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       Minutes of Ordinary Meeting
25 September 2025, 19.30h
Zoom Meeting ID: 876 9744 7731
Passcode: 703564


1. Welcome from Chair, apologies, quorum		
Present:	Julie Crombie (JC), Christine MacKintosh (CM), Kenny MacKintosh (KM), Nick Murray (NM) 
Apologies:	Cllr Dr Chris Birt (DrCB), Rob Bryniarski (RB), Susan Davison (SD), Jo Ellen (JE), Fiona Martland (FM, present from 20.34h)
Also present: None
The meeting is quorate. It is held online. It will be recorded.
	
2. Declarations of Interest		
None
3. Approval of minutes of meeting held on 24 July 2025
Proposed by NM			Seconded by JC

4. Matters arising (not included in today’s Agenda)
21 Aug 25: CM emailed DrCB asking who is responsible for the removal of debris after Storm Floris. DrCB advised that clearing away fallen trees is the duty of the landowner
whose ground a tree had been standing on. Kevin Masson (KeMa, Strathconon Estate Manager) informed that all fallen trees in the Strathconon Estate area had been tidied away. 
23 Sep 25: RB emails the reply to his enquiry re “Dark Skies Area” (forwarded to all) 

5. Treasurer’s Report for 24 Jul 25 to 24 Sep 25

The most recent bank statement gives an opening balance of £4,030.57 on 01 July 2025. 
16 Jul 25: Payment of £15.00 to FMH for hall hire (CC meeting of 05 June 25, cheque no. 123) 
21 Jul 25: BoS charged £5.75 for their services
28 Jul 25: SSE/Fairburn microgrant of £500 to FMH for Marybank community BBQ on 16 Aug 25
08 Aug 25: Payment of £15.00 to FMH for hall hire (CC meeting of 24 Jul 25, cheque no. 125)
19 Aug 25: BoS charged £4.25 for their services
02 Sep 25: THC paid in our annual grant of £483.89
The most recent bank statement gives a closing balance of £3,974.46 on 02 Sep 25.
Pending:
BoS will have taken the monthly “service charge” of £4.75 from the account in September. No other payments were made.

There has been no further progress on changing our instructions for our BoS account and on finding a different provider who will not charge any fees. 
This is becoming all the more pressing as BoS have announced that they are planning to close their Dingwall Branch.
Other info:
29 Jul 25: email from Corra Foundation re further funding opportunities
06 Aug 25: submitted application to FS for noticeboard at Bridgend, decision to be taken at 
       Panel meeting 08 Oct 25



6. Help with the Rising Cost of Living / Vouchers Scheme
a) Application to SSE/Fairburn Community Fund

19 Sep 25: Grant Offer Letter received from SSE/Fairburn Community Fund. Panel decided to award us £10,000. We had applied for £15,000 in order to be able to give Christmas vouchers to all households. 
In addition to their standard terms and conditions of grant, the following conditions apply to the Grant offer:
• Eligibility - Vouchers to only be issued to households with individuals who are under U16s or over 65s.
• Evaluation - A survey to be distributed with vouchers to gain the households views on scheme and uptake of usage.
• Usage levels - To obtain the number of vouchers exchanged from the two businesses. 
With a reduction by a third to the sum we had applied for and considering the added conditions, it is not possible for CC to carry out this year’s round of vouchers as planned. CC decide to turn down the grant offer and abandon this year’s project.
Action: CM to write to SSE/Fairburn Fund Manager and inform her of CC’s decision. Information about the decision will also be posted on the relevant FB pages. 

b) Application to EdF/Corriemoillie Community Fund (Foundation Scotland)
23 Sep 25: CM had a phone call with Marion MacDonald (MaMa) of Foundation Scotland. She advises that FS, being a charity, would struggle to give funds to all residents. 
The Panel meeting to decide on our application will be 08 Oct 25. 
Action: CM to email MaMa to inform her of the outcome of today’s CC meeting and to advise her that CC is withdrawing their application. 

All CC members express their dismay at the restrictive attitude of the windfarm funds. For both the windfarm funds accessible to us it needs to be clarified whether they are intended to benefit the whole community as compensation for the negative impacts of having a windfarm in our area or whether they are meant to be predominantly charities. As things stand, the funds are only of limited use to the community.
JC suggests that we hold a full CC meeting and invite CaMa to come along so that we can express our disappointment and try to look for a way forward.

