that at rush hour drivers transit through Portbury to get home, as fast as 
possible, and have no “stake” in the environment this creates on our streets. This will only get 
worse in our view. If we are not to see a reduction in traffic by modifications to motorway 
junctions, then at least we do need some further traffic calming to make our lives more 
bearable. 
 
So, how to give feedback. Firstly, there is the consultation page on NSC’s website. This is a 
guided feedback tool which ask whether you support the various policies within the plan. It’s 
a hard slog to go through all of this especially for those of you who are not used to the 
“planning systems”. For those with the appetite for this then go to  
 
- https://n-somerset-pp.inconsult.uk/PreferredOptionsMarch22/consultationHome 
 
If you prefer to make your comments directly without having to slog all the way through the 
mass of documentation in the plan, then we recommend that you e-mail to  
 

- Planning.policy@n-somerset.gov.uk  
 
Or write in to  
North Somerset Council 
Planning Policy Unit 
Town Hall 
Walliscote Grove Road 
Weston super Mare 
BS23 1UJ 
 
The more people that make comment to NSC then the more chance we have of being heard, 
even if it takes a long time after that to influence anything.  
 
Please do take an interest in this matter as there won’t be another chance like this to get 
leverage on NSC for many years to come. Consultation is open until April the 28th. 
 
 
Speeding Traffic:  
 

We are well aware that after the Covid lockdown period the 
behaviour of drivers through our village has deteriorated. They are 
going faster and have clearly have little or no regard for the impact 
they have on our environment. We know too that a number of 
residents are acting together to raise a petition to get something 
done. There couldn’t be a better time for this. As I have pointed out 
above, we need as many people as possible to raise issues in order 

to get NSC to even listen. The creation of a petition will help us, and we will certainly use this 
in further dialogue with NSC and in our own response to the local plan consultation.  
 
 
 

https://n-somerset-pp.inconsult.uk/PreferredOptionsMarch22/consultationHome
mailto:Planning.policy@n-somerset.gov.uk


Noticeboards: 
 
We hope you like what we’ve done with the noticeboard on the 
village green. With the advent of e-mail and social media the 
noticeboard had become somewhat redundant and so we created 
an poster that remembers the 13 people from the village who were 
killed in the Great War, 1914 to 1918. 
 
It would be nice to do something similar for World War 2 as we 
also lost 3 villagers in that conflict. A further poster could go at the 
other side of the memorial, and we have a good deal of material 
avaialbe that could be displayed. 
 

 
 
Portbury Wharf Nature Reserve: 
 
The Nature Reserve has now transferred to the 
ownership of North Somerset Council and it is hoped 
that this will secure its future. It is a fantastic asset and 
resource for residents of Portishead, Portbury and the 
surrounding area and it’s important that locals’ views 
in its care are taken into account. To that end 
Portishead Town Council are hoping to form a 
Consultation Group that will oversee the reserve and 
have some say in how it is looked after and 
developed. We have been offered the opportunity to have a representative on this group and 
we’d like to invite any interested volunteers to step forward. I’m sure this would be a 
rewarding experience and a way to contribute to the wellbeing of the wildlife in our area. 
 
Play Equipment: 
 
We have recently been made aware of an opportunity to bid for funds to enhance our 
children’s play equipment at the playing field. There are significant funds available through 
NSC and we intend to put a bid together for equipment for toddlers as well as for older kids.  
 
Ideas that have come forward so far for this are –  
 
For toddlers –  
A roundabout 
A springing seat 
A shelter (for parents) 
A sandpit 
 
For older kids 
A climbing frame   
A climbing wall 
A new zip wire -  the current one is ending its life 
 
 
 
Please give us some feedback on what your ideas are. 
 
 
 



 
And finally – I’m sorry to end on a 

sour note, but you may have noticed 
vandalism in the form of graffiti at 
bus stops, on the Church Wall and in 
a lot of other places recently. There 
has also been physical damage to 
our bus stops on Station Road. We 
very much hope that this isn’t being 
caused by youngsters from within 
our own community, but it is most 
likely given where the damage 
occurred. You’ll recall last year that 
the wires on the basket swing at the 
playing field were severed meaning 
we had to replace the whole thing.  
 
 
All of this damage costs us all money as the repairs have to be funded from the maintenance 
budget. This money comes from the £60 per household that we all pay each year into Parish 
Council funds, so its OUR money that is used, leaving less for other things. It would be good 
to get the message out there to whoever is causing this sort of damage that in the end we all 
pay for it, even if we can get NSC to pay this it’s still OUR money in the first place. 
 

Wenda Cowlard – Parish Councillor 


