ABERFELDY COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Aberfeldy Town Hall.
Tuesday 5th August 2025 at 7.30pm 
MINUTES 
Present
Victor Clements (Chair). Elaine Fraser Murdoch (Secretary), Jean Duff (Treasurer), Rob Stubbs

In attendance: Stuart Paton & Helen Taylor (Amulree & Strathbraan Windfarm Action Group), Oliver Romain (Caledonia Touring Club)
Apologies
Susan Craik, Lorraine Reed, Val Ferguson, Norma Carr (community warden), Cllr John Duff.

Minutes of previous meeting
Minutes taken as read, proposed by RS and seconded by EFM.

Matters Arising
A local consultation will begin shortly on PKC plans for a Planning Control area, to try to manage the development of holiday rental accommodation.
Confirmation that PKC will fix and re-open toilet facility at Victoria Park.
Crime Prevention and Community Safety
Nothing to report.

Focus Topics:
Meall Dearg windfarm

SP and HT of ASWAG attended the meeting to speak about their concerns for this windfarm, which was one of three in the nearby area. The turbines would b twice the height of the Griffin ones, and the application would be going to the Energy Consents Unit of the Scottish Government.

At June meeting, Aberfeldy CC had a 5:1 majority in favour of Meall Dearg, but overall, there had been very little, f any, discussion in the town about it. Recently, over 50 community council areas in the Highlands had spoken out about what they viewed as over- development of renewables, and ASWAG was trying to increase the profile of the issue locally. The one piece of information which we are not aware of before was that if any statutory consultee, for example PKC, objected to the application, then the project would be referred to a Public Local Inquiry. There was a suggestion that this may lead to a more meaningful consultation, integrated over a wider area.
It was agreed that CC members would discuss at September meeting whether we wanted to open the issue again or not. Our current default position is that we would support the project on the basis that renewable energy is required, but a better local discussion on the proposal would give us better information on what people are really thinking about it.

Visitor levy

There is a consultation on this open at the moment. Many people support the principle, but have little confidence that any money raised will be used constructively to provide more visitor infra structure. OR outlined several of his concerns, shared by others.

It was agreed that we would postpone discussion on this issue until Septembermeeting, as there was going to be a drop-in information event on this in the Birks Cinema in late August, and it would be more appropriate to have that event first before the community council expressed any opinion.

Taymouth/ Moness

We had been notified that the tree removal at Moness would begin in September. There had been one community councils meeting with DLC this summer. As yet, there was no planning application forthcoming for the former timeshare cottages at Moness.
Moness garages

Occupiers of these garages had been given notification from PKC that they would no longer be available, but had now been given a reprieve. A majority of the garages were still occupied.

Gardening competition
There had been 4 X applicants this year, well down on last year. The competition had attracted almost 40 applications over four years, but previous winners not being able to enter again was now restricting those coming forwards now. VC & EFM would judge the gardens, and the situation will be reviewed before next year.

Roadworks

There were a significant number of roadworks to be aware of over the next few months. VC would contact Cllr Duff about the traffic lights on road near caravan park. Concern had been expressed over what might happen in the event of an accident on the A9 diverting traffic through the town.

Cemetery update

PKC had confirmed that test holes would be dug in the area above the town over this winter, and that they had been in contact with the landowner about that. PKC communication on this matter was now much better than it had been previously.

Griffin Community Benefit Panel 

Micro grants
There was one application to be dealt with after the meeting.
Main Fund

The proposed endowment fund was still being developed. VC to write to panel to reinforce the need to have such a fund in place, and to request that the panel produce an annual summary report for the community councils.
Reports       
Chair
PKC are holding community councils elections again this autumn, with notification of election at the end of August. All current members will be up for  election, and all encouraged to look for other people who may be interested.

Secretary
No additional report

Treasurer
We had £177.95 of administration money, £7500.11 of microgrant money, £1004.81 of defibrillator money and £254.22 of resilience group money.

All to submit any expenses to JD before end of August so that accounts can be prepared to 31st August year end. We will have our AGM in October.

Steps have been taken to stop ongoing insurance payments for resilience equipment. EFM to arrange for store to be opened. The store and equipment will be offered to other appropriate groups for use.

Housing/Planning

The Mill Street application for demolition of premises, previously withdrawn, has been re- submitted. The CC were in support of this application, and had previously written in support.

There were currently applications pending re sales of alcohol licences for Piece and the former TSB premises. The CC did not have objections to either of these applications. 
Cllr Reports

No councillor reports
AOCB
No other competent business.
Date of Next Meeting     Tues 2nd September 2025