7. Microgrants		
Carol Masheter (CaMa, SSE/Fairburn Fund Manager) informs that there are new application forms for microgrants. There will now be a standard form to be filled in and submitted to MSS CC by the applicant, another form for an offer letter to be sent by MSS CC to the applicant and a third form to be filled in by MSS CC for an end-of-year report to SSE/Fairburn about what purpose microgrants were given for. 
There are currently no new applications for microgrants. 		
  
8. Planning Applications	
29 Jul 25: Planning Application for “agricultural shed” at Arcan Mains. Forwarded to CC members, CC did not see any need for a comment. 

9. Communication and Correspondence 
All relevant emails were forwarded to CC members. 
· 22 Jul 25: Email invitation to “fully funded ‘Active & Sustainable Travel in Rural Communities’ residential programme that is due to take place between Wednesday 05 – Thursday 06 November at Dundreggan Rewilding Centre in Glenmoriston.”
· 24 Jul 25: Email re “wild” campervans and caravans
· 31 Jul 25: Email from THC with update on Community Regeneration Fund. Further info about this fund on THC website
· 21 Aug 25: Email from Neighbourhood Watch re switchover of telephones from analogue to digital, forwarded to CC members and residents (filed under “Broadband/Fibre”)
· 02 Sep 25: Strathconon Estate offers assistance with finding a location and installing a new noticeboard at Bridgend.
· 04 Sep 25: Monthly police report, nothing that affects our area
· 08 Sep 25: Strathconon Estate report storm damage to the shelter at the school bus stop at Bridgend (see item 17 on this Agenda)
· 26 Aug 25: Cllr Liz Kraft advises that THC have set up a Social Charter for Renewables which will deal with the handling of windfarm funds. THC has appointed community officers willing to speak to Communities about this. She suggests that a cluster consisting of Strathpeffer, Contin, Garve and MSS CCs might be the way forward. A meeting to discuss this option will probably be held towards the end of October.  

10. Roads
22 Aug 25: CM reported (again) to THC the poor state of the road into the Glen, especially on the approach to Scatwell Bridge. THC sent acknowledgement. Reference Number FS-Case-74297553
19 Sep 25: Email from Bear Scotland re A835 100 Inchbae Bridge Deck Refurbishment (north of Garve)

11. Schools
27 Jul 25: As decided at the last CC meeting, CM sent MSS CC’s agreement to the plan for St Clements School to be relocated to a site beside Dingwall Primary School at Dochcarty Brae.
During Storm Floris the hut beside the noticeboard at Bridgend was further damaged by a falling tree. KeMa has indicated that Strathconon Estate would be willing to provide help with replacing it with a “proper” bus shelter for those Strathconon children who travel to Dingwall Academy. CM is investigating what types of bus shelter are available and suitable, what the cost would be and where to source funding for the project. DrCB has offered financial support from the Ward Discretionary Fund and CM has contacted CaMa re possible funding from SSE/Fairburn Community Fund but there has been no reply so far. 
Action: CM to continue trying to source funding and doing research into a solution.

12. Housing 
No new developments in our area


13.Working group on outcomes from FMH event of 27 April 2025 (CAP)
CC has set up a sub-group to identify further opportunities to serve our residents. The project title is: “Community Catalyst - exploring and prioritising local community development opportunities (Marybank, Scatwell and Strathconnon)”.
The sub-group has met for an initial discussion and produced a “Brief Outline” of its targets and a paper with its Terms of Reference. 
Both these papers will be attached to these minutes separately. 

14.Large Energy Projects in Our Area

A) Spittal-Beauly 400 kV Reinforcement Line
03 Sep 25: ECU advises that the planning application for this project has been submitted by SSEN. Deadline for comments is 6 Oct 25.
05 Sep 25: THC sent Consultation Request Notification
19 Sep 25: CM sent response to THC Consultation Request Notification
23 Sep 25: Email from ECU - The deadline for submitting comments from the public to the planning application has been extended to 12 Oct 25. It is unclear whether this extension applies to comments from community councils, too.
There will be an info event at Contin Hall on 03 Oct, 19.00h.There will also be help at hand for residents who are not confident on how to submit a comment and who to send it to. 
CC members vote unanimously to put in an official objection on behalf of MSS CC to this planning application.
Action: CM to draft a text for an objection and submit it to the other CC members for their approval. 

