
 

ROTATION OF FLEET COMMODORES 

On July 9, 2021, the Annual General Meeting 2021 of the Italy South-East Fleet of the 

International Yachting Fellowship of Rotarians (IYFR) and the ceremony of the biennial 

handover between the outgoing Commodore Vincenzo Rinaldi and the successor, 

Giuseppe Vergine, took place in Brindisi, at the Hemingway Beach. 

The evening, which began with “Raise the Flag” and the “honors” for the Italian 

anthem, rendered with the traditional "whistles" of the navy boatswain, 

  

it also included the co-optation of new mariners and the presentation of the 2021-23 

"Bridge" Officers. 

The ceremony, presided over by Senior Past Commodore Giuseppe Garrisi, 

 



it took place in the presence of the honorary members of the Fleet and Past Governor 

of the Rotary District 2120 “Puglia and Basilicata”, Rocco Giuliani and Donato Donnoli; 

as well as, particularly significant, the honor rendered by the presence of the PDG 

2120 Sergio Sernia. 

 

They wanted to be present, even if by sending Greeting Addresses, high Iyforian 

Authorities: the Past International Commodore Sergio Santi, and Jesus (Jun) Avecilla, 

the International Commodore Robert Burns and the Past Regional Commodore for 

Italy Luigi Norsa. 

Greetings on video were also received from the Governor of Rotary District 2120, 

Gianvito Giannelli, the Elected Governor, Nicola Maria Auciello and the appointed 

Governor, Vincenzo Sassanelli. 

The ceremony saw the participation of over sixty iyforians (in social uniform), their 

family members and guests from all over Puglia and Basilicata; among them the 

Squadrons Captains of the Fleet: Francesco Serinelli "Brindisi", Luciano Sambogna 

"Golfo di Taranto Settentrionale", Ascanio Carlucci "Salento" and Patrizio Cristiano 

Cardone "Bari"; unfortunately unable to intervene, for reasons of distance or for 

concomitant commitments, the Captain of the "Albania" Squadron, Antonino 

Fischetti, and the Captain of the "Gargano-Molise" Squadron, Alessandro D'Onofrio; 

as mentioned, the evening was also characterized by the entry of four new mariners, 

belonging to the Inner Wheel Club of Francavilla Fontana: Maria Luana Garofoli, 

Elisabetta Quaranta, Eleonora Marinelli and Maria Luigia d'Ambrosio; 

  



the outgoing Commodore, Vincenzo Rinaldi (who also holds the position of ICSA of 

the International Bridge) carried out a brief report and illustrated the Log-book of the 

activities of the past two years, unfortunately conditioned by the well-known 

pandemic event. 

Once the formal change of shoulder pads between the two Commodori was made, 

we also witnessed the handover between the outgoing Secretary, Luciano Sambogna 

and the successor, Vincenzo Pirato (formerly Immediate Past Fleet Commodore of the 

Fleet, in which position he was replaced, of course, by Vincenzo Rinaldi). 

After the speeches of circumstance, in which the incessant and continuous 

commitment of the Fleet in the participation and support of the "Operation Plastic 

Free Waters" was also recalled, Commodore Giuseppe Vergine also enunciated the 

programmatic commitment of the activities for the next two years, and provided for 

the presentation of the new South-East Fleet Bridge for the two-year period 2021/23  

which, in addition to the Secretary already mentioned, is composed by the Vice 

Commodore, Alessandro D'Onofrio, the Rear Commodore, Ascanio Carlucci and the 

Treasurer (formerly PFC) Giuseppe Garrisi; the confirmed positions of the other 

Officers (Master Harbour, Web Master, Regalia, etc.) were also renewed. 

 

The evening ended with a convivial, held in a wonderful location by the sea, 

characterized by a pleasant atmosphere of friendship and familiarity and ended with 

the traditional toast (Aizza, Aizza, Aizza ......). 

 



  

  

  


