ABERFELDY COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Aberfeldy Town Hall.
Tuesday 6th May 2025 at 7.30pm 
MINUTES  
Present
Victor Clements (Chair), Jean Duff (Treasurer), Val Ferguson, Rob Stubbs, Susan Craik.

In Attendance: Cllr John Duff and one member of the public.

Apologies
Elaine Fraser Murdoch, Lorraine Reed, Provost McDade, Norma Carr (Community Warden).
Minutes of previous meeting
The minutes were taken as read, proposed by JD and seconded by RS.

Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.

Crime Prevention and Community Safety
No Police or community warden in attendance, and no matters arising to report to them.
Focus Topics:
Moness Pre-application notification
There had been another drop in event at Moness on 22nd April. The information provided was essentially the same as available in March, with no material difference to what was being planned. Numbers of people attending seemed to be very low.

At some point in the next few months, a planning application will come forwards, looking to convert 77/103 former time share cottages to dual staff/visitor accommodation so that MOness and DLC more widely can get maximum use out of them. The Community council will express a view at that point.
Meall Dearg windfarm

This proposal for 22 X wind turbines to the west of Glen Cochil would go forward to the Energy Consents Unit of the Scottish Government for planning permission, with PKC as a statutory consultee.

There was a discussion about the merits of the scheme and what it might mean for Aberfeldy. A view was taken that the benefits/ need for renewable energy outweighed any concern about landscape and other issues in Highland Perthshire, and there was a vote taken 4-1 in favour of the development.

Community planning endorsement
The community council unanimously endorsed the 2025-30 Local Place Plan, and would note that in minutes. A letter of endorsement can be provided as required.

No Mow in Aberfeldy

There had been a walk around Aberfeldy with Cllr Duff and key PKC staff, looking at some of the potentially more contentious sites were grass cutting would be restricted for the season ahead. It was agreed that there was no significant issue now at the Black Watch monument. There would be relatively minor changes at the play area in Tayside Crescent, and the area at  Moness would be restricted to the steeper banking  underneath the trees, with the area where children played football still being mown. Overall, PKC would proceed with plans, but the situation would be monitored during the season.

Twin town for Aberfeldy 

This had been brought up by the Provost at previous meeting. A Facebook post had gathered a great deal of very positive comment on the subject, with a large number of possible locations being mentioned in different countries across the world.
The community council were unanimously supportive of the idea, and asked Cllr Duff to express this view to his colleagues at PKC.

Griffin Community Benefit Panel 

Micro grants
There were no applications received. Funding for this present year had not yet been received..
Main Fund

No further information.
Reports       
Chair
The ETAPE cycle race would be taking place over usual route on Sunday 11th May.

There was still no progress on getting a new graveyard for Aberfeldy, five years after the subject had first been brought up with PKC.

The VE commemoration day would include a short event at the Black Watch monument on Thurs 8th May, to include a beacon being lit. All welcome and encouraged to attend.

The trees obscuring the view from the Viewpoint above the town were on adjacent private ground and not the area managed by PKC. Replacing the interpretation panel would be a bigger undertaking, the existing panel now being over 40 years old, and having deteriorated in quality.

Secretary
No report.

Treasurer
We currently have £415.55 of administration grant money, £254.22 of resilience money, £0.11 in micro grant funds and £1733.15 in defibrillator money.

Housing/Planning
No comments arising.
Cllr Reports

The full council will be voting on a policy to introduce a new short term lets control zone in Highland Perthshire. This is something which the community council have previously supported.
AOCB
VC would submit a micro grant application for the wildlife friendly gardening competition for 2025.

Date of Next Meeting     Tues 3rd June 2025
