AREA 3 PLASTIC FREE WATERS INITIATIVES
PROMOTIONS, ADVOCACIES, CLEANUP AND RECYCLING DRIVES

RECYCLABLES REGATTA
The IYFR Philippine Fleet has founded and organized the Recyclables Regatta 8 years ago with 4 boats
made of plastic trash materials participating. It has become a popular Annual Competition in Subic Bay
aimed to create awareness for the proper disposal of trash and non-biodegradable wastes that pollutes
the rivers, bays, seas and oceans thru water sports, fun and friendly competition consonant with the
objectives of Plastic Free Waters. The race is in two categories: School/Student and Open Division with
over 20 boats joining every year. The local government of Olongapo City in partnership with the IYFR
Philippine Fleet and has now been running the campaign for the last three years.

ENVIRONMENTAL SUMMIT 2019 in Cebu
What started as a team up with the International Coastal Cleanup (ICC) Zambales in 2014 has now reached
the shores of Lapu-Lapu in Cebu through the efforts of our partners in the Visayas Region, the Sustainable
Energy and Enterprise Development for Communities (SEED4COM). The focus of the Environmental
Summit remains about inspiring and empowering our next generation youth to be the next leaders of the
future and uniting its community towards a vision of trash free seas.
The trash will keep coming no matter how much we keep on cleaning. The root of the problem is people's
behavior and this is why ICC campaign since then has evolved and has become a platform for collaboration

and a source of inspiration that has brought together passionate ocean lovers with innovative approach
in solving the problem.

BEACH CLEANUP AND RECYCLING DRIVE:

Workshop for ecobricks making to augment livelihood and Plastic Bottles Shredder machines
demonstration after the cleanup. The shredding machines are intended to be mass produced with the
forhelp of government and private sectors for distribution to local communities for recycling needs and
at he same time may also give an opportunity for livelihood to some community and help preserve the
environment.

ADOPT ANESTERO PROJECT
RVC Butch Madarang, our District3780 Environment Chair heads this District Drive involving its 101 Rotary
Clubs, LGUs and Barangays, Schools/students, Boys Scouts, Corporate Stakeholders, etc. in conjunction
with our Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) among other government agencies
covering four watersheds/river basins and 117 kilometers of waterways traversing our Quezon City
District to Manila Bay. This focuses on the fabrication, installation and use of Floating Trash Traps to collect
plastic garbage and prevent its flow into Manila Bay. The Covid19 outbreak however, disrupted this
project ending the Rotary Year and we are confident that it will be continued with the same zeal and
support by Incoming Gov Johnny Yu from our Outgoing DG BH Herrera. My personal observation is while

the Trash Traps maybe a relatively inexpensive novel and simple idea, made out of empty plastic bottles,
nets and ropes, they require a huge logistic manpower coordination including the collection of the plastics
in the trash caught in the trap; the disposal or recycling thereof. Considering also that our country is visited
by monsoons and typhoons four to five months in a year (June-October) makes it doubly difficult to
maintain and sustain the traps. The possible dream is a real, huge and efficient machinery in the mouth
of the river that could filter the flow or totally catch plastics overrunning the trash traps more efficiently
to prevent its escape into the bay, that we see from the web but could cost an arm and a leg.
A Global Grant for the acquisition of such machine is a solution for funding if we have the opportunity
that our respective Districts and Clubs could become partners to work hand in hand on this to respond
not only to real community needs but an actual existing humanity needs to help save our environment,
our planet and all humanity. It is timely that RI’s new area of focus is supporting the environment.

