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Minutes of Ordinary Meeting
27 November 2025, 19.30h
Zoom Meeting ID: 810 9833 0657
Passcode: 404207


1. Welcome from Chair, apologies, quorum		
Present:	Rob Bryniarski (RB), Julie Crombie (JC), Susan Davison (SD), Jo Ellen  (JE), Christine MacKintosh (CM), Kenny MacKintosh (KM), Fiona Martland (FM), Nick Murray (NM)
Apologies:	None
Also present: 2 MotP (AmMa, KeMa)
The meeting is quorate. It is held online. It will be recorded.

2. Declarations of Interest		
None

3. Approval of minutes of meeting held on 25 September 2025
Proposed by JC		Seconded by KM

13. Working group 
CC agree to take this item at this earlier point to allow AmMa to leave the meeting afterwards.
CM suggests giving this working group the name “MSS Community Engagement Subgroup”. The acronym MSS CES is much easier to handle.
· For the results of MSS CES so far see separate report (circulated to CC members before this meeting).
· The members of the Working Group do not see a need for setting up a separate email account but may do so in the future. They will be able to hold online meetings using the CC Zoom details if required.
· A consultant will be identified nearer the time.
· The EdF/Corriemoillie Fund (Foundation Scotland) will provide a source of funding as well.
· 29 Oct 25: email from THC (forwarded to CC members): Highland Sustainable Development Fund now open,
Webinars about this fund on 
Tues 18 November: 9:30AM – 11AM
Wed 10 December: 2PM - 3:30PM
Wed 7 January: 2PM – 3:30PM
AmMa leaves the meeting at 19.56h.

4. Matters arising (not included in today’s Agenda)
On 05 Nov 25 there was an informal meeting of some CC members to discuss some of the topics we are dealing with to save some time at today’s meeting. Notes from that meeting were sent out to CC members and are integrated into today’s minutes.
On 04 Nov 25 CC received an email asking for CCs to sign up to a petition asking for more power and better finance for CCs, similar to those in other parts of the UK. 
Action: CM to have a closer look at the petition and sign it if there’s nothing untoward.

5. Treasurer’s Report for 25 Sep 25 to 27 Nov 25
The most recent bank statement from BoS gives an opening balance of £3,974.46 on 02 Sep 25.
CC made no payments into or from this account during this period. 
For this non-activity, BoS deducted “service charges” of £5.25 on 19 Sep 25 and £4.75 on 20 Oct 25. It is not clear why there is a difference between these two months.
The closing balance on 20 Oct 25 was £3,964.46. 

· The Treasurer is going to open a new current account with Virgin Money, which will be an online account and will not involve “service charges”. JC and RB will be additional signatories. Once that new account is open, we can transfer our finances into it and close the BoS account.
	CM submitted an online application to VM on 22 Nov 25. 
· On 20 Feb 25 the Royal Bank of Scotland sent a letter to say that they are intending to close our old bank account with them as there have been no movements on it for a long time. They did not mention what they are going to do with the £5.00 that are still lying in it. There has been no further communication from them since.
· Those present at the informal meeting (see item 4) are agreed that the funding offered by Dingwall Wind Coop (£25,000, applications by 28 Nov 25) is kindly meant but we don’t want to take away from others who perhaps don’t have access to windfarm funds.
· MSS CC has been offered a donation from SSE/Hydro Fund (£3,750) to be used within their usual funding framework. This sum was paid by a camera team that was filming at one of the hydro power plants in our area. SSE Hydro don’t keep such fees for themselves but pass them on to the relevant community, in this case us.
· 27 Oct 25: Online meeting organised by THC regarding the “Social Value Charter” (attended by Nick Brierly of THC and representatives of the CCs from Strathpeffer, Contin, Garve and MSS). This is a plan drawn up by THC about how the potentially forthcoming community benefits from all kinds of energy installations could be divided up between THC and the communities in the Highland region. Another meeting is intended for Feb 26. 
· CM will be standing down as Treasurer next AGM as The Highland Council only accepts it as a temporary stop gap if one CC member is holding two of the offices. 

6. Help with the Rising Cost of Living / Vouchers Scheme
There will be no Christmas Vouchers this year. RB has drafted a text to inform our residents, which is to go on our FB page and passed on to Marybank and Strathconon FB pages:

Christmas Vouchers 2025
This year, the Community Council applied for funding from both the SSE/Fairburn and EdF/Corriemoillie Community Funds to provide food vouchers for local residents, as we have done in previous years.
Unfortunately, the funding offer came with restrictions that would have made the scheme too difficult to administrate fairly. As a result, the Community Council has decided not to go ahead with the voucher scheme this year.
We understand this may be disappointing news, but we hope to explore other ways of supporting everyone in our community in future.
Marybank, Scatwell & Strathconon Community Council
CC agree that any left-over vouchers from last year will be shared out to the three community hall committees so that they benefit the community in that way. 
CM raises again the fundamental unfairness of the voting structure of SSE/Fairburn Community Fund, where up to four Panel members each from Contin, Muir of Ord and MSS CC area are invited to vote on applications from each other’s area for each other’s share of the fund. CM suggests that it would be much fairer if Panel members abstained from voting on applications that do not concern their own area. 
JE points out that in her long-standing experience of providing administrative support to the SSE/Fairburn Community Fund any decisions were arrived at in an amicable way. 

