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As with everything else in the past year, plans for Rotafloat were severely impacted by the 
coronavirus pandemic. In particular it had been hoped to create a fast, responsive web site for 
the promotion of future IYFR events around the world. However COVID and various 
lockdowns meant that there were no significant events to publicise, a situation compounded by 
different parts of the world being under different levels of restriction at different times. 

The online format of Rotafloat has evolved to start with an introduction form the International 
Commodore, updated quarterly, and followed by some pages of general interest. For example, 
the “Plastic Free Waters” which is receiving a lot of support and interest from IYFR members, 
and, as restrictions ease, what members can do to start planning for international travel. 

There follow news pages subdivided by three IYFR regions. Whilst most of these articles 
remain in English, other languages are now appearing such as Spanish and Italian. The 
advantage of using another language is that it will be easier for local people of that nationality 
to read. The attraction of using a web page is that it is easy to translate to the reader’s preference 
by accessing Google Translate or a similar service. In due course the importance of English 
will decline and writers submitting articles can use whatever language that they are comfortable 
with, and readers can then choose their own language preference. Making Rotafloat 
multilingual and easier to read was a primary objective of moving to the Internet. 

Meanwhile pages for future events have been turned off. With coronavirus there have not been 
any events to publicise! As the pandemic situation returns towards normal, an Internet based 
Rotafloat will hopefully achieve its other major objective of becoming the platform of choice 
for publicising future events. These pages will then be turned back on. The unique proposition 
of IYFR is that it provides a method for members to sail or use boats in areas beyond their 
home waters and the opportunities supplied by existing sailing clubs. 

In this context it is perhaps worth mentioning that IYFR has a very garbled Internet presence 
with a mixture of national and international web sites. Logically Rotafloat should exist on the 
main IYFR web site but does not for evolutionary reasons of security, GDPR, cost, and ease of 
implementation. In a globally shrinking world it would makes sense to merge all these different 
national and international web sites into one, but that would require significant expenditure on 
technical expertise and effort, not to mention issues of ownership. 

However, as always in this report, the final request is for information and articles (words and 
pictures) for publication on Rotafloat. The web site includes a “Contact” link for this purpose. 
Remember that Rotafloat can only ever be as good as the quality of the articles received. 

Andre Hawryliw 
Rotafloat Editor 

  

      

 


