



Approved Minutes of Ordinary Meeting
22 January 2026, 19.30h
Zoom Meeting ID: 842 9075 8751
Passcode: 526441

1. Welcome from Chair, apologies, quorum		
Present:	Rob Bryniarski (RB, from 19.45h), Julie Crombie (JC), Jo Ellen (JE), Christine MacKintosh (CM), Kenny MacKintosh (KM), Nick Murray (NM, from 19.52h)
Apologies:	Fiona Martland (FM), Susan Davison (SD)
Also present: 1 MotP (KeMa)
The meeting is quorate. It is held online. It will be recorded.
	
2. Declarations of interest			
None

3. Approval of minutes of meeting held on 27 November 2025
Proposed by JC		Seconded by JE

4. Matters arising (not included in today’s Agenda)
· An updated version of the “Scheme for the Establishment …” based on the census of 2022 was forwarded to CC members 28 Nov 25. The number of residents in our area has fallen from 645 to 602.
· There is an initiative from Maree Todd MSP calling for support for a Petition to the UK Parliament regarding bank closures in rural areas. JC reiterates that the proposed bank closures are a real shame as people in rural areas need their banking to be local.
Action: CC decide that CM should forward the petition details to other CC members and residents so that they can make up their own mind whether they want to support this.

5. Community Engagement Sub-Group (CES)
CM suggests appointing Amanda MacMillan (CC CES) as an Associate Member of MSS CC for the duration of this project. Being an Associate Member does not oblige the candidate to anything but might give them better clout when negotiating with third parties. 
Action: CM to contact Amanda and ask her if she would be agreeable with this way forward.


6. Community Resilience Plan for Emergencies
A first brainstorming meeting took place on 05 Jan 26, where the lie of the land and the different requirements in the different parts of our CC area were discussed. Those present were Kevin Masson (Strathconon Estate), John Forteith (Scatwell Sawmill) Sadie-Michaela Harris (Garve & District CC) and CM (MSS CC).
Charlotte Hingsten of Fairburn Estate emailed a very comprehensive document titled “Preparation and Planning for Responses to Potentially Disastrous Environmental Events” which she had obtained from a friend in British Columbia.
It would be desirable to have further representation from Marybank because the needs in that part of our CC area are quite different from those further up the glen. JC and JE suggest contacting Susan Davison about joining this group as SD has already taken first steps re emergencies that would concern Fairburn House. 
CM suggests appointing Kevin Masson, John Forteith and Sadie-Michaela Harris as Associate Members of MSS CC for the duration of this project.
The next meeting of the group will be held on Wednesday 04 Feb 26, 14.00h, at the Scatwell Sawmill.
Action: CM to contact SD and inform THC of Associate Membership status for KeMa, JoFo and SaHa. CM to forward the document received from Fairburn Estate to the members of the group. 

RB joins the meeting. 

7. Treasurer’s Report
The most recent written bank statement from BoS was received on 06 Jan 26. It gives a balance of £3,964.46 on 20 Oct 25, as stated in the minutes of the previous CC meeting.
There have been no payments into or from this account since then. 
For this non-activity, BoS deducted “service charges” of £4.25 on 18 Nov 25 and another £4.25 on 19 Dec 25.
The closing balance on 19 Dec 25 was £3,955.96. 
CM paid a visit to BoS Dingwall on 21 Jan 26 and was given a current balance of £3,951.71, which reflects service charges of £4.25 taken off our account on 19 Jan 26. 
CM asked for a new bank card to be issued in her name for this account. It will be sent via post to NM and should arrive within a few days. 
The Treasurer’s (CM’s) attempts at opening a new current account with Virgin Money are proving to be more complicated and time consuming than expected. 
NM joins the meeting.
There has been quite a bit of email correspondence involving online forms to be filled out and signed electronically, which showed errors in spelling CC’s name and such like. CM is currently awaiting a paper copy of the documentation by post, which will contain yet another code to be filled in in the electronic paperwork.
CM reminds the other CC members that she will have to stand down from her role as interim Treasurer at the next AGM (28 May 2026) as any CC member can only ever hold one of the three offices (Chair, Treasurer, Secretary) at a time. If no new Treasurer can be found, the Community Council will be unable to continue in its role and collapse. 

