
I. Regatta Mini-12 for a IYFR Slovenia Cup 

Bohinj lake, June 5th, 2021 
 

We had a wonderful Saturday trip. The pleasant 

atmosphere of the Triglav National Park, slightly 

fresh mountain air at 18 ° C, which was soon warmed 

up to Summer 26 ° C by the Sun, white mountain 

peaks in the background and the dark blue surface 

of the calm Lake Bohinj welcomed us. We gathered 

20 adults and 3 children of members from the fleet 

IYFR Slovenia and squadron Slovenian Coast. 

 

With organizer's help we first prepared the 

sailboats. The Mini 12 is a really interesting 12-feet 

sailing boat. It has everything as big sailboats have: 

a fixed keel, rudder and a set of 3 sails. Except it's 

a one-seater. 

 

 

 



When you sail on a Mini 12, you can’t get angry on anyone else or having excuse, that your 

crew did not follow your commands efficiently. You perform all the maneuvers yourself. You 

sit in it like in a kayak, you steer with  pedals, and you have a main sheet, sheets of the jib, 

wang, base of the mainsail and the last extension of mast. After a few minutes, you master 

basic technique of sailing with it. It is really simple, responsive and relatively fast, as it 

glides nicely on the water surface even in very light breeze. 



 
 

Only 6 categorized competitors applied, as all 

the rest, gathered in fan groups of each sailor, 

offered pumpkin support from the mainland. 

Individual clouds that developed on the edge of 

a dark mass of showers that crossed the 

horizon far on the East horizon developed just 

the right wind for elegant rather than over-

strenuous sailing. Only the wind stirred from all 

sides, now extinguished, and reappeared with a 

slight breeze, surprising with a string but short 

gusts, curving under clouds' shadows, and 

blowing from directions according to the 

coastal relief. With this mischievousness, it 

really spiced up the regatta and changed the 

ranking of the competitors along the entire 

route. A good start or the leading position at 

the first buoy had not yet decided the winner 

of the race. We made 3 legs of regatta, each 

time circling four buoyas in an irregular quadrangle. White sails on the lake enlivened the 

day to tourists  passing by in Bohinj. 



 

Who wanted, could try sailing freely after the regatta, and quite some youngsters of our 

members gladly took this opportunity. 

 
 

After the regatta we were greeted with a cold beer and a real barbecue feast just across 

the street from regatta's start/finish. On benches under umbrellas, a lively debate 

developed about the regatta, the Bohinj wind, technical problems of individuals and holiday 

sailing planing with agreements on where and when we meet at sea under sails. 

 

 



Before the official conclusion, RC 

Marko invited enthusiastic 

participants to declare our meeting 

for the »first traditional Mini 12 

regatta of the Slovenian IYFR 

fleet«, a »regatta after the 

Carniola regatta«, which should now 

gather Slovenian IYFoRians annually 

before the summer holidays. Finally, 

FC Samo, our commodore and event 

organizer announced the official 

results after three races. 

 

All participants 

spent a really 

wonderful 

summer day on 

the water and 

by the water.  

 

When we left 

Bohinj after the 

last scoop of ice 

cream in the 

afternoon, we 

enthusiastically 

promised to 

meet again next 

year.  

 

Thank you, Commodore Samo, for a nice introduction to this Summer! 
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