7. Microgrants
20 Oct 25: A Bridgend resident enquired about our microgrant scheme. They were sent the relevant forms.
25 Nov 25: The resident got in touch again asking which source of funding would be appropriate for getting help with financing a driving licence. They were pointed to the Edf/Corriemoilie (Foundation Scotland) Education and Training Fund.
   
8. Planning Applications
15 Oct 25: Strathconon Estate applied for planning permission to "improve and repair an existing forestry private way" by Inverchoran.
18 Nov 25: Erection of agricultural shed and alterations to access track, Land 70M East Of Strathmoy, Wester Moy, Muir Of Ord (north of Moy Bridge)
CC did not see a need to submit any comments on both these applications.

9. Communication and Correspondence 
· All relevant emails have been forwarded to CC members.
· Police Scotland are sending monthly reports on their activities, which are forwarded to all CC members. There is nothing to mention about our area for October 25.
· There will (hopefully) be an online session by Police Scotland on “Cybercrime and Fraud Awareness” in Jan 26. 
· 25 Nov 25: consultation papers for Long-Term Forest Plan (LTFP-R) for Fairburn Estate, forwarded to NM, who has background knowledge of such plans. Any comments are to be submitted by 22 Dec 25
NM explains the plan and adds that he can see no reason for objecting although he deplores the poor quality of the maps. SD asks to be sent a copy 
Action: CM to forward the consultation papers to all CC members
Both CM and JC, who were nominated as administrators of the CC FB page, are reporting problems getting items posted on the page. CM suggests considering setting up a new FB page, seeing as the existing one has already had three different sets of “owners”. 

10. Roads
The Achonachie Road from the Marybank roundabout as far as the Meig Dam will be closed to general traffic from 24 Nov 25 to 14 Dec 25 to allow Openreach to lay fibre cable along the roadside. The closure will happen in two phases, first from Marybank to the Achonachie Dam, then from the Achonachie Dam to the Meig Dam. Residents, emergency vehicles, the postie and school buses will be allowed access. The public has been notified and is kept up-to-date via email, website and Facebook. 

11. Schools
CM suggests investigating into erecting a bus shelter at Bridgend, mainly for those pupils from Strathconon who travel to Dingwall Academy on the school bus. The current hut beside the road was lifted off its foundation during storm Amy and would benefit from replacing. 
RB has done some research into bus shelters that might be suitable. He shows an image of a design that would be both practical and visually pleasant. It would also offer a sheltered space for notices to the general public, so a separate noticeboard would not be required. This design finds the general approval of CC members although the final item would need to be a bit bigger than the one shown in the picture.
To finance the project, there are several sources of grants available: The THC Ward Discretionary Fund, SSE/Fairburn, EdF/Corriemoillie (Foundation Scotland) and SSE Hydro Fund (see item 5) are all potential sources of funding.
Action: RB to identify the cost of a bigger version of the bus shelter shown. CM to apply for funding. 
 
12. Housing
No news

14. Community Resilience Pan for Emergencies
After storms Floris and Amy and considering that forecasters are expecting more frequent severe weather events, THC is asking CCs to draw up resilience plans for emergencies which are tailored to the specific situation of each CC area. 
Prior to this meeting CM had circulated to the CC members a list with general tips and hints, asking for any further suggestions. 
KeMa advises that there are already a number of emergency measures in place, which would cover the Strathconon Estate area.  
Suggestions for measures could be directed at residents’ households as well as more official/communal places like community halls and schools.
CM proposes setting up a short-life working group to examine what would be necessary for such an Emergency Resilience Plan for Adverse Weather (ERPAW). Possible members would be one each from MSS CC, 3 community halls, Fairburn Estate, Scatwell Estate, Strathconon Estate in order to accommodate the different situations in the three parts of the glen.
See separate sheet with draft suggestions (circulated to CC members before this meeting)


15. Large Energy Projects in Our Area:

a) Spittal-Beauly 400kV Reinforcement Line
30 Oct 25: THC submitted their formal objection to the Planning Application for this project.
There will now probably be a Public Inquiry about the project, but it is very unlikely that that will happen before the Scottish Elections in May 2026.
 
