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   Minutes of Ordinary Meeting
     24 July 2025, 19.30h
          Fairburn Memorial Hall and via Zoom
       Meeting ID: 886 5955 8030
      Passcode: 294042



1. Welcome from Chair, apologies, quorum	
Present:	Rob Bryniarski (RB), Julie Crombie (JC), Susan Davison (SD, from 19.53 on), Jo Ellen (JE), Christine MacKintosh (CM), Nick Murray (NM) 
Apologies:	Fiona Martland (FM), Kenny MacKintosh (KM), Cllr Dr Chris Birt (DrCB)  
Also present: None
The meeting is quorate. It is held face-to-face and online. It will be recorded.

2. Declarations of interest		
None

3. Approval of minutes of meetings held on 05 June 2025
Proposed by JC		Seconded by JE

4. Matters arising (not included in Agenda)
CM suggests working even closer together with the neighbouring community councils (Garve, Contin, Strathpeffer) regarding issues that affect more than one of our areas, e.g. Schools, Housing, Roads, Health. CC agree that this might be a way forward.

5. Treasurer’s Report
See separate sheet

6. Help with the Rising Cost of Living / Vouchers Scheme
Overall targeted cost for 2025: £20,000.00 consisting of £80 to 250 households. This number of households is based on information obtained from The Highland Council in 2924. There may have been some slight variations since then but discrepancies in household numbers can be cushioned from CC general budget.
Sources of funding:
Carried forward from 2024: £22.00 (integrated into budgeting for applications).
30 Jun 2025: Application for £14,978.00 submitted to SSE/Fairburn Community Fund. Decision expected Aug 2025.
15 Jul 2025: Application for £5,000.00 submitted to Foundation Scotland (EdF/Corriemoillie Community Fund). Decision expected 08 Oct 2025. 
If CC can’t secure these sums, the number of vouchers per household will need to be adjusted accordingly.

7. Microgrants	
An application for £500 was submitted by Fairburn Memorial Hall to help with the cost of a community BBQ on 16 Aug 25. CC approves the application.
Note: An updated application form has been set up by SSE/Fairburn. Since CC have not yet got a copy of the new form, the application is accepted from the previous form.
				    
8. Planning Applications	
None

9. Communication and Correspondence 
· Email from Caroline Hamilton (Chair of Torridon and Kinlochewe CC): The Total Not Spot part of the programme to erect telecommunication masts all over the north of Scotland has been substantially reduced from 260 masts to just 44. 
· Email re proposal from Dingwall Museum for a roadshow in September 2025 was forwarded to CC members and representatives of the three community halls (contact Gordon Sleight) 
· Mid-Ross Community Partnership meeting Wednesday, 24th September, from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM, via Microsoft Teams
· Letter to Ed Milliband about abolition of regional electricity pricing
Action: CM to draft a letter and submit it to CC members before sending

10. Roads
· Inappropriate speed along the road into the Glen and in Marybank continues to cause problems. Recently, there has also appeared a small group of “boy racers” who are creating excessive noise, posing a safety risk and scaring both people and pets. Attempts are being made to identify these drivers. It is hoped that the issue can be resolved by speaking to them. 
It would be desirable to have some traffic-calming measures (e.g. a speed limit, sleeping policemen), especially around built-up areas.
Just recently there was a road traffic accident a few hundred yards west of the Orrin Power Station, in which a car overturned and landed on the safety rails, causing severe damage and leaving the safety rails unfit for purpose. CM has reported the damage to THC. 
Action: CM to raise the topic with Cllr DrCB.
· A Marybank resident has been provided with a microgrant to purchase a hedge trimmer to improve visibility at the junction of Balloan Road and The Brae. Some of this work has been done but there are still complaints from Marybank residents about the lack of maintenance along The Brae. There is also a request from Scatwell residents to improve visibility along the road into the Glen as this constitutes a serious safety risk in places, given the speed at which some drivers travel along our little single-track road. As it is not very likely that THC has the means to do anything about it, residents are advised to find a solution themselves. For example, they could set up temporary groups of volunteers with local knowledge that would be willing to tackle over-abundant growth.

