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Draft Minutes of Ordinary Meeting
26 March 2026, 19.30h
Zoom Meeting ID: 868 8412 8589
Passcode: 110983


1. Welcome from Chair, apologies, quorum		
Present:	Rob Bryniarski (RB), Julie Crombie (JC), Susan Davison (SD), Christine MacKintosh (CM), Kenny MacKintosh (KM), Fiona Martland (FM)
		Cllr Dr Chris Birt (DrCB)
Apologies:	Jo Ellen (JE)
Also present: None
The meeting is quorate. It is held online. It will be recorded.
	
2. Declarations of interest			
None

3. Approval of minutes of meeting held on 22 January 2026
Proposed by JC		Seconded by KM

4. Matters arising (not included in today’s Agenda)
None

5. Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer’s Report for 19 Jan 2026 to 26 Mar 2026
No payments were received during this time span.
Expenses:
Date		Item							Out		Balance
19-01-26										3,951.71
08-02-26	to K MacKintosh for new keys for
			Strathconon notice board				18.00		3,933.71
17-02-26	BoS service charges					  4.25		3,947.46
These expenses are confirmed by a hard-copy BoS statement of 17 Feb 2026.

Further upcoming expenses for the financial year 2025-2026, not (yet) showing in the statement:
05-02-26	SSE Microgrant to SCA for pool table	         		 500.00		3,447.46
02-03-26	SSE Microgrant to Strathconon Primary Parents for trips to swimming lessons	           										500.00		2,947.46
04-03-26	Data Protection fees 2026-2027			 	  52.00		2,895.46
06-03-26	SSE microgrant to Strathconon Primary Parents for raised flower tubs												500.00		2,395.46
March 26	BoS service charges					    6.25		2,389.21
April 26		Office materials 2025-2026				 100.98		2,288.23

Further expected expenses for the financial year 2026-2027:
April 26		Refund to Treasurer for Zoom renewal 2026-2027	 155.88
April 26		Renewal Zurich Insurance 2026-2027		   	   84.00
April 26		Refund to Treasurer for Website renewal 2026-2027	   39.95


19 Mar 26: Treasurer completed and submitted the End of Grant Report for Foundation Scotland for the grant for grass cutting in Marybank.
24 Mar 26: Treasurer completed and submitted the End of Grant Report to SSE/Fairburn Community Fund saying that MSS CC felt unable to meet the conditions attached therefore did not take up the award. 
Data Protection fees for 2026-27 will be increased to £52.00 for 2026-2027.from £47.00 for 2025-2026, i.e. by 10.6%. The fees for 2024-2025 were £35.00. 
The annual grant of £483.89 from THC has remained unchanged since 2022. DrCB confirms that there will be a substantial increase for 2026-2027.
CC agree for the Secretary to charge 50% of her Microsoft contract (£104 per annum) to CC as office expenses. On the other hand, having moved to an almost completely paperless handling of CC affairs, the cost of paper and printer ink has decreased considerably.
The Zoom contract renewal of £155.88 for 2026-2027 will hopefully be covered by the increased THC annual grant. Otherwise, a microgrant would be the way forward.
Further inroads into moving the CC’s account to a bank that does not charge fees have been delayed until the question of appointing a new Treasurer has been solved. 
The Treasurer has been trying to convert our BoS account to an online one, but not having full mobile signal does not help the process.

6. Microgrants	
05 Feb 26: An SSE/Fairburn microgrant of £500 was approved via WhatsApp and given to Scatwell Community Association to purchase a new pool table for the Old Sawmill. 
02 Mar 26: An SSE/Fairburn microgrant of £500 was approved via WhatsApp and given to Strathconon Primary and Nursery School Parents Association for transport to swimming lessons in Dingwall.
06 Mar 26: An SSE/Fairburn microgrant of £500 was approved via WhatsApp and given to SP&NSPA to purchase a wooden box and materials to plant flowers and vegetables.
CC formally agree to these microgrants. 
As of this year, SSE Fairburn Community Fund are asking for an end-of-year report of several pages of paperwork to be filled in plus a copy of the audited annual financial report to justify what microgrants have been used for. It used to be just one page. CC members are dismayed that the microgrant facility, which was understood to be a very direct and unbureaucratic means for CC to support residents, is adding further strain to the ever-increasing burden on the office bearers. 
There is currently £14.85 left in the SSE/Fairburn pot and £372.00 in the EdF/Corriemoillie (Foundation Scotland) pot.
					    
