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Minutes of Ordinary Meeting
05 June 2025, 19.30h (following on from AGM)
Fairburn Memorial Hall and via Zoom
Meeting ID: 879 1611 4014
Passcode: 110423

1. Welcome from Chair, apologies, quorum	
Present:	Rob Bryniarski (RB), Julie Crombie (JC), Susan Davison (SD), Jo Ellen (JE), Christine MacKintosh (CM), Kenny MacKintosh (KM), Nick Murray (NM, via Zoom) 
Apologies:	 Cllr Dr Chris Birt (DrCB), Fiona Martland (FM)
Also present:  Carol Masheter (CaMA, SSE/Fairburn Fund Manager, via Zoom, from
            20.18 to 20.44h)
The meeting is quorate. It is held online. It will be recorded.
		
2. Declarations of interest		
None
	
3. Approval of minutes of meeting held on 27 March 2025
Proposed by JC		Seconded by RB

4. Matters arising (not included in Agenda)
None

5. Community Action Plan and Outcome of Marybank Consultation Event of 27 April 2025
(Apologies from Amanda Macmillan (AmMa), who was very much involved in the initial event.)
At the consultation event a number of local residents offered suggestions and wishes about what could be done to improve life in the community. Some of these were addressed to the Fairburn Hall Committee and others to the CC. JE kindly put together a summary of these wishes, which was circulated to CC members before this meeting. 
Here's a list of items raised for the attention of CC:
Q2 - What could be better?
1) Community Development Officer employed to help empower the community x 4
2) Development Officer/funded resource to understand local priorities, i.e. housing (affordable), broadband access and young people, training, apprenticeships
3) The introduction of a cycle/walkway to Contin, ideally via the dam x 2
4) Safe active travel, cycle lanes, pavement to Muir of Ord x 2
5) Upgrade Moy Bridge so it’s safe to walk & cycle over
6) Upgrade of Moy Bridge – it’s a disgrace with weeds and paintwork
7) Drains in the village are dangerous, sunken & blocked x 4
8) Transport, something that Young Scot could cover
9) Transport taxi (like the new community bus in Contin & Garve) and airport/train shuttle x 2
10) Community bus
11) Buses & community shop.  More job opportunities for people aged 18 and under.
12) Local co-operative shop – bulk buy for benefit of village (example in Invergordon)
13) Electric car charging at the hall
14) New signage for when the bridge is shut at the Marybank side.  Lights on the gates
15) Introduction of garden waste bins
16) Pothole repair/fill
17) New village signage
18) Bottle bank
19) Christmas Lights & more flowers please (Village in Bloom)
20) Christmas Lights
21) Community noticeboard
22) Active gym in the park x 2
23) Community shredder for garden waste.  Composting
24) Community oil buying club? Possible fire wood bulk buy too.  Discount for both?
25) Electric blankets to sit with in winter for people
26) New energy heating to keep houses warmer for all
27) Vouchers for electricity usage
28) Grants to help with housing in the area to help people stay, ie help to buy scheme deposits.
29) Add dog poo bins outside the primary school, fishing hut & outside the woods
30) Upgrade the path in exhibition woods
31) Key worker housing
32) Invite councillors to community for a meeting

CC discussed the items on this list. Special interest was given to such requests as (in no particular order)
· Christmas lights to make the village look friendlier in the dark time of the year
· Installing an electric car charger, e.g. at FMH
· Local public transport
· Community oil buying club
· Community shredder for garden waste
CC is aware that it is beyond our possibilities to attend to all these items and decides to form a short-life working group that is intended to examine how a Development Officer can help. A Development Officer would be able to find out where to turn to for the various points and how to go about it. Members of the working group will be JC, SD, JE and (hopefully) AmMa, perhaps also a resident from Strathconon. CaMa offers support from SSE/Fairburn Community Fund both financially and with advice.
Regarding notice boards, it is suggested that there is quite a bit of space available on the boards inside Fairburn Memorial Hall. Perhaps another outdoor noticeboard, e.g. near the roundabout in Marybank would also be the way forward. A decision on this is deferred till the next CC meeting.
RB mentions that, after several rounds of repairs over the years, the noticeboard at Bridgend is completely ramshackle again and needs replacing. CC agrees.
Action: JC, SD and JE to set up the working group.
 CM to apply to Foundation Scotland for funding for a new board at Bridgend. 
		
6. Treasurer’s Report
The Financial Report for 27 March 25 to 05 June 25 was emailed to all CC members prior to this meeting (see separate sheet).
End-of-year reports for 2024 were sent to both SSE/Fairburn and Foundation Scotland.