8. Microgrants
There have been no requests for microgrant application forms since the last CC meeting.


9. Planning Applications	
· Application no. 25/04453FUL for Planning Permission for Demolition of Outhouse and Erection of Extension to Dwelling House at Coul Croft, Fairburn, IV6 7UT. The applicant’s name is Mr and Mrs Maclennan. Any comments to be submitted by 15 Dec 25.
(CC members notified by email 11 Dec 25)
· Application no. 25/04494/PNO by same applicant and for same location for erection of an agricultural shed. Any comments to be submitted by 01 Jan 26 (application now withdrawn)

· Application no. 25/04858/FUL for 3 external air conditioning units at Fairburn Hall Marybank. Any comments to be submitted by 30 Jan 26
(CC members notified by email 13 Jan 26)
CC are agreed that these applications do not require any comments from us.

10. Communication and Correspondence 
· 25 Nov 25: email re petition for more power for CCs (forwarded)
· 28 Nov 25: updated version of Scheme (forwarded)
· 16 Dec 25: Message from Will Mullen of Tree Line Forestry re Fairburn Estate long-term forest plan. He states that “at present, neither of the two SSEN project proposals has a confirmed or consented route within the Fairburn Estate, and details regarding the extent of any works or required restructuring remain uncertain.” Therefore, they can’t be integrated into the long-term forest plan.   
· 19 Jan 26: Police Scotland report for Nov and Dec 2025 (forwarded)
· 11 Jan 26: request to take part in UHI research project into large estates (forwarded) 
· 15 Jan 26: Highland News Media Group email a survey asking people for their opinions about how they should cover the upcoming Scottish elections, which are scheduled for May 26, and what people think are the most important topics (forwarded)
· 22 Jan 26: Police webinar on cybercrime. It turned out that the information was mostly directed at groups with several staff members and charities. 

Added on after the CC meeting
Some of the items to take away that would be of relevance to CC and residents are: 
Cybercrime is a world-wide issue and is happening in vast numbers at all times. Anyone who uses an online device of any kind should be constantly alert. 
Do change passwords for your various accounts on a regular basis.
Don’t use the same password for different accounts.
To help remember the large number of passwords you may have, keep a note of them on paper somewhere in your house. It is unlikely that somebody will break into your house and go looking for a little notebook …
Make sure you regularly back up your files in an external hard drive. Should something really awful happen to your PC or laptop, this will make it easier to retrieve them and get back up and running. 
If you are disposing of no-longer used devices (including your printer), make sure your data on them are properly deleted. Just hitting the “Delete” button may not be enough. 
A useful website with all kinds of advice is: https://www.scotland.police.uk › advice › internet-safety › cybercrime

11. Roads
01 Jan 26: The WRSL Capital Roads Programme for 26/27 proposes repair work at Mains of Fairburn and Achnasoul because there have been numerous complaints and requests for compensation. CM suggests that a proper plan for the entire area might be the way forward. She has pointed out to DrCB that the road into the glen is at least as much in need of repair, and he has forwarded this message to the Roads Dept at THC. JC adds that potholes are filled in and soon break up again because the work does not seem to be done to an acceptable standard.
Roads Dept will discuss the matter at a future Area Business Meeting.


   12. Schools
Inroads into having a bus shelter for school children erected at Bridgend are making only slow progress. In addition to the design presented by RB at the last meeting there is also a design available from Ebay. Both these types are produced by companies in the south of England, and it looks as if they are either not delivering to the north of Scotland or are charging prohibitive costs.
CM paid a visit to Fettes Sawmill and found that they do deliver to the top end of Strathconon. However, CC feel that their designs look too much like garden sheds.
KeMa suggests we find a local joiner who would build a shelter to our specifications. A size of 8x6 feet should be adequate to accommodate the pupil numbers. Strathconon Estate would be willing to provide a concrete foundation and slates for the roof. 
Action: KeMa and CM to identify joiners who could give us a quote, which can be used for an application for funding. 

