ABERFELDY COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Aberfeldy Town Hall.
Tuesday 3rd March 2026 at 7.00pm 
MINUTES 
Present
Victor Clements (Chair), Lorraine Reed (Vice chair), Elaine Fraser Murdoch (Secretary), Jean Duff (Treasurer), Val Ferguson, Rob Stubbs, Susan Craik

In attendance: Mairi McAdam (DLC/ Moness), Richard Pearson (Still Going Strong) and two members of the public.
Apologies
Cllr John Duff.

Minutes of previous meeting
The minutes were taken as read, proposed by RS and seconded by JD.

Matters Arising
We will discuss insurance of resilience equipment at April meeting.
Taybridge Terrace toilets still not open.

The community council now had a new email Aberfeldycommunitycouncil1@outlook.com 

RS had set up a new Facebook page, which already has over 200 members. 

RS would be representing CC at the official opening of new sports pavilion on 27th March.
Crime Prevention and Community Safety
There would be three parts to the new community policing structure: (1) A response team to handle enquiries and calls, (2) The community policing team, and (3) An investigations hub. The new structure has worked well in the Forth Valley area, and it is hoped that that will be replicated here as well.

There have been a number of thefts of goods from the Thrift Shop, which the Police are aware off. 
Focus Topics:
Taymouth/ Moness
A planning application had been submitted for change to dual use for 61/103 former timeshare cottages on the property. The intention is to make the cottages available for new employees, until they have been able to sort their own accommodation. At other times, they will still be available for visitor usage.

There are 57 cottages occupied by Taymouth staff at the moment. But they have to sign out every 28 days to be compliant with current legislation. A successful application would therefore formalize current practice, and be much better for the employees.

There are currently approx. 200 staff working at the castle, excluding contractors and temporary employees. Approx 1/3 of these live within and around the site, there are c 1/3 at Moness, and 1/3 in the wider area beyond the upper Tay valley.

DLC have been investing in Moness, and raising their profile to visitors. This has been apparent within the town. More people have been eating there and using the facilities, with a 15% discount for locals which is encouraging a lot more usage.

There was a discussion about the planning application, with two members of the public opposed to it. However, it was felt that the overall activity level and profile of Moness had improved, and the overall facility was now much better than it was before. There was no evidence that this was a contentious application within the town, and as a community council, we had to reflect that.  On taking a vote among community council members, all voted to support the planning application. VC would send letter to PKC development management.

Graveyard update 
VC was liaising with Derek Wittman re a new graveyard site. It seems that another winter season had been lost for digging test pits.

ETAPE/ Multi sports event

Richard Pearson addressed the meeting representing his company Still Going Strong.

The ETAPE race would be taking place as usual on weekend of 9/10th May, potentially with 4000 participants. They are trying to do more outwith the actual event. There had been a survey done several years ago of community opinion towards ETAPE in Aberfeldy, with the consensus being on the negative side of neutral. As a CC, it is not therefore something that we have spent much time on at meetings. Previous attempts at wider community involvement had not been sustained.

The multi sports event taking place on 15/16th August is a much more significant event for the town, and generally well supported. There will be 600 swimmers taking part, and the event this year is part of the Scottish Triathlon championships. There are likely to be 1200 people involved overall.

Griffin Community Benefit Panel 

Micro grants
There were two microgrant applications to be considered after the meeting.
Main Fund

The next panel meeting was on Thursday this week.
Reports       
Chair
The window for co-options to CC was now open. All to encourage people to consider putting themselves forward as we can co-opt up to three new members.

The Healthiest Town were consulting/ developing a Local Food Plan at present.

Secretary
No further report

Treasurer
There was no change to bank balance from previous meeting, with £224.22 of resilience money, £474.20 of defibrillator money, £2516.61 of microgrant money and £762.55 of administration money.
Housing/Planning

Moness Scheme

This application was considered earlier in the agenda.
Call for new sites discussion

The Local Development Plan was being revised again, and as part of that, there had been a “call for new sites”. Two sites were forthcoming in Aberfeldy, one for housing, and one for employment land, both situated in fields to the east of Moness, and below the Crieff Rd.

On discussion, we agreed in principle 6-1 that Aberfeldy would benefit from being bigger, as this would allow us to better sustain the shops and facilities that we currently enjoy, but which are under pressure in different ways. The caveat was with regards to whether utilities and roads would be suitable for a 20-30% expansion of housing.

There will be a formal consultation on LDP overall later in the process. There is a post on the community FB board and CC Facebook site showing the areas concerned.
Cllr Reports

No reports.

AOCB
VC to contact Cllr Duff re options for addressing the road at caravan park/ distillery, and when it could be addressed or re-aligned.
Date of Next Meeting     Tues 7th April 2026