7. Planning Applications
04 Mar 26: Mr & Mrs Marshall are applying for Planning Application for formation of dormer extension and siting of container to house biomass boiler at Aultgowrie Farmhouse. Expiry Date for lodging representations is 20 Mar 2026. 
CC does not see any need to submit a comment.
	
8. Communication and Correspondence 
All relevant emails have been forwarded to CC members.
More recently:
14 Mar 26: Email about survey for “more powers for Scottish CCs”
20 Mar 26: Email about Good Food survey

9. Roads
Repeated complaints about the state of our road have been submitted to THC not only by CC but also by individual residents. In January DrCB advised that the road would probably be included in the WRSL Roads Programme for 26-27.
The bridge and fence at the eastern entrance to Scatwell were severely damaged in a road accident earlier in March (police in attendance). The fence as such was quickly repaired, and a report was submitted to THC to highlight the damage to the bridge itself. We are now waiting for further repairs to be carried out.
22 Mar 26: Strathconon Estate informs that repair works at Scatwell are scheduled from Tuesday 24 Mar 26 on. This repair work has now been carried out. 

10.  Schools
CM tried to get two quotes for a bus shelter for the secondary pupils at Bridgend. One joiner did not reply at all, the other quoted a price which seemed rather steep. KM of Strathconon Estate has suggested a site visit on 30 March 2026 together with a joiner who would bid to carry out the work at a lower price. Strathconon Estate would also be willing to supply a foundation and various materials.

11.  Housing 
10 Mar 26: documentation about housing in Highland sent by DrCB forwarded to CC members
09 Mar 26: extensive further info from DrCB

CC members stress the negative impact of the lack of housing on inspiring people to come and live in our community. Likewise, young people and families who would like to remain here can’t do so because there are no houses or rented accommodation available to them at an affordable price. Moreover, it does not look as if our area will be included in any plans (THC? SSE?) to build housing any time soon.

12. Working group (CAP)
27 Feb 26: Email to CC members:
JC and CM had a meeting with Tina Hartley from Garve, who looks after the Community Transport scheme that offers services to Garve, Contin and Jamestown (CJT Projects). They would be interested in MSS joining the scheme, but further details need to be looked into first. Considering our ageing population, having access to community transport would be helpful indeed. Transport could be offered for example for shopping trips, hospital or GP appointments, group travel etc. It would not be completely free of charge but a lot cheaper than public transport. 
The meeting was very efficient and showed good will on all sides Getting this project off the ground would be an important task for the Development Officer that the CC Subgroup are hoping to organize for us. It was agreed at the meeting that CC should await the outcome of the Subgroup application for funding for their work and then take it from there. 
The Subgroup has now applied for £30,282.38 to the SSE/Fairburn Community Fund to finance Phase 1 of their project. This includes the consultant costs, £10k for event expenses and a 5% contingency. The panel meeting to decide on this application is on 07 Apr 2026.

13. Community Resilience Plan for Emergencies
04 Feb 2026: Meeting of members of the community to examine what a resilience plan could look like and how it could be put into practice. The meeting was attended by KM (Strathconon Estate), JF and SR (both Scatwell Community Association) CH (Fairburn Estate), S-MH (Garve & District CC), KM and CM.
The topic is a really huge and manifold one and it is hard to identify where to start. Quite a lot of info material has been emailed in by organisations like the Scottish Government, The Highland Council, SEPA etc. It is far too much and time-consuming for an organisation made up of volunteers like the CC to read and act upon. Our main task will consist in sifting out those aspects that we as a CC can handle. 
CM, with very useful input from RB, has attempted to put together an information leaflet that could be distributed to all households. Given our widespread geography, the practicalities could be an issue (finance, distribution by hand or by mail etc.) 
The next meeting of this community group is scheduled for Wednesday, 08 Apr 2026, 14.00h, venue tbc.

 
14. Large Energy Projects in Our Area:

a) There will be a Hustings with politicians from different parties on 23 April 2026, 19.30h to 21.30h, at Dingwall Town Hall, which concentrates on the energy situation and new developments in our area. (Info passed on 18 Mar 26)


b) 24 Feb 26: Rural Scotland Convention in Edinburgh on Major Energy Infrastructure – Community Council Round Table
This two-hour event was attended by representatives of over 50 community councils from all over Scotland, ranging from Shetland to the Borders and from the Northeast to Dumfries & Galloway. There were also 8 MSPs from a wide spectrum of political parties. The Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action and Energy attended for the first 30 minutes.