B) Western Isles HVDC Link
This is a so-called “permitted development”, which means SSEN don’t need to apply for planning permission. 
Carrying out the work will create big disruptions to residents all along the route (see current media coverage) but eventually the power line will be underground and no longer visible.

Badcaul Church Hall, Dundonnell, 6-8pm on the 11th September 2025 for an SSEN Transmission Presentation to update on progress relating to the Western Isles HVDC Link MARINE Cable planned to transition from submarine cable to terrestrial cable at Little Loch Broom.
The presentation will be shared online following the event.

      C) CC Convention in Beauly 14 June 25 and 12 Aug 25
 FM and CM attended the convention on 12 Aug 25. It was very successful,  


15.Wind Farms
a) Corriemoillie
The panel meeting to discuss our applications for the voucher scheme and for a new noticeboard at Bridgend will be held 08 Oct 25.
Next deadline for applications to main fund: Jan 26?
Next deadline for applications to E&T fund: 06 Oct 25

b) Fairburn and Fairburn “Extension”
CC discussed the outcome of our application for funding for this year’s vouchers scheme at item 6 on this Agenda.
CaMa informs that there is a vacancy on the panel for a resident from the MSS CC area.
Next deadline for applications: 23 Oct 25
 
c) Kirkan
No news

d) Tarvie
Another meeting of representatives of KRE with CCs of Strathpeffer, Contin, Garve and MSS CC and Tarvie Community Alliance is planned for Tue 18 Nov 25 (Zoom).
After the sale of most of Scatwell Estate to Strathconon Estate the situation regarding this windfarm may or may not have changed fundamentally.

e) Carn Fearna
No news

f) Ballach 
13 Aug 25: CM submitted objection to ECU re planned Ballach Windfarm (all CC members were copied into the email) 
12 Sep 25: email from Cahal Smith (representative of Energie Kontor) indicating that there will be another public drop-in session at some point in the future


     16. Health and Well-Being
· 15 Sep 25: Liaison meeting at Dingwall Medical Group with members of the CCs from DMG’s catchment area. A meeting with youth representatives has had to be postponed to sometime in November. 
There are ongoing attempts to bring vaccinations back to the local surgeries as especially older people would feel more confident about taking up vaccinations in their familiar surroundings.
It might be worth exploring the option of car sharing when several people from the same area have been called up for a vaccination at the same date/time.
Communication at times of power outages as in storm Floris continues to be an issue but there seems to be no simple answer. 
There will be an Open Day on 27 Sep 25, 10.00h to 12.30h, at Tore Hall, which is aiming to be turned into an emergency hall for residents.
There is a suggestion from Garve CC to set up a similar group for Strathpeffer Medical Practice. An initial meeting is planned for Wed 29 Oct25, 14.00h, at Strathpeffer Medical Practice. 
· Ongoing: maintenance to defib at Strathconon Hall? KeMa has suggested we have another defibrilli at Bridgend 

     17. AOCB from CC members
· In the aftermath of storm Floris, CC advises residents to provide themselves with power banks and gas cookers (if necessary) as a precautionary safeguarding measure for future power cuts. JC points out that there may be an option to have generators installed at the halls so that residents can be offered a place where to go if amenities break down.
· 9 Nov 25 Memorial Sunday – DrCB has suggested a wreath-laying ceremony at the war memorial in Strathconon. CC will send representatives.
· CC have become aware that a member of a previous setup of the Community Council passed away earlier this year. CC will send a note of condolence.

     18. AOCB from members of the public
	None
     19. Chair to declare date/time/venue of next meeting and close this meeting
Chair closes this meeting at 20.45h.
The next meeting of MSS CC is scheduled for 27 November 2025, 19.30h. It will be held online via Zoom. Joining details will be published nearer the time. 
There are two topics that CC needs to reflect on more closely, namely the future of our vouchers project (item 13) and the outcomes of the working group (item 13). It is suggested that we hold an additional – perhaps informal – meeting.
Action: CM to try to find a meeting date that will suit as many CC members as possible. 

**********************************************************************************************
How to contact the Community Council:
Email:              msscc-iv67@outlook.com
Web address:  http://www.communitycouncil.org.uk/marybankscatwellandstrathconon
Facebook:       www.facebook.com/msscouncil


Signed: Julia Crombie (Chair)			Date 27 November 2025
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