11.  Schools

The Highland Council has sent a proposal to relocate St. Clement’s Special School in Dingwall and is inviting comments by 03 Oct 25. CC members agree that there is not a lot we can contribute to the plan.
Action: CM to submit a comment on behalf of MSS CC. 


12.  Housing 
No news
For info:
There was an application for 27 house plots in the field opposite the old Balloan Inn, which was submitted in 2007 and was permitted. The application was not pursued any further.
In 2023 three planning applications were submitted (1 – 10 – 16 houses) for the same location. All were validated 27 Mar 23. For all of them the status is given as “Under Consideration”. 
In the UK, planning permission is normally valid for 3 years, outline planning permission up to 5 years.

13.  Working group on outcomes from FMH event of 27 April 25 (CAP)
The working group has not yet met. 
CM suggests purchasing a large screen for Fairburn Memorial Hall. It could be used for example for meetings of groups or showing movies.
Action: SD to look into what types of large screens are available at what cost. 
For an additional noticeboard in Marybank, location and ownership need to be identified. JC suggests and CC agree that that a location near and outside the Hall would be the way forward. 
After the meeting, a “man shed” is suggested.
Action: JC to look into the “man shed” idea.
   CM to send the wish list from the FMH event to Martin Godwin (SSEN).


14. Large Energy Projects in Our Area 

A. Spittal-Beauly 400kV Reinforcement Line 

The application to the ECU for this line of pylons is expected to be submitted early in August. It is likely that CCs (and perhaps also THC) will ask for an extension of the deadline so that they have adequate time to consider their comments. 
On 15 July 25 there was a meeting of a working group (Strathpeffer CC, Contin CC, MSS CC, Better Cable Route) to start preparing comments to the expected planning application.
Comments could refer to
· The need 
· The technology chosen for the solution 
· The methodology for choosing the route 
· The quality of consultation 
· The socio-economic impact
· The inadequate time allowed by the ECU for response to the consultation on the planning application


B. Western Isles HVDC Link 

On 11 June 25 an information event was held at Contin Hall about this project, which will run along a length of 83 km and will be almost completely underground. (Note: This raises again the question, if a line of this length is apparently quite feasible, why the Spittal-Beauly line allegedly “can’t” be put underground.)
The project will be installed under SSEN’s Permitted Development rights, i.e. a formal consultation process is not required. However, some of the ancillary or temporary works such as access bellmouths off public classified roads and public road improvements will require planning permission. Contract Partner JD Macleod will submit the planning applications for these works. 
Further info can be found under ssen-transmission.co.uk/projects/project-map/western-isles.

On 16 July 25 there was a meeting of a working group (Strathpeffer CC, Contin CC, MSS CC, Garve and District CC) to collate a “shopping list” for community benefits we would like to see in compensation for this project:
· Replace the existing Moy Bridge with a permanent one with suitable load capacity improving access for the communities while also making access for the project traffic on both this project and the Spittal to Beauly project a lot easier.

· Given the level of road traffic that will be generated, carry out various Contin pedestrian improvements:
· Pelican crossing
· Craigdarroch footpath link
· School waiting area, Craigdarroch
· Provide an easily accessible fund to support the cost of house insulation improvements etc. in the communities covered by the Community Councils of Contin, Garve, Strathpeffer and Marybank, Scatwell & Strathconon
· Upgrade village transformers so that renewables can be connected. This would make the installation of solar panels more feasible.
· Provide more EV charging points in the villages of Marybank, Contin, Garve and Strathpeffer.
· Provide a safe cycle track from Moy Bridge to Contin and from Marybank to Muir of Ord (access to railway station!)
· Given the increase in construction traffic in the area, provide various road safety improvements as follows: 
· A safe pavement or walking route through the villages of Fodderty and Blairninich with links to the Peffery Way.
· Provision of speed restriction measures through the villages of Fodderty, Blairninich, Strathpeffer and Marybank.
· Working with Forestry and Land (Scotland) establish two cycle tracks through the forests where the cables will be laid (Garve to Contin, and beyond Garve)
· Reopen access across Achonachie Dam 
· Provide better broadband for the Strathconon area
· Contribute towards the cost of the final section of the Peffery Way – an all-abilities foot and cycle path between Strathpeffer and Dingwall which will provide a safe, off-road link between these communities.
It is also noted that SSEN has prepared an accommodation strategy for the project. This may be an opportunity for SSEN to work with the owner of the two hotels listed below to refurbish them and make them once again suitable for use:
· Mackay’s Hotel, Strathpeffer
· Garve Hotel, Garve.

