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After all the cancellation of events last year, this year had to be better – so I thought!  Little did I know! 

The Charters of two fleets in Ukraine had already been postponed twice last year and it was hoped to 
try again in September, but it soon became clear that this was still not going to be possible, so the 
Kyivska Rus Ukrainian Fleet and the Black Sea Ukrainian Fleets became the first to be chartered 
virtually.  It all went very well and was well organised at the Ukraine end, but I was still disappointed 
for the two fleets, who missed out on a big celebration. 

We had also postponed the Charter of the Tokyo Fleet twice last year and it was rescheduled for June 
2021, so that members could attend on their way to Taipei for the RI Convention. The charter of the 
Hawaii Fleet was also still on hold, looking for an appropriate date. 

The next casualty was the Area 1 Meeting to be held in October in Portorož, Slovenia, to coincide with 
the Barcolana Race.  This also had to be cancelled due to the problems with COVID-19.  The race 
was still to go ahead, with many restrictions in place, but was eventually cancelled due to high winds.  
Nothing seemed to be going right! 

However, the situation with the pandemic appeared to be improving and it was still hoped that 
everything would be OK for the RI Convention in Taipei to take place as planned.  Therefore, in 
September, Ann and I went to Taipei to plan and make arrangements for the events at the Convention 
and the Post Convention Cruise immediately afterwards.  We spent our first two weeks in quarantine 
and we were most impressed with the serious way they took the situation in Taiwan and how well 
controlled it was.  It was surprising how fast the time in the hotel seemed to pass, although it was 
helped along with a few gifts from FC Paul, it has to be said.  Once released we were made extremely 
welcome and had a most enjoyable time visiting different places and drawing up a programme for the 
PCC.  Everyone was really helpful and friendly and we were wined and dined in grand style, sampling 
all the local delicacies.  I also had the great pleasure of chartering the first Fleet in Taiwan, the Taiwan 
Voyager Fleet, which was a perfect evening of fun and fellowship, while maintaining the dignity 
required for such a Charter.  It was a true pleasure to eventually undertake a real charter, in person.  
When we returned home and were putting the final touches to our programme for the Convention, the 
second wave of the pandemic struck and then eventually the Convention was changed to a virtual 
one again.  Although all our hopes and plans for the IYFR events were dashed, we still have lasting 
memories of a wonderful time spent in Taiwan. 

Zoom meetings had now replaced in person ones and I was able to join meetings in different parts of 
the world, at least virtually.  Zoom has become a very useful tool during the pandemic and allowed 
people to carry on with meetings and bring one another together in a way not possible before.  While I 
still prefer meeting people face to face, I think there is now going to be a mix of both in future, 
especially at international meetings like the AGM. 

The next cancellations were the Area 2 and 3 meetings, which was very sad.  The Area 3 one was to 
coincide with the America’s Cup racing, which would have been a very spectacular event.  However, 
at least the Auckland Fleet were able to make a day of it. 

RI is now insisting that Fellowships comply with the new re-branding exercise.  We have, therefore, 
had to agree with a new logo, which can be seen on all our presentations in the virtual House of 
Friendship.  We had to agree with it in order to obtain a booth.  The manner in which we make use of 
it still has to be decided by the International Bridge. 

On the bright side, through all of this our membership has held up and still remains at about 3,500, 
although some small fleets do seem to have fallen by the wayside, for reasons other than the 
pandemic and they are currently being looked into.  We still also have the Tokyo Fleet to be chartered 
and the date has now been postponed again, until 2022.  We are still looking for an appropriate date 
for the Hawaii Fleet and we now have a new Fleet in Dubai to be chartered as soon as we can 
arrange a date. 

 



Therefore, I am pleased to say that all is not doom and gloom, as in spite of the pandemic, IYFR is 
still moving forward.  Once the vaccinations take control of the situation, I am sure that the situation 
will rapidly improve and return to some form of normality again. 

In the meantime, I would like to thank you all for your support during my two years as International 
Commodore, in spite of all the difficulties.  Such support has made the time so much easier and 
enjoyable and the time has just flown past.  Hopefully, I will get to meet many of you at an IYFR 
function in the not too distant future. 

Robert Burns 
International Commodore 

 


