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Draft Minutes of Ordinary Meeting
28 May 2026, following after AGM
Fairburn Memorial Hall
Zoom Meeting ID: 897 2589 9852	Passcode: 937780

Residents are welcome to attend.

1. Welcome from Chair, apologies, quorum		
Present:        Rob Bryniarski (RB), Julie Crombie (JC), Susan Davison (SD, online),    
Kenneth MacKintosh (KM), Christine MacKintosh (CM), Nick Murray (NM)
          		Cllr Dr Chris Birt

Also present: None

Apologies:     Jo Ellen (JE), Fiona Maitland (FM)

The meeting is quorate. It will be recorded.
	
2. Declarations of interest	
None
	
3. Approval of minutes of previous meeting
Proposed by	JC		Seconded by RB

4. Matters arising (not included in today’s Agenda)
None

5. Treasurer’s Report
The Treasurer’s Report for the period 26 Mar 26 to 28 May 26 was circulated to CC members prior to the meeting:
No payments were received during this time span.
The Treasurer’s Report of 26 March 2026 was based on a BoS statement of 17 Feb 2026. There are now more informative statements available. 
Expenses:
Date		Item									Out		Balance
01-03-26	Carried forward									3,947.46
06-03-26	Data protection fees 2026-2027	(Direct Debit)			47.00		3,900.46
06-03-26	Key cutting for Strathconon noticeboard (chq 127)			18.00		3,882.46
17-03-26	BoS service charges					 		   4.25		3,878.21
10-04-26	Microgrant to Strathconon Parents (chq 129)	           		500.00		3,378.21
10-04-26	Microgrant to Strathconon Parents (chq 130)	          		 500.00	2,878.21
20-04-26	BoS service charges					 		      4.75	2,873.46
29-04-26	Microgrant to SCA (chq 126)			           			 500.00	2,373.48
12-05-26	Secretarial Fees for 2025-2026 (chq 133)	            			 150.00	2,223.46
12-05-26	Office materials 2025-2026 (chq 132)		          		 100.98	2,122.48
12-05-26	Refund to Secretary for Zoom renewal and 
		Website 2026-2027 (chq.134)					   195.83	1,926.65
19-05-26	BoS service charges					    		        4.25	1,922.40
20-05-26	Refund to Secretary for Zurich Insurance2026-2027 (chq. 135)	      84.00	1,836.40
The CC BoS account is now operated on-line. That makes statements more easily accessible and payments faster and more controllable as there is no longer a time delay between issuing a cheque and its cashing in.
Lynsey Stewart has been removed as a signatory to the CC account. 
Julie Crombie has been added as a signatory to the BoS account.
The 2025-2026 annual report for microgrants has been sent to SSE/Fairburn Community Fund.
CC approve of the Treasurer’s Report.

6. Microgrants	
The Microgrant report to SSE/Fairburn was submitted to and accepted by the Fund Manager. The sum 0f £2,500 for 2026-2027 will be released shortly.
An application has been submitted by Fairburn Memorial Hall for half the cost of defibrillator repair and maintenance of £345.00. CC agree to refund the full sum. CC will also refund any cost to the defibrillators at the halls in Scatwell and Strathconon.
					    
7. Planning Applications
· 17 Apr 26: Strathconon Estate applied for planning permission for a "general purpose storage building". CC members did not see a need to submit a comment.	
· RJ Macleod (contractors for SSEN) have applied for planning permission for constructing access to the planned Western Isles HVDC link in several places along the line. One access point is intended for the field just south and west of the Moy Bridge. The other point is on the Achonachie Road just east of Wester Balloan Cottage. The application papers are confusing because they mix these two points together. 
It is not clear whether they are thinking of using the Moy Bridge (7.5t weight limit) for construction traffic. The application papers are citing a traffic volume of “1118 Total Construction Vehicle Trips over a period of three years”, which means “76 Approximate Average Daily Construction Vehicle Trips”.
Seeing as the underground line as such is a Permitted Development, the project will happen whether we like it or not and access will be just a necessity. However, we as a CC can demand traffic management that does not impact the lives of our residents more than absolutely necessary. 
CC deplore that so far, none of the promised consultation with the community has happened for the Marybank area.
CC also deplore that the promised community funds seem to be really difficult to access, not consider the actual needs of the communities concerned and generally disappear into the distance.
Action: CM to send info to CC members how to access the Planning Application papers and submit a comment on behalf of the CC.

8. Communication and Correspondence 
All relevant emails were forwarded to CC members and other interested groups.
The operator of our website, Spanglefish, has announced that they are going to close down the version of website CC is currently using. 

9. Community Engagement Subgroup
The group applied to SSE/Fairburn Community Fund for £30,282 to employ a development officer to work in the interest of the community. The application was approved by the Panel on 07 April 2026. CC can expect funding (in two instalments) to arrive in the BoS account in the not-too-distant future.
The Subgroup has asked the Fund Manager for further help and support.


