
AREA 1 SUMMARY REPORT 2020-2021 
 
This IYFR Year has been marked by the Covid-19 pandemic that has restricted the number of in- 
person events and fleet gatherings.  
Numbers are still falling in some of our more established fleets, but with new fleets and squadrons, 
there has been a small decrease of 4.6%. This will be offset by the chartering of the new fleets in 
progress that have been postponed until next Rotary year. These new fleets include the Dubai Fleet, 
which can be attributed to the hard work of Luigi Falanga RC Italy and the Gibraltar Fleet for which 
we have to thank William Anidjar Serfaty, member of RC Gibraltar and also a good friend of mine. In 
Area 1, we are close to reaching 1800 members. 
In terms of fellowship, in the end we had to cancel the Area 1 Meeting which was to be held in 
conjunction with the Barcolana race, which was cancelled as well due to the pandemic restrictions.   
Regional meetings have also taken place in some regions via video.  
GB&I had a change of RC when Patrick Tyrrell took over the role from Peter Ibbotson, whom I would 
like to thank for his years of dedication and service to IYFR 
The Balkans also organized several Zoom meetings and some gatherings and has been promoting 
PFW as well as promoting and organizing several Regattas. 
The Italian Region has organized several Zoom meetings as well promoting PFW and has organized, 
thanks to PIC Sergio Santi, a private virtual visit to the Flagship of the Italian Navy, the Amerigo 
Vespucci by her current Commander that served under Sergio when he was the Commander of the 
ship. We were received with honors reserved to the highest ranks and authorities. They also 
organized several cruises for disabled people. 
Israel & Greece had a virtual AGM and have also welcomed the members of the Swiss Fleet to 
navigate in their waters. 
They also had the virtual traditional Pitta cutting for the New Year as well as promoting the PFW and 
attending ESRAG meeting on environmental sustainability. 
Our North African Fleets, such as the Ugandan, are busy promoting PFW. They have also announced 
a partnership with the Fliplopi Expedition . The vessel was made with 8 tons of fully-recycled plastic. 
The Netherlands organized a general fleet meeting with teams and the Bridge NL had two Team 
meetings. France &Monaco : Thierry Tesseron has taken over for Humbert de Ribaucourt as RC. I 
would like to thank Humbert for his years of service and dedication to IYFR. Nice Cote D’Azur 
organized a small Regatta on Hobbie Cats with a picnic on the beach of Saint Laurent du Var on 
Tuesday June 1.  

Germany organized several fleets virtual meetings as well as bridge meetings, such as the summer-
Meeting 2020 in Foehrde-Club Kiel on Sept. 19th 2020, which entailed the handing-over of offices. 
Due to the pandemic, it held a reduced summer meeting on September 19, 2020. Despite the 
Corona pandemic at the end of the season, the North East Fleet was able to celebrate a very well- 
attended summer meeting in the area of Ruegen from August 21st to 23rd 2020.  Numerous guests, 
such as the entire Region-Germany Bridge, were in attendance. Covid limited the South Fleet to 3 
events. 

The Swiss went to Greece again this year for their annual sail away from home waters. 
 
In General, many service projects have been discussed and a corner stone set was set during the 
course of the year and will be undertaken during the incoming year. 
 
I would like to make special mention and express my sympathy to those families and fleets who have 
lost beloved members and friends during this pandemic.   