13. Housing 
No news

    14. Large Energy Projects in Our Area:
a) Spittal-Beauly 400kV Reinforcement Line
15 Jan 26 Email from ECU:
The Energy Consents Unit are currently in discussions with SSEN regarding potential Additional Information that may be required for this application. The timeline will therefore be altered as should this be required, SSEN will first have to gather this information and then a further consultation period will be undertaken to allow consultees to comment on this new information. We will aim to circulate an updated timeline as soon as possible with all consultees.

b) Western Isles HVDC Link
The construction work for this link is a so-called Permitted Development. Therefore, the company does not need to apply for planning permission. Access tracks and various ancillary works however are not. 
On 04 Dec 25 SSEN held an information event at Contin Hall about how the Contin area would be affected, which highlighted the great amount of discontent among residents and CCs, especially regarding the plans to build a temporary compound for workers and materials at Kinellan. The site has now been moved a bit further to the east to protect rare bird species.
CM requested a similar info event for Marybank but has not heard from SSEN since.

c) Beauly-Peterhead 400kV Reinforcement Line
No news

d) Fanellan Substation
18 Dec 25: The discussion at SPAC led to a resolution to conduct a site visit before the final decision of the Planning Application could be taken. The site visit was scheduled for 08 Jan 26 but had to be postponed to 19 Jan 26 due to adverse weather. The decision is now planned for 05 Feb 26. 

  15.Wind Farms
a) Corriemoillie (Foundation Scotland)
The next deadline for applications to the EdF/Corriemoillie (Foundation Scotland) Community Fund is 26 Jan 25 (decisions 11 March 26).
The 2026 deadlines for applications to the EdF/Corriemoillie (FS) Education and Training Fund are 02 Feb 26, 01 Jun 26 and 05 Oct 26. 

b) Fairburn and Fairburn “Extension”
The deadlines for applications to the SSE/Fairburn Community Fund in 2026 are 28 Feb 26, 30 Jun 26 and 25 Oct 26.

c) Kirkan
   No news

d)Tarvie
KRE cancelled the community consultation meetings that were arranged for 24/25th  November but at a public meeting a few weeks earlier on 6th Nov, KRE did present their proposed access route via Loch Achilty. Since then, there has been no news about a re-scheduled date for a community consultation meeting. 

e) Carn Fearna
11 Dec 25: Email from Tarvie Community Alliance informing that THC have registered objection to Carn Fearna Windfarm application with ECU.

f) Ballach 
EnergieKontor emailed today that additional information to their Planning Application relating to “further cultural heritage assessment” has been submitted to the Scottish Ministers. What this additional information refers to will be contained in a further email and will also be made available on the application website. 

     16. Health and Well-Being
The next meeting of Strathpeffer Surgery with CCs from Contin, Garve, Strathpeffer and MSS is planned for 28 Jan 26. The Surgery had asked for a list of house names in our area so that they can check that against their patient lists. These data are readily available on the Royal Mail Postcode Finder website but need to be treated with caution for data protection reasons. 
There is no news re the next meeting at Dingwall Surgery with the CCs.

     17. AOCB from CC members
CM has contacted Fairburn Memorial Hall about having the Memorial Plaque in the hall done up. FMH are pleased to accept this suggestion. KM visited John Hood’s Dingwall (monumental sculptor) and found that they don’t do this kind of work. CM visited the Objet d’Art shop (Dingwall) about who would be able to carry out such work. The owner offered he could do it and would do it as a donation, i.e. free of charge (cost of materials notwithstanding) out of respect for the war dead. CM suggests using a microgrant to make a donation to The British Legion in return. 
CC agrees that a sum of £100 for a donation would be adequate. 
Action: CM to contact the Objet d’Art shop to agree a date/time for a site visit and find out whether the suggestion of a donation to the British Legion is agreeable with them. KeMa to visit the Strathconon War Memorial to find out whether it needs any maintenance done to it as well. 

     18. AOCB from members of the public
KeMa informs that EE have been granted approval to erect a telecoms tower at Scardroy. Works to begin in February. 

     19. Chair to declare date/time/venue of next meeting and close this meeting
	Chair closes this meeting at 20.33h.
The next CC meeting will be held on 26 Mar 26, 19.30h, via Zoom. Joining details will be sent out nearer the time. 
*********************************************************************************************************
How to contact the Community Council:
Email:              msscc-iv67@outlook.com
Web address:  http://www.community-council.org.uk/marybankscatwellandstrathconon
Facebook:       www.facebook.com/msscouncil


Signed:   Julia Crombie (Chair)			Date: 26 March 2026
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