
IYFR, AND PLASTIC FREE WATERS, WITHOUT BORDERS 

The IYFR is an international organization, as is the extent of the Operation Plastic Free Waters. This 
consequently means that, by fully exploiting the recent communication technologies, the use of which has 

become enormously widespread thanks (so to speak) to the Covid 19 pandemic, we keep in constant 
operational contact, and we organize frequent  meetings. and events featuring IYFR and Rotary attendees 

from around the world. 

--------- 

The “Operation "Plastic Free Waters" of the IYFR - International Yachting Fellowship of 
Rotarians has been presented on November 26 to the five Rotary Districts Governors of 

the Iberian Region (Spain and Portugal) 
 

 

Organized by Bernardo Rabassa, IYFR Commodore of the Iberia Region (Spain and Portugal), a videoconference 
presentation of the Operation Plastic Free Waters was held on the afternoon of Thursday 26 November, dedicated 
to the Governors of the five Iberian Districts of Rotary: 

- Spain: 2201 - Soledad Carrillo, 2202 - Ricardo Molina, 2203 - Francisco Clavijo 

- Portugal: 1960 - Roberto Carvalho, 1970 - Sergio Almeida 

 thus including the entirety of Rotary in the Iberian Peninsula. 

The five Governors (for the 1960 district, Jorge Lucas Coelho, Delegate of the Governor who was unable to attend) 
followed with great attention the preliminary presentation by Bernardo Rabassa, and then animated the subsequent 
discussion with interest, with precise requests for details, clarifications and insights, exhaustively dealt with by the 
Past International Commodore Sergio Santi, International Coordinator of the Operation. 

As at other times, three languages were used: Spanish, Portuguese, and Italian. That is, each participant has used his 
own language, but given the relative similarity, and the fact that practically all participants can easily understand the 
other two languages, there is no need for translations. 

A concrete interest has emerged on the part of the Governors for the purposes and lines of action proposed within 
the Operation. The initiatives that may arise, in the widest discretion of the Districts and Clubs, may be coordinated 
by the Commodore of the Region Bernardo Rabassa, in order to achieve greater overall effectiveness. All this with 
the well founded satisfaction of the Bridge of the Operation Plastic Free Waters, for the comforting welcome with 
which the "message" was received. 



Naturally, the meeting was attended by the Commodore IYFR from Area 1 (Europe, Africa and the Middle East), Carlo 
D'Amore, and by the Secretary General of the Operation Sandro D'Onofrio, accompanied by the Digital Web Master 
Olderico Caviglia. 

In the photo: the participants in the meeting. 

 

South America 

 
A videoconference on the importance of the Plastic Free Waters Operation, and in particular on the activities carried 
out and underway in Area 2, was held on November 18 last.  

The organizer was Angela Mesistrano, resident in Uruguay, IYFR International Rear-Commodore, as well as 
Commodore for Area 2 - The Americas, but above all a member of the International Bridge of the Operation itself. 

This conference was intended in particular for all the Fleets of the Latin American countries, which form a very lively 
and homogeneous group (facilitated in this by the fact that they all speak the same language, assimilating in this the 
Portuguese of Brazil). They carry out multiple activities, of a nautical nature (after all we are a community created on 
the basis of that interest) but also of Rotarian Service, as far as possible. 

The Commodores, Vice Commodores, and many other "Officers" and Mariners belonging to the Fleets of Argentina, 
Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Mexico, Peru, Uruguay (some of these have two or three fleets) were therefore 
present, as were of course,  the theme being “Plastic Free Waters”, the International Coordinator  Sergio Santi and the 
Secretary General Sandro D'Onofrio, from Italy. 

Here too, with the precise and captivating report of the speaker Angie Mesistrano, the interest in the topic "Plastic 
Pollution" was disseminated, reaffirmed, and kept alive among the direct participants at the conference. But it was 
also ensured that the same participants continue as in the past, to be the bearers in their respective communities, of 
the importance of the problem and of what can be done to contribute over time to solving it, by individuals up to the 
communities and institutional bodies. 

 

 

 

 

 



Far East 

 

 

The last one in chronological order was the videoconference on November 27th, organized by the IYFR Fleets of the 
Far East: Philippines, Taiwan, Japan, HongKong, all belonging to IYFR Area 3 (Asia, Pacific; Australia and New Zealand 
). It was attended by the Big Boss of the IYFR Bob Burns, that is the current International Commodore, from Scotland, 
with the Past International Commodore Jun Avecilla from the Philippines, (he is also part of the International Bridge 
of the Operation Plastic Free Waters) and Commodores and other representatives of the fleets from these countries, 
some of which are also Rotary DGs or PDGs. Being actively involved in all the topics on the agenda, including the 
progress of the Plastic Free Waters Operation within this part of Area 3, the International Coordinator of the PFW 
Operation Sergio Santi, the Secretary General Sandro D'Onofrio, and the Digital Web Master Olderico Caviglia 
attended from Italy. 

The outlook  for the IYFR Area 3 General Assembly, scheduled in Auckland for March 15, 2021 was discussed, 
together with the repercussions that the persistence of the Covid-19 pandemic will inevitably have on this Assembly, 
as well as on the Rotary International Convention, scheduled in Taipei for June 20. 

The topic "Plastic Free Waters" is very present in the area, where, in particular in the Philippines, theoretical-
practical initiatives are underway towards young students, who, an example among others, have created a couple of 
river barriers using of old fishing nets and plastic bottles recovered from the sea. A great value of awareness, and 
direct experience in devising a solution and realizing it with your own hands. 

Other topics covered were the creation of a new IYFR Fleet in Tokyo, the multiple values of bamboo cane for various 
aspects, including the one of allowing the production of multi-use cutlery and straws and, unfortunately, the very 
difficult situation for the populations of the areas of the Philippines hit by tropical cyclone Ulysses. 

 

East Africa and Oceania 

A few days before those just described, we participated in a meeting, also on the Zoom platform, organized by the 
Commodore of the East Africa Region Bill Kosar, from Kenya, with Commodores, other officers and mariners from 
Kenya, Uganda, Australia, England, New Zealand , and with the theme "Aspects and experiences of yachting and 
navigation, in the coastal countries of East Africa". 



This meeting was centered on an important theme of our Yachting Fellowship: boating and being at sea, with the 
different situations and experiences of those distant lands. Not a social engagement theme this time, but a pleasant 
and interesting gathering of friends with the same passion 

 