10. Community Resilience Plan for Emergencies
A very much reduced working group met on 16 May 2026. 
The three different parts of the CC area will have very different requirements for different types of emergencies.
The next few steps will be:
· KeMa to get in touch with the chair of the Strathconon Hall Committee to identify an emergency contact for Strathconon and to find out how the Hall could contribute in case of emergencies
· Concentrate on resilience closer to home – start with self-sufficiency before you look outwards (adding a community layer)
· CM to circulate the emergency phone numbers and “emergency plan” not only to permanent homes but also to holiday cottages
· CC agree that the cost of printing and laminating a leaflet with this information can come out of a microgrant
· To keep the cost at bay, CC will hand-deliver the leaflet to the different parts of our area.
· Identify whether Halls or Schools can be used for meeting points and what other role they could play
· Local coordinators to compile lists of community equipment and competence, have backup coordinators and know how to use communication devices
· Purchase of ether GPS trackers or starlink internet
· Agree on correct level of equipment for each resilience location
Action: CM to have the leaflet printed and to attend a meeting of Fairburn Hall Committee on 09 June 2026 to present the topic.

11. Schools
The school roll for Strathconon Primary seems to be ever safer with another family with 3 young children moving to Strathconon. 
Construction work has started for the bus shelter at Bridgend. Sourcing finance is well underway. When finished, the structure will also accommodate a noticeboard and a defibrillator. KM advises that power for the defibrillator does not need access to mains electricity but can be supplied via a solar panel.

12. Housing
Closely connected to the rise in the school roll at Strathconon, DrCB raises the question if there is much pressure to have new housing built at the western end of the glen. CC has no answer to this question except that Strathconon Estate has no problem accommodating their workforce and whenever a piece of land becomes available, they will buy it. Both Strathconon and Fairburn Estates have a clause in any title deeds that gives them first offer to buy. 
On 30 Apr 26 DrCB had sent an extensive report on the Short Term Let Control Area in Badenoch & Strathspey, which was passed on to CC members. 
On 16 May 26 The Highland Council sent a “Briefing for Community Councils of Proposal to Designate the Highland Rural Short Term Let Control Area (STLCA)”, which was passed on to CC members. The outcome of that briefing is not known, but it seems that the issue is much more pressing in more westerly parts of the Highlands.
JC has ben approached by a local resident who might be willing to offer land for three affordable houses for locals to be built at Arcan.
Action: JC to email DrCB contact details of the landowner including location and size of the plot. 
DrCB advises that generally speaking The Highland Council is planning to build 24000 new houses over 10 years, of which 7000 would be affordable homes.
The plot immediately to the east of Fairburn Hall continues to be offered for sale but there don’t seem to be any potential buyers, probably because the asking price is too high, although it has been reduced from £120,000 to £80,000.

     13. Roads
The damage to the bridge at Scatwell has been repaired by a traditional stone mason to a very high standard.
Several residents have complained about the speed at which some drivers are travelling along our road (C1043) and have asked whether a speed limit or similar traffic calming measure could be introduced. However, the situation seems to have calmed down a bit now. CC members are agreed that an official speed limit all along the road would be rather time-consuming to introduce, would be difficult to monitor and might not have the desired effect. CC will consider setting up signage around the built-up areas asking road users to drive considerately. DrCB also points out that devices that show up the speed at which a car is travelling seem to be very effective. 
Action: A decision is postponed to the next CC meeting while all CC members try to identify where such signage could be installed to the greatest effect. 
The Police Scotland report for March 2026 points out that officers continue to target anti-social drivers in the area and would encourage the public to report any issues.
To report incidents of antisocial driving go to https://www.scotland.police.uk/secureforms/contact/.

13. Large Energy Projects in Our Area:

a) Spittal-Beauly 400kV Reinforcement Line
27 May 2026: Scottish Government ministers announce that an inquiry will be held over SSEN plans for ‘super-pylon’ Spittal-Loch Buidhe-Beauly power line from Caithness to Inverness-shire through Sutherland and Easter Ross
b) Western Isles HVDC Link
Several applications were submitted for planning permission for installing bell mouths for road access west of Garve.
Planning applications for the MSS CC area were discussed at # 7 of the agenda.
c) Beauly-Peterhead 400kV Reinforcement Line
No new developments
d) Fanellan Substation
No new developments

  15. Wind Farms
a) Corriemoillie
Next deadline for applications to the main fund: 17 Aug 26 (decisions 07 Oct 26)
Next deadline to the EdTrain fund: 01 Jun 26 (decisions 05 Aug 28), then 05 Oct 26 (decisions 02 Dec 26)
b) Fairburn and Fairburn “Extension”
Next deadline for applications: 30 Jun 26 (decisions 24 Aug 28) and 25 Oct 26 (decisions 01 Dec 26)
c) Kirkan - no news
d) Tarvie has been “paused indefinitely”
e) Carn Fearna - no news
f) Ballach – no news

     16. Health and Well-Being
There will be another meeting at Dingwall Surgery but at a date CM won’t be available.
The planned meeting at Strathpeffer was cancelled due to lack of topics to discuss.
The new bus shelter at Bridgend is designed in such a way that it will accommodate a defibrillator.

     17. AOCB from CC members
Highland Councillors to consider new 'Dark Skies' planning policy @ Economy and Infrastructure Committee on 28 May 2026 from 09.30am.
John Hood are offering to do up the war memorial at Strathconon for £1,800 altogether. 
Action: CM to apply to SSE/Fairburn Community Fund.

     18. AOCB from members of the public
	None

     19. Chair closes this meeting at 21.15h. 
	The next meeting will be held online at 19.30h on 27 August 2026.
*************************************************************************************
How to contact the Community Council:
Email:              msscc-iv67@outlook.com
Web address:  http://www.community-council.org.uk/marybankscatwellandstrathconon
Facebook:       www.facebook.com/msscouncil


Signed: …………………………………………………….. (Chair)		Date: ………………………………………
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