
MOBILE LIBRARY VAN IN 

HIGHLAND PERTHSHIRE

About Rural Wisdom
Rural Wisdom is working with communities in Scotland and Wales to 
create opportunities for older people to shape their community. Our 
aim is to make communities work better for older people and the other 
people who live there.
 

 

What We Did
The Rural Wisdom Project arranged to go out on the Mobile Library 
Van over two days on the Keltneyburn Route and the Kinloch Rannoch 
route.

While Rural Wisdom Development Worker 
Jill was on the van, as well as handing out 
some lovely fudge, she asked people to 
answer some questions about housing, 
transport and ‘the beast from the east’

 
The mobile library van stops in various 
places for up to 20 minutes allowing 
people to come on board to collect 
books, drop off books they have read or 
collect orders.



What we heard from people about transport
In rural West Highland Perthshire the main 

barrier to socialising and attending activities 

for some was a lack of public transport.  
 

On the Kinloch Rannoch Route where there 

is demand responsive transport (DRT), 
people use it to get out in the winter months 

when it gets dark very early or when the 

road conditions are poor.

Some people simply avoid going out in the winter months. The DRT was a 
source of transport used by more than half of those spoken to from the 
Kinloch Rannoch area.

“As a business the DRT has been 

invaluable in enabling the community to 

get out and about when normally they 

wouldn’t”

Many people from both routes said that their main source of transport is the bus 
and realise that they may need to relocate when they stop driving in order to be 
able to access the things they need.

“I have my own car, would have to move 

if I couldn’t drive.  Bus service is not 
always convenient.  The bus service to 

hospital is a long haul”



What we heard from people about social 
opportunities
The library van provides much needed social opportunities for people 
in rural areas. Most of the people spoken with on the van said they were 
happy with their social opportunities through friends and families, 
though better transport would improve the situation.

“The Mobile Library Van is a lifeline, great for 
communication and social contact for other people.  
It introduces young people to books early.”

What we heard from people about the 

‘Beast from the East’
The storm didn’t appear to cause much of an issue for people who 
were prepared based on previous experiences of adverse weather. 
Loss of power and phone signal was badly affected in some areas 
however members of the community all supported one another.

"A neighbour with a 4x4 helped.”

“Had adequate food and fuel."



What happened next?
Following the information gathered on the Mobile Library Van, two 
events were organised in Highland Perthshire in October: LET’S TALK 
HOUSING and LET’S TALK TRANSPORT.

What now?
A ‘Connecting the Dots’ event will be held on Tuesday 12 February 
2019 from 1.30pm to 4.30m to plan what follows on from the Rural 
Wisdom Project in Highland Perthshire. The event will be held at 
Bredalbane Community Library, Bredalbane Community Campus, 
Crieff Road, Aberfeldy, PH15 2DU. For further details please contact 
jill.d@otbds.org or holli@otbds.org. 

Some people were concerned about a lack of appropriate housing for 
those who have not yet downsized or will soon be looking for single 
story housing. This left some people feeling that they would have to 
move out of the area when their housing needs change.

What we heard from people about housing 

“There are no opportunities to 

downsize when the time comes.”



Contact for more information 

www.rural wisdom.org
 

Outside the Box
01350 729130
 

 

Jill Davies
Rural Wisdom Development Worker
07591 203720
jill.d@otbds.org
 

www.otbds.org
Lagmhor
The Old Doctors Surgery
Dunkeld, PH8 0AD
 

 