c) Spittal-Beauly 400kV Reinforcement Line
SSEN has submitted additional information to their Planning Application of 09 March 26 (response date 03 April 26), which refers to
· private water supplies
· scheduled monuments
· direct impacts on the Fairburn Garden and Designed Landscape
The easiest way to access this information is:
· Put “SSE Spittal to Beauly” into your search bar
· Select the entry “Scottish Government ECU – Application Details
· Select “Documents”
· Click on the first entry in the list
The CCs of Contin-Garve & District – MSS – Strathpeffer have submitted a joint response saying that they uphold their comments on the original application as this additional information does not make any difference to the reasons for objecting. 

d) Western Isles HVDC Link
The overall project is a so-called “permitted development” but planning permission needs to be sought for “ancillary structures” like bellmouth openings for access from existing roads. It is currently in doubt if the legislation for permitted developments was intended for construction work of this magnitude. This applies especially to the compound at Kinellan just outside Strathpeffer, which is supposed to be mostly for storage for giant cable drums but also “other” purposes. After protest from Strathpeffer residents due to interference with sensitive environmental issues, the location of this compound was moved a bit further along, much to the disadvantage of Jamestown residents. Community Councils and residents were notified of this change on a Friday afternoon with work beginning on the following Monday morning. In the meantime, work has stopped again awaiting a decision if this is really part of a “permitted development”. 
25 Mar 26: SSE are writing to inform that they will be carrying out Service Checks Works in the Marybank area from this coming Monday on. 
26 Mar 28: Email with amended and improved map received (shown at CC meeting)

e) Beauly-Peterhead 400kV Reinforcement Line
This application has now been transferred to the Scottish Government’s Planning and Environmental Appeals Division (DPEA). Reporters have been appointed to hold a public enquiry to consider the proposal and report their findings and recommendations to Scottish Ministers. Following its submission, Scottish Ministers will make a decision on the application. 


f) Fanellan Substation
The Highland Council South Planning Application Committee refused the application for this substation at the beginning of February. SSE have advised that they will appeal against this decision. An appeal will have to be submitted by 20 May 2026.

  15.Wind Farms
a) Corriemoillie
Next deadline for applications to the main fund: 17 Aug 26 (decisions 07 Oct 26)
Next deadline to the EdTrain fund: 01 Jun 26 (decisions 05 Aug 28), then 05 Oct 26 (decisions 02 Dec 26)

b) Fairburn and Fairburn “Extension”
Next deadline for applications: 30 Jun 26 (decisions 24 Aug 28) and 25 Oct 26 (decisions 01 Dec 26)
On 04 February 2026, the Applicant for the Fairburn Windfarm Extension (SSE) was advised by the Energy Consents Unit (Scotland) that their proposal is being removed from the ECU’s portfolio of active cases. 
18 Mar 2026: Email from Eilidh Edgar (SSE Stakeholder Engagement Manager) advising that the project is still being actively scoped out by the team. The ECU has decided to remove the application from their website, which is simply due to the length of time it has spent in the scoping stage rather than any decision to halt the project.
CM has requested to be kept informed of any further changes and updates. 

c) Kirkan
No news 

d) Tarvie
No news

e) Carn Fearna
No news

f) Ballach 
The applicant had submitted additional information, so they had to put in a new request for comments. CM renewed our objection on 08 Feb 2026 saying that the additional information did not make a substantial change to the application as long as there is not an overall energy plan for Scotland in place. 

     16. Health and Well-Being
28 Jan 26 Meeting at Strathpeffer Surgery (surgery staff, Ron Macauley, Sadie Michaela Harris, Norma Ross, Nigel (Dingwall) – notes on this meeting were emailed to CC members and residents on 15 Feb 26
15 Mar 26: Meeting at Dingwall Medical Group
Notes on this meeting are not yet available. It concentrated in particular on the urgent recommendation for everybody to have a Power of Attorney set up and registered with the Office of the Public Guardian (Scotland). The relevant surgery should then be notified of this so that they can take appropriate measures should an emergency arise. 
The next meeting at DMG has been pencilled in for 15 Jun 26.

     17. AOCB from CC members
	None

     18. AOCB from members of the public
	None

     19. Chair to declare date/time/venue of next meeting and close this  
           Meeting
Chair closes this meeting at 20.46h.
The next meeting is scheduled for 28 May 26. It will be held face-to-face. Venue tbc. 
This will be the AGM for 2025-2026. It will be immediately followed by the first ordinary meeting for 2026-2027.
*************************************************************************************
How to contact the Community Council:
Email:              msscc-iv67@outlook.com
Web address:  http://www.community-council.org.uk/marybankscatwellandstrathconon
Facebook:       www.facebook.com/msscouncil
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