b) Western Isles HVDC Link
Ground Investigation works to be carried out in 2 locations along the line.
Archaeological Evaluations to take place from 17 November 2025 on for 2-3 weeks in the Urray and Wester Moy area. 
27 Nov 25: email from SSEN - Marine Investigative Works to take place within Little Loch Broom, week commencing 1 December 2025
04 Dec 25, 6pm to 8pm, info event at Contin Hall about update on early works planned in the Contin area

c) Beauly-Peterhead 400kV Reinforcement Line
24 Oct 25: On behalf of the CC, CM sent an objection to the planning application to the ECU on the grounds that it is very closely connected to Spittal-Beauly and an integral part of the overall scheme.

     d) Fanellan Substation 
02 Nov 25: CM submitted to ECU (cc’d to epc@highland.gov.uk) in her own name an objection to the planned substation at Fanellan by Beauly. The main reason for objecting was the lack of clarity how much energy is actually needed. This planned substation forms part of a wider network with interdependent parts (several 400kV overhead lines, several further substations). As long as there is no overarching plan for the energy required nationwide, it would be futile to grant planning permission for just one part of the overall project.  
THC have now submitted an official objection of 11 pages to this planning application.

16. Wind Farms

a) Corriemoillie
24 Oct 25: Notification of Award for noticeboard at Bridgend. A Strathconon resident informs that the old, damaged noticeboard has now been taken away with a view to repairing and restoring it. 
Action: CM to return the award to Foundation Scotland.
The next deadline for applications to the EdF/Corriemoillie (Foundation Scotland) Community Fund is 26 Jan 25 (decisions 11 March 26).
The next deadline for applications to the EdF/Corriemoillie (Foundation Scotland) Education and Training Fund is 02 Feb 26.

b) Fairburn and Fairburn “Extension”
The deadlines for applications to the SSE/Fairburn Community Fund in 2026 are 28 Feb 26, 30 Jun 26 and 25 Oct 26.

c) Kirkan
No news

d) Tarvie
6 Oct 25: Information event at Contin Hall regarding the route for the planned access road, which will lead along the north/north-west of Loch Achilty and right at the back of the residential properties there. This does not directly involve any of our residents, but it is part of the overall project, which will impact us.
10 Nov 25: Email from Koehler Renewable Energies saying that KRE has elected to cancel the first round of exhibitions and move them to Q1 2026. They were originally planned for Nov 2025, and Fairburn Hall had already been booked. 

e) Carn Fearna
No news

f) Ballach 
No news

 17. Health and Well-Being
The planned meeting on 03 Nov 25 at Dingwall Surgery was cancelled due to the main participant, a Youth Worker, not being able to attend. It will be re-scheduled, focusing on a talk about Power of Attorneys. 
There was an initial meeting at Strathpeffer Surgery on 29 Oct 25, attended by 3 members of the surgery (GP, Practice Nurse, Practice Manager) and CC representatives from Dingwall, Strathpeffer, Garve, Contin and MSS. The main questions raised were issues with transport to medical appointments from rural areas and the wish to have vaccinations moved back to the surgery to reduce the need for travelling. CCs agreed to send lists of their respective postcodes to the Surgery so that they can assess how many residents would be covered by any suggestions and measures. The next meeting is planned for January 26. 
CM suggests investigating whether and how there could be a talk delivered to residents about mental and physical impairments. Additional information could be useful in view of the increasing incidence of mental illnesses in society in general and the rapidly ageing population that we see at first hand in our area. SD and JC might be able to provide support for this project. 
Action: CM to find out how such a talk could be organized. 


18. AOCB from CC members
· CM suggests (again) to look into setting up a computer training course for residents.
· So far, no progress has been made on joining the community bus scheme, which is run by Contin and Garve CCs.
· Cllr Dr Chris Birt has laid a wreath on behalf of The Highland Council at the War Memorial in Strathconon on Remembrance Sunday at 2.30pm. CM and KM attended the ceremony on behalf of MSS CC.
     	After the ceremony, DrCB, KM and CM met up with JC at Fairburn Hall in      	Marybank and laid a wreath there, as well. For future years, CC should    	consider having a “proper” ceremony at Fairburn Hall.
     	It was noted that the Memorial Plaque inside Fairburn Hall is in a rather 	     	shabby state of repair.
Action: KM/CM to find options for having the plaque done up.

  19. AOCB from members of the public
KeMa attempts to point out a few items, but due to a very shoddy internet connection his words remain largely unheard. He will try again to speak to CC at the next meeting.


  20. Chair to declare date/time/venue of next meeting and close this meeting
Chair closes this meeting at 21.04h.
The next meeting will be held on 22 Jan 26, 19.30h via Zoom. Joining details will be published nearer the date. 
***************************************************************************************
How to contact the Community Council:
Email:              msscc-iv67@outlook.com
Web address:  http://www.community-council.org.uk/marybankscatwellandstrathconon
Facebook:       www.facebook.com/msscouncil


Signed: … Julia Crombie (Chair)…		Date: …22 January 2026…
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