7. Help with the Rising Cost of Living (Vouchers Scheme)
CC decided at the meeting of 27 March 25 to apply to SSE/Fairburn Community Fund for £15,640.00 and to EdF/Corriemoillie Community Fund (Foundation Scotland) for £5,000.00. If approved, this will enable us to give a total of £80 to all households.
The application deadlines are 30 June 2025 (SSE/Fairburn) and 18 August 2025 (Foundation Scotland for EdF/Corriemoillie). 
Action: CM to submit applications to SSE/Fairburn Community Fund and to Foundation Scotland (EdF/Corriemoillie).
8. Microgrants	
CC formally approve the following microgrants, which were agreed via WhatsApp before  
this meeting:
a) SSE/Fairburn: 
25 April 2025:	£350.00 to FMH for Strathconon Cycle Run 
b) EdF/Corriemoillie: 
06 April 2025:	£60.00 to SCA for defibrillator replacement pads
07 April 2-25:		£190.00 to MSS CC for website and Zoom 2025-2026
26 May 2025:	£128.00 to Fraser Cameron for hedge trimmer 
			    
9. Planning Applications	
There were no “ordinary” planning applications. 
01 May 25: CM submitted on behalf of MSS CC an objection to a Planning Application for a telecoms tower by Scardroy Lodge as there is already coverage there through telecoms towers provided by Strathconon Estate. RB points out that the signal strength in the Strathconon area is beginning to decline due to more and more people using it.
09 May 25: CC received a consultation letter from Scottish Forestry re Glen Chorainn Woodland Creation. RB had a look at the paperwork and found that there was nothing for CC to comment on. 

10. Communication and Correspondence 
All relevant emails have been forwarded to CC members.
11 Apr 25: Email from a company called Airestop re designated overnight sites for campers and caravans. CC members are agreed that this does not really concern our area. We are happy with the situation as it is. 
04 May 25: Police Scotland report for April 25 (forwarded to all CC members)
The new noticeboard at Curin is now up and running. The post box on the noticeboard has been re-installed.
There have again been several complaints about the instability and unreliability of the broadband provision in the glen and there is no clear timeline in sight when this will be remedied. A Scatwell resident points out that he has to hire the community room at FMH when he needs to set up important online business meetings. This is costing him £100 per day, and a 12-mile round trip.			

11. Roads
On 16 May 2025 there was a walkabout in Marybank involving two Highland Councillors, a member of the Highland Council Roads Department and several members of the community. The group were inspecting the situation re potholes and blocked drains. Hopefully this will lead to some progress to improve these issues as the next serious weather condition will invariably lead to flooding of properties.
The main stumbling stone seems to be The Highland Council’s lack of finance. Unfortunately, the windfarm community funds can’t be used to speed up the necessary repair and maintenance work. 

12. Schools
Following the arrival of several families with children of primary school age, The Highland Council has decided to keep Strathconon Primary School open for another year and review the situation in 2026. 

13. Housing 
There has not been any news on any planned housing developments in our area.

14. Spittal-Beauly 400kV Reinforcement Line
CM submitted on behalf of MSS CC a formal objection to the planning application for the substation at Fanellan. Not only is the substation of gigantic size and will cause all kinds of damage to human beings and the environment, but it has also not been sufficiently shown that it is necessary. The table of expected construction traffic published by SSEN is truly horrific.
It seems that SSEN are now allowed to ignore in their planning process such aspects as 
Population and Human Health			Air Quality and Climate
Electromagnetic Fields				Major Accidents and Disasters	
Radio Frequency Interference			Caesium 137 levels 
There is going to be a Community Council Convention on the impact on communities of major infrastructure developments in the Highland Council area at Phipps Hall in Beauly on Saturday 14 June 2025, 14.00-16.00h. Several CC members are going to attend.

15. Wind Farms
a) Corriemoillie
No new developments
Application deadline for the Community Fund 18 Aug 25
Application deadline for the Education and Training Fund 06 Oct 25
b) Fairburn and Fairburn “Extension”
No new developments
Application deadline for the Community Fund 30 Jun 25
c) Kirkan
No new developments
d) Tarvie
The Tarvie turbines would be very visible from Marybank. On 02 April 2025 there was a meeting of representatives of the company proposing the development (KRE) with members of Contin, Strathpeffer, and MSS Community Councils and Tarvie Community Alliance. The outcome was rather vague. There will be another meeting in July.
e) Carn Fearna 
The planning application for this windfarm has been submitted. This case will be determined by the Energy Consents Unit. 
f) Ballach
Another info event was held today, 05 June 25.
g) Glasa – 21 May 25:  John Heathcote of Contin CC submitted comments on the   scoping report on behalf of Contin Community Council, Strathpeffer Community Council. Marybank, Scatwell and Strathconon Community Council.

16. AOCB from CC members
· Residents’ Health and Wellbeing:
CM attended the quarter-yearly Meeting at Dingwall surgery on 09 April 2025. An ongoing topic was how to bring vaccination services closer to residents.  
For information: The NHS runs a Health Improvement Service (HIR) which is based in Inverness. There is also a leaflet available how to find help with financial difficulties. Further info can be obtained by contacting MSS CC. 
· At very short notice residents are invited to info events about the planned underground Mainland Cable Connection from the Western Isles to Fanellan. These events will take place at Dundonnell (10 June 2025 12.30h-15.30h), Contin (11 June 2025, 15.30h-18.30h) and Beauly (12 June 2025, 15.30h-18.30h).

17. AOCB from members of the public
None

18. Chair closes this meeting at 21.23h. 
The next meeting will be held on 24 July 25 at 19.30h at Fairburn Memorial Hall and via  
Zoom.

Signed: … Julia Crombie …			Date: … 24/07/25 …
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