ABERFELDY COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Aberfeldy Town Hall.
Tuesday 3rd February 2026 at 7.00pm 
MINUTES 
Present
Victor Clements (Chair), Lorraine Reed (vice Chair), Elaine Fraser Murdoch (Secretary), Jean Duff (Treasurer), Rob Stubbs.

In attendance: Cllr John Duff.
Apologies
Val Ferguson, Susan Craik.

Minutes of previous meeting
The minutes were taken as read, proposed by RS and seconded by EFM.

Matters Arising
We have transferred the garden competition to The Healthiest Town, which should be a good fit for them, and hopefully the competition can now be given a higher profile than we were able to achieve.
The issue of cars exiting school seems to be resolved, and we will take this off agenda.

Position re Tayside Waders and insurance to be checked at next meeting. 

VC to check if Taybridge Terrace toilets are now fixed properly and open to public.

The vandalism to Crieff Rd build out bollards has been repaired.
Crime Prevention and Community Safety
The community policing team locally is being restructured, along lines that have been working well within Forth Valley.

Norma Carr is still available for dealing with problems within Aberfeldy. 

Focus Topics:
Taymouth/ Moness
VC and EFM had been to visit DLC at Moness in January.

The planning application to turn some of the former timeshare cottages in to dual purpose use for visitors and staff was lodged just recently. It is anticipated that this will be verified before our next meeting in March, and we will consider it then. The number of cottages concerned has dropped from 77 to 63.

Moness had a tree survey done within the wider grounds, and it is now confirmed to have all the tall conifer trees felled, including those directly behind the houses at the top of Moness. It is likely to be next September before a licence can be implemented, due to exclusions regarding bird breeding seasons. The plantation that has already been felled is to be replanted this winter. Some natural regeneration is also likely to arise. 

There is to be a DLC meeting with community councils next week, as part of their ongoing liaison.

There had been a successful community purchase of Kenmore Church, led by Kenmore & District CC.

Community Council communications

There was an extensive discussion about CC communications, which is something we have struggled with a lot in recent years. Minutes are published promptly on website. Meetings are in a regular time slot so that people know when we are likely to meet, and our comms via Facebook are generally very good. Where we are lacking is regular posting of minutes/ agenda  on community noticeboards, and not putting summary minutes in the Quair on a regular basis, which is available to us.
We agreed going forwards that RS would post minutes and agendas in the campus, and that if we can co-opt a new minutes secretary,  then the priority for them will be in helping us getting our comms right. VC would check with PKC re opening of co-option window.

Graveyard update

PKC had been inspecting the headstones in the graveyard following the adoption of new legislation by the Scottish Government, after the deaths of children in both Glasgow and Manchester. With work not yet complete, there were 80-100 headstones that have either had to be laid flat immediately, or given a yellow marker, indicating that they would be tested again within 12 months. The work had been done respectfully, and the marker signs are much better than warning tape that has been used in some other areas. The legal position is that the headstones are private monuments, present in a public location. The most common reason for failure is the stones not being secured properly. This includes some relatively new headstones. It appears that, in general, people recognize the need for this, but the sight of so many stones down is quite dramatic, and there will be a cost to families to put them up properly again. The default position is that PKC will “socket” them, which means standing the stones up again, but with 1/3 of their height buried in the ground. PKC have a good leaflet on what they are doing, with a telephone number on the marker posts for information.
Griffin Community Benefit Panel 

Micro grants
There are no micro grants to be discussed after the meeting.

Main Fund

Endowment fund not yet open, hope should be soon.
Reports       
Chair
RS would represent the CC at opening ceremony of new Sports Hub on 27th March/

Secretary
No additional report

Treasurer
We currently has £224.222 of resilience money, £474.20 of defibrillator money, £2516.61 of micro grants and £762.55 of administration grant money.

A sixth defibrillator has now been installed at ABC Nursery, to cover the industrial Estate area.

Housing/Planning
Nothing to report, but there will be two issues to discuss at March meeting, (1) A Moness application for change of use for 63 X timeshare cottages, (2) The new areas potentially zoned for development in the local development plan.
Cllr Reports

There is a UK Town of Culture Fund open for applications at the moment.
PKC are looking at options for dealing with the traffic lights at the eastern end of the town, with the preferred choice likely to be a realignment of the road further away from the river along that stretch of the river.
AOCB
A big HMIE inspection at the campus had went very well, as fare as people can tell.
DLC are inviting children locally to cooking training/ lessons at the castle, which is a good initiative.
Date of Next Meeting     Tues 3rd March 2026
