CHARTER OF THE TAIWAN VOYAGER FLEET
The Charter of the Taiwan Voyager Fleet fell victim to the dreaded COVID-19 virus, like so many
other recent events, and had to be postponed from the original date in April 2020. A later date in
June proved no more successful, and finally the Charter took place on 9 th October!
Unfortunately, a number of overseas visitors were still unable to make it due to the various other
travel restrictions imposed by the pandemic. However I was fortunate to be able to get there, along
with my First Mate Ann, and I can assure you it was an evening worth waiting for – a truly
memorable occasion!!

First we had to undergo 14 days quarantine in an approved hotel on arrival in Taiwan, which was a
very different entry situation to the UK. We were directed to a special taxi at Taipei Airport. Our
luggage was sprayed, we were sprayed, and then we were taken directly to the hotel where we were
met by staff in full protective gear and told what room we were in. We then took our luggage to our
room, which was already open for us. Once inside we did not get out for another 14 days. Food was
delivered to a polystyrene box outside our door and we received a telephone call to tell us it was
there. Our rubbish we then put in a bin at the door and it was collected by the staff. They provided
us with three meals a day, which were of a high quality and plentiful in quantity. They were
supplemented by much appreciated parcels of delicacies, notably wine from Paul, the Fleet
Commodore of the new Taiwan Voyager Fleet. Nobody came into our room except on two
occasions when a member of staff had to come in, dressed in full protective gear, to fix problems
with our television. It sounds rather a tedious existence, but in fact time passed very quickly and
before we knew it we were released for the Charter.
We were collected from the hotel and taken to our next hotel, the Sherwood, by Fleet Commodore
Paul for the remainder of our stay in Taipei. That night we were taken to experience a typical
Taiwanese meal with PRIP Gary Huang and Jackson Hsieh, Chair of the Host Organization Committee,
and other Rotary dignitaries. That was the start of a truly warm welcome, where everyone just
showed us such amazing hospitality. The evening was very relaxed and the meal was most
enjoyable, while quite different to what we were used to. We were helped to the various courses, of
which there were many, with explanations of exactly what food they contained. Part way through

the evening we were presented with a number of gifts. What a welcome and introduction to
Taiwan!
This sort of hospitality continued throughout our stay in Taiwan, with everyone looking after us and
entertaining us, leaving us with a wonderful memory of the people and the country.
The Charter of the Taiwan Voyager Fleet was another excellent occasion, setting the new fleet on its
way with a great start.

It was held at a hotel on the outskirts of Taipei and began with some aperitifs and drinks outside,
where we were introduced to a number of Government Officials who were in attendance and who
were involved in the leisure and water-based activities. It seemed a particularly good idea to involve
such people and introduce them to IYFR.

We moved inside for the start of the meeting. Clearly a great deal of preparation had gone into the
evening and there was even an IYFR backcloth to the main platform whilst cardboard IYFR seagulls
flew overhead.

I was asked to open the meeting with a new Fleet Bell, and very fine it is! The proceedings then
began with the National Anthems, first the British one for which I was very appreciative, and then
their own Taiwanese one. I was then asked to give my address, which was also translated into
Chinese. I also read out a message from their Area 3 Commodore, David Hansen, wishing them
much success. I then signed the Charter Certificate, the main purpose of the evening. I presented

the Flag Officers with their epaulettes and burgees with some help from Ann, and then proceeded to
present all the members with Founder Member Certificates. The fleet had 46 members, so to hurry
proceedings along a little, Commodore Paul lined the members up in order and they came on the
stage in groups of 10 and I gave them their certificates. Unfortunately, our lists did not have the

members’ names in the same order, sadly resulting in everyone receiving someone else’s certificate.
However, most people have been able to resolve the situation! As Past RI President Gary Huang had
been so supportive of us, I decided to make him an Honorary Member of IYFR and so presented him
with an appropriate certificate.
Once all the formalities were concluded. We were able to settle down to enjoy a beautiful meal and
listen to some singers. The members then joined in by taking to the stage and everyone relaxed and
many toasts were made!
The night was one of great fun and enjoyment and heralds well for the new Taiwan Voyager Fleet. I
wish them a long and happy future of great fun and fellowship.
Bob Burns
International Commodore