It is not very likely that all these “wishes” will be fulfilled but the list is a good basis for further discussion. The working group will seek dialogue with Martin Godwin (SSEN Community Liaison Manager) to examine the wish list and see which items can be expected to be realised. 


C. CC Convention in Beauly 14 June 25 and 12 August 25 

After the resounding success of the event in Beauly on 14 June 25, another convention is planned for 12 August 25. So far, 4 regional MPs and 6 MSPs have confirmed their attention.
Spaces for attending the convention on 12 Aug 25 on behalf of MSS CC have been booked for FM and CM.



15. Wind Farms
a) Corriemoillie
No news
Deadline for the Community Fund 18 Aug 25
Deadline for the Education and Training Fund 06 Oct 25
Action: CM to apply to the Community Fund for a new noticeboard at Bridgend. 

b) Fairburn and Fairburn “Extension”
No news
Deadline for the Community Fund 23 Oct 25

c) Kirkan
No news

d) Tarvie
17 Jul 2025: Meeting of working group (Strathpeffer CC, Contin CC, MSS CC, Garve and District CC, Tarvie Community Alliance) with 3 representatives of the developing company (Koehler Renewable Energy)
Summary of outcomes:
This project comprises 11 turbines of up to 200m tip height, which requires warning lights on the blade ends because they are over 150m high. The ground investigations for this project will probably be finished by Sep 2025. The results will feed into public exhibitions at Contin Hall and FMH in Nov 2025. Another exhibition is planned for Jan/Feb 2026.
The planning application is expected to be submitted Apr/May 2026 with a decision probably made in 2027. 
The overall output is expected to be 72 MW. A connection line will possibly be made to Beauly rather than Loch Luichart and will be running on wooden poles. 
The construction phase is envisaged for 2030/32. Work will be done from a construction compound the size of about 20 shipping containers. This will also be about the size of the future storage facility. 

An access road will be created to the northwest of Contin at the back of the properties along Loch Achilty. For the location of the proposed windfarm see attached map. 
KRE seem to be happy to accept that there will be 9 properties within 1 km of the turbines. (At a meeting on 02 Apr 2025 it was pointed out that as many as 42 homes are located within 2 km of the nearest turbine. The Highland Council’s guidance document advises that at least 2 km distance between turbines and properties should be achieved.) 
Contin CC is particularly worried about the expected volume of traffic. For a phase of about 5 years for all planned energy projects combined there may be an HGV every 15 to 30 seconds coming through the village. This will also affect MSS CC residents because we all use the A 835 for our travels.
A further meeting of this working group with KRE is planned for Oct 2025. 
  
e) Carn Fearna
No news

f) Ballach 
No news


     16. Health and Well-Being
	No news

     17. AOCB from CC members
· Given that the MSS CC area comprises large tracts of uninhabited land it might be interesting to investigate into “Designated Dark Sky Areas”: 
What purpose do they fulfil?
What criteria do they have to meet?
Does the MSS CC area fulfil these criteria?
Action: RB to do some research into the topic.

· There is an organisation in Inverness that provides computer training for people who feel they are not sufficiently familiar with using a laptop/desktop. Funding for such a course could be secured from Foundation Scotland.
Action: JC to find out whether there would be an appetite for such a course in Marybank. CM to research further details about funding and from the organisation (Red Chair Highland | Digital Inclusion Services Highlands).
 
     18. AOCB from members of the public
	None

     19. Chair to declare date/time/venue of next meeting and close this meeting
	  Chair closes this meeting at 20.31h.
	  The next CC meeting is scheduled for Thursday 25 Sep 2025, 19.30h. 
   It will be held via Zoom. Joining details will be included in the agenda. 
**********************************************************************************************

Signed:  ... Julia Crombie (Chair) ...		Date: ... 25 September 2025 